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Texas pride bounds at State Fair
New leader seeks to strengthen Texas spirit.

By Lisa Bryant
You’ve heard the say-

ing, “Everything is bigger
and better in Texas.” No
truer words exist for the
renewed dreams and pas-
sion new State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) President
Mitchell Glieber hopes to
bring to the annual event
held each fall in Big D.

When most people
think of the SFT, one of the
first thoughts is the smor-
gasbord of fried foods.
Glieber wants to expand
the cultural experience of
the fair, keeping its agricul-
tural roots top of mind,
while working to involve
community partners and
promote educational
opportunities.

The path ignites a soul
The proud son of the

Bluebonnet State attended
Southern Methodist
University and worked
previously in the sales and
marketing department for
the Dallas Mavericks
before serving as vice presi-
dent of marketing for the
SFT for 15 years. In April,

the Dallas native succeed-
ed long-time Errol McKoy
as president of the event.

“I love the special event
business and it doesn’t get
any more special than this
event,” Glieber said.
“After spending a few
years with the SFT, it gets in
your blood. 

“I’ve been here 15 years
now, so I’ve grown not only
to love the place, but also to

gain a pretty good under-
standing of what makes the
event so special to so many
people. We have a great
team at the fair that has a
perfect mix of experience
and new employees that
have brought a great deal
of new energy and great
ideas to the fair. We’ve had
a great past, but we have an
even greater future.”

Glieber’s passion shines
as he talks about the oppor-
tunity to plan, design and
run the “greatest event in
the country.” He said, “The
fair visitors truly enjoy and
embrace the state fair and
we’re energized by the
opportunity to make the
experience better than
ever.”

Daryl Real, the fair’s
vice president of agricul-
ture and livestock, com-
mended Glieber’s institu-
tional knowledge. “He
believes in the organization
and is committed to the
newly redefined mission
statement which he spear-
headed that celebrates all

things Texan.”
The mission statement

has reignited the focus for
the fair management: “The
SFT celebrates all things
Texan by promoting agri-
culture, education and
community involvement
through quality entertain-
ment in a family-friendly
environment.”

Understanding the mis-
sion statement and using its
guiding principles to make
decisions is important for

the entire staff. Glieber
said. “Creating the new
mission statement doesn’t
mean that we’re changing
how we do things. It’s more
a matter of becoming a
more “mission-based”
organization with a mission
that can guide us when we
make decisions about
what’s right for the state
fair and where we want to
focus our efforts in the
future.”

Open and youth beef shows are a big part of the annual State Fair of Texas® lineup, as exhibitors from across
the state and beyond vie for titles.

Mitchell Glieber, current presi-
dent of the State Fair of Texas.(Continued on page 2)

As Big Tex’s®

voice booms
“Howdy folks!”
to all who enter
the gates this
year’s fair is sure
to be an affair to
remember
“Deep in the
Heart of Texans” 

“

“
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Under McKoy’s leader-
ship, Glieber said the fair
has been on a roll. Glieber
hopes to build on that suc-
cess with continued
emphasis on security,
cleanliness and landscap-
ing in a family-friendly
environment. Much of
Glieber’s focus in the
upcoming years centers
around strengthening rela-
tionships as a community
partner for all Texans, the
City of Dallas and Fair
Park.

Furthermore, funding
college scholarships con-
tinues to be a point of
emphasis under Glieber’s
leadership. “I would like to
see us constantly looking
for other opportunities to
invest in the community
around us and for ways to
positively impact people’s
lives,” Glieber continued.

Approximately 275
youth currently attend
Texas colleges with a four-
year scholarship funded by
the SFT, according to Real. 

“4-H and FFA high
school seniors compete for
scholarships based on aca-
demics, participation, fi-
nancial need and commu-
nity service,” he said. Ano-

ther group of scholarships
are granted to students
from the five high schools
immediately surrounding
Fair Park. Real said grades
are important, as all stu-
dents must maintain a 3.0
grade point average.

Fair Park undergoes
“Texification”

Fair-goers will notice
several changes at this
year’s fair, including an
emphasis on “Texifica-
tion.” Glieber wants fair
visitors to definitely know
they are in Texas when they
attend the fair. “There’s not
a more loyal or proud
group of citizens of any
state in the country than
Texans,” he said. “The
greatest event in Texas
should fly the flag proudly
and prominently.”

Real said the entire fair-
grounds will be redressed
around the theme of Texas
pride and state fair icon,
Big Tex®. He added that
the fair management is
committed to sharing the
focus on the fair as being a
non-profit organization
focused on agriculture edu-
cation and community
involvement. “We will be
sharing what all we really
do with our stakeholders
and our community,” Real
said. “The biggest change

that we’ve seen thus far
from Glieber’s leadership is
to share the good news
about who we are and what
we are all about.”

Other changes to this
year’s fair will include:

•A Texas Sports Hall of
Fame exhibit that cele-
brates Texas sports heroes
with artifacts provided
from Waco’s Texas Sports
Hall of Fame. 

•A new colorful area
near the Fair Park Lagoon,
Kids’ Boardwalk, offers
free interactive activities
for kids. 

•Forty-four teams com-
prised of area architectural
and engineering companies
will compete in “Canstruc-
tion,” incredible displays of
canned food exhibits. All
the food will be donated to
the North Texas and
Tarrant County Food
Banks at the fair’s conclu-
sion. 

•The Wild West Pet
Palooza features rescue
animals trained to perform
in a brilliantly themed
show. 

•Increased decorative
lighting and artificial turf
covering the Chevy Main
Stage.

Deep roots shape
fair’s destiny

Glieber understands the

fair’s roots lie in agricul-
ture, and promises to keep
the heart of the fair rich in
its agricultural base. 

“He doesn’t have an ag
background,” Real said,
“but he believes in promot-
ing agriculture as our mis-
sion statement says and
because it’s part of who we
are as a state fair and why
we were created and where
we came from.”

Glieber feels fortunate
to have Real leading the
livestock side of the busi-
ness. “He has brought
some great, visionary ideas
to the state fair, and I think
he’s the brightest mind in
our business,” Glieber said.
“We are always planning
for growth and new devel-
opment of not only our
livestock and equestrian
competitions and exhibits,
but also of our public agri-
culture education pro-
gramming. We are always
working on ways to
improve the experience for
our livestock exhibitors
through recognition and
simple logistics. Our focus
on public ag awareness is
always developing as we
identify new, entertaining
ways to share the story of
agriculture with the fair-
going public.”

Real said many titles are

up for grabs at this year’s
show as the state fair is
hosting the National
Brahman Show, the State
Polled Hereford Show, the
State Junior Red Angus
Show and the National 4-H
Food Challenge. “Stiff
competition highlights the
fair, and exhibitors can
showcase their livestock to
lots of folks while they are
here,” Real said.

“We strive to create an
event that has value to each
exhibitor,” Glieber said,
“whether it’s premium dol-
lars or scholarships for
youth, or visibility, compe-
tition and marketing for
the professional stock-
man.”

Both men express
excitement about the
biggest change to the live-
stock show — the construc-
tion of the new Briscoe
Carpenter Livestock
Center, scheduled to begin
this winter. The 55,000-
square-foot multi-purpose
facility will be the hub of
future livestock activities
on the grounds. 

Real has started writing
a blog new to bigtex.com as
well. “It’s focused in two
ways,” Real said. “It shares
what we have going on to
exhibitors and where we
are at with the decisions we

are making to improve the
fair, but also to speak to our
regular fairgoers about
what is going on in the live-
stock area, and promote ag
and the programs we have
here in regards to 4-H and
FFA competitions as well
as open livestock shows
happening at the fair.”

A can’t miss event
The rekindled spirit

shines bright as the fair
staff talk about the upcom-
ing fair. Glieber said pick-
ing his favorite part of the
fair is a very tough call. “I
think it’s just the overall
energy of the grounds and
seeing people enjoying the
fruits of your labor for the
past year. There’s a lot
more people that go into
making the state fair a suc-
cess than people realize. It’s
always satisfying to have
packed grounds and happy
sponsors, exhibitors, ven-
dors and concessionaires.”

As Big Tex’s voice
booms “Howdy folks!” to
all who enter the gates
September 26 through
October 19 and experience
the contagious excitement
surrounding the event, this
year’s fair is sure to be an
affair to remember “Deep
in the Heart of Texans.” 

SLS

(Continued from page 1)
Texas pride...
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As everyone lines up in
the show ring, the voices
over the loud speakers
throughout the barns
announced the start time
and lineup for the first
class.

The voices we all hear,
but do not always put
names with, are just as
important as the judge
evaluating the livestock.
The voices keep the flow of
the show moving and help
keep order during a time
that could easily be chaotic
and crazy.

Dr. Randall Williams
has been a superintendent
at the State Fair of Texas®
(SFT) for 24 years and this
year will mark his quarter
of the century mark. He
knows all too well the
importance of the loud
speaker and how they keep
the event running as
smooth as possible.
“I was asked to be a super-
intendent in 1990. Since
then, I have been active
with the show and have
filled in wherever possi-
ble.”

Williams may be behind
the announcer’s stand one
day and helping line up
heifers to enter the ring the
next.

Williams said, “Either
way, I enjoy it and enjoy
helping wherever I can.”
Dr. Williams exhibited
Hereford steers for eight
years through his county’s
4-H chapter.

“The State Fair gave me
my beginning,” Williams
said. “With showing steers
at the State Fair, I was able
to take the winnings from
the year before and use
them to purchase that
year’s steers.”

After high school,
Williams graduated from
Texas Tech University in
1975 with a bachelor’s
degree, and in 1976 with a
master’s degree in
Agricultural Education. In
1981, he completed his doc-
torate and began his teach-
ing career shortly after-
ward. Dr. Williams is a
Piper Professor Award
winner for being one of Top
Ten Collegiate Professors
in the state of Texas for
2013.

New to the State Fair
‘voice’ last year was Terry
Starnes. Terry, a 30-year
rodeo announcer, isn’t new
to livestock show announc-
ing. Terry has been
announcing the Fort Worth
Stock Show and Rodeo
heifer show for 13 years

and announces about 35
rodeos a year.

“It’s a change of pace
from the rodeo business to
the show cattle business,
but, fortunately for me,
with both ways I get the
great opportunity to view
some really good stock,”
Starnes said.

Starnes, like Williams,
also began coming to the
SFT at a young age. “I
started coming here when I
was a member of the 4-H

chapter. We would come
down here for school trips
to see the livestock and
partake in the fair activi-
ties,” Starnes said. “It has
changed a lot, but the tradi-
tion is still the same.”

Throughout the days
they are assigned duties,
you can hear both of these
men announcing to
exhibitors and to the public
about class information,
results, and important
announcements. They help
keep the sanity in the cattle

barn. The guys aren’t just
voices, they are the main
aspect of what makes the
SFT so successful.

“When I was asked to
be a superintendent, it was
my opportunity to give
back, just a small amount of
everything it has given to
me,” said Williams. “I am
proud to say that I have
been able to work for
something so important for
a quarter of a century of my
life.”

SLS
Terry Starnes (l) and Dr. Randall Williams (r) are two of the voices
you’ll hear, announcing the livestock shows at the State Fair of Texas ®.

Welcome to the State Fair of Texas®

By Cultivate Agency
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National 4-H Food Challenge part of the fair lineup in 2014
By Macy McCasland
Do you have the skill to

whip up a mouthwatering
meal in 40 minutes? Do
you have the skill to do it
with a few selected ingredi-
ents and provide  nutrition-
al facts about your dish?

This is exactly what stu-
dents participating in the
4-H Food Challenge con-
test at this year’s State Fair
of Texas ® (SFT) are
expected to do and more.

The Texas A&M Agri-
life Extension Service
started the food challenge
contest back in 2006, and a
statewide contest followed
in 2010, when popular de-
mand for cooking shows
started. The 4-H specialists
quickly saw the benefits
students could gain from
competing in such a contest
that has taken over our
TVs.

Being a chef is not easy.
Some of us agree with that
statement more than oth-
ers. It requires precise
skills, abundant knowl-
edge, and let’s not forget
the amount of creativity
that comes into play.

Not only does this con-
test make the kitchen a fun

place for youth to be, but
the experience for students
is priceless. In addition,
they gain a lifelong skill
that is not only beneficial to
themselves, but also to oth-
ers.

The 4-H Food Chal-
lenge contest has its roots
in Texas, but it’s popularity
has spread.

“The contest started
here and then just started
to spread like wildlife
across the country,” said
Courtney Dodd, Extension
4-H Youth Development
Specialist for AgriLife
Extension Services.

The State Fair of Texas®

offered to host the first
National 4-H Food Chal-
lenge contest during the
annual fair, giving students
from states all across the
U.S. the chance to come to-
gether with their teams and
put their skills to the test.

Students enter the con-
test with a team of three to
five individuals and are
randomly assigned to one
of the four categories on
the day of the contest,
which include protein, fruit
and vegetable, grains, or
dairy.

Using the ingredients
provided per the category,
each team has only 40 min-
utes to decide what they
are going to cook and
develop a recipe with the
predetermined ingredients,
and then prepare their dish
for the judges. 

Not only do the teams
have to determine a recipe
and then successfully exe-
cute it, but the recipe has to
include every ingredient
provided at their cooking
station. Each team is also
required to add minimum
of two ingredients from a
pantry to their recipe,
which is stocked with typi-
cal pantry items you would
find in in your home
kitchen.

After the allotted 40
minutes, each team then
makes a presentation to a
judging panel. They are
required to explain the
preparation steps, serving
size, food safety concerns,
nutritional value, and cost
of the dish.

Teams compete within
their category, and the top
teams in each category will
move on to compete again
in the final challenge, par-

ticipating in the same pro-
cess with a new category, to
name a national champion.

“The evidence is there
that students are learning
to prepare healthy meals,
not only to increase in their
knowledge but they’re
actually putting their
knowledge into practice to
make them healthier,” said
Dodd.

What’s a contest with-
out prizes and rewards?
For the grand champion,
each team member wins a

banner and an engraved
cutting board inlayed in a
skillet. The reserve cham-
pion team will be awarded
engraved cutting boards
and a banner for each team
member. From the first
round, each winning team
of their category will also
be recognized and receive a
plaque.

This is another contest
that the SFT sees as not
only educational, but also
beneficial experience for
students and youth, not just

in Texas, but across the
U.S. This contest provides
a remarkable opportunity
to collaborate and expand
their knowledge on the
important subject of
healthy food practices that
will influence them for the
rest of their lives.

The National 4-H Food
Challenge will be held in
the SFT Creative Arts
Building on Wednesday,
October 8th. The finals will
be at 4:00 p.m. and is open
to the public.

Market week at the fair concludes with an auction, where top prices are paid for livestock projects exhibited
by Texas youth. The 2014 sale will be Friday, October 3rd.

Join Hereford breeders at the State Fair on:
October 10th-Open Hereford and State Polled Hereford Shows

October 11th-Junior Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows

Also mark your calendars for these other
upcoming THA Events:

Wednesday, October 22, 2014-Texas Hereford Fall Classic & Red Angus
Invitational Sale, Buffalo Livestock Market, Inc., Buffalo, Texas

Selling 75 Hereford bulls (horned and polled), 25 Red Angus bulls,
25 Registered Hereford females, 25 Commercial Hereford females,

and 100 Crossbred females
February 1, 2015 - Texas Hereford Association Whiteface Replacement

Sale & Cowtown Select Registered Sale
Fort Worth Stock Show, Fort Worth, Texas
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Youth Livestock Committee stays very busy
By Macy McCasland
The largest volunteer

committee at The State
Fair of Texas® (SFT) takes
on multiple tasks from the
beginning of the fair to the
end and time is no factor to
this group of volunteers.

With 350 volunteers and
growing every year, the
SFT Youth Livestock Com-
mittee has been a huge part
of the fair for over 20 years.
From moving tack and live-
stock all night for the mar-
ket shows to educating visi-
tors at the petting zoo, you
can feel confident a com-
mittee member will be
there eager to assist.

“There’s always a need
somewhere and always
something we can do,” said
Shorty Roberson, chair-
man of the SFT Youth
Livestock Committee.

The history of the com-
mittee began with having
the responsibility of brand-
ing livestock before the
auction. Even though bran-
ding is where it all began,
the responsibilities of the
committee have signifi-
cantly grown with the
needs of the fair over the
past 20 years.

“Our duties have just
grown a little every year,”
said Roberson.

Going all night from
6:00 a.m. Monday morning
until 10 a.m. Tuesday
morning on the first day of
market week is just another
day for this committee. The
volunteers help the con-
testants get their animals
and tack off the trucks and
into their pens during this
time, which proves to be an
all-night job.

The duties do not stop
there. Volunteers on the
committee help out with
the petting zoo educating
visitors about the animals
and act as an escort to sta-
tions during the high school
and college livestock judg-
ing contests.

More duties include get-
ting the food donated on
SFT Ag Awareness Day
onto the trucks and count-
ing or weighing it, assisting
with the speech contest,
branding all livestock that
make the sale, working the
gate at the auction and
helping contestants line up
their animals, handing out
t-shirts to the market show
participants, help in calling
out names and handing out
ribbons during market
shows, and anything else
that needs to be done in the
livestock area. 

“We’re here to do what-

ever is needed,” said
Roberson.

With all of these duties
and responsibilities the
youth livestock committee
takes on you can bet that
there will be at least three
committee members at the
fair every day from the first
day of the fair to the last.
The SFT may only be a few
weeks out of the year, but
planning for such a thrilling
event is a year ‘round job
for everyone involved. The
committee and its leaders

meet with SFT staff to
ensure that all areas are
covered and the committee
and volunteers are ready
for another successful year.

The committee is solely
ran by and composed of
volunteers, who choose to
give back their time. These
individuals are passionate
about giving a hand and
their time to a cause like
the SFT that educates visi-
tors, provides scholarships
for students, and so much
more.

The chairman of the
committee, John Rober-
son, has been a part of the
committee for 15 years,
with this being his fourth
year as the chairman. The
passion that he has for the
committee and its work is
outstanding. Their dedica-
tion to the event is tremen-
dous.

“I take a whole week of
vacation during marketing
week to work the fair.
There  are  also  a  lot  of Members of the State Fair of Texas ® Youth Livestock Committee help

with everything from the time an exhibitor arrives with their animal till
they sell in the auction.(Continued on page 6)
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others who do the same
thing,” Roberson said.

Volunteering with the
committee is easy and open
for anyone. The tasks and
duties are abundant and
you are sure to help with
something you enjoy. All
volunteers are available to
work shifts and tasks they
prefer and signing up is
easy on the SFT website.
If you are interested in
making an impact on the
SFT, an important and
exciting event to not only
people, but also to the agri-
culture industry, the youth
livestock committee is
always open to anyone who
is interested in becoming a
part of something that is
bigger than yourself.

SLS

(Continued from page 5)
Committee...

Seminar scheduled for youth
By Martha Hollida Garrett

Purina® Honor® Show
Chow® will present a Show
Ring Success Seminar at
the State Fair of Texas ®

(SFT) on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 30th. Concurrent ses-
sions covering show cattle,
show goats, show lambs

and show pigs will be held
in the main show arena.
The seminars are designed
to be interactive and
increase the skill set of
show ring enthusiasts. 

The sessions cover the
importance from start to
finish of a livestock project.

“We provide knowl-
edge, expertise, and tips for
youth to implement at
home with their projects, as

well as assistance with
show day and showman-
ship,” explained Zac
Blount, show feeds special-
ist with Purina®. 

Purina Honor Show
Chow and the “Checker-
board Winning Philoso-
phy” closely follow  “Pu-
rina’s founder, William H.
Danforth’s four square phi-
losophy of better breeding,
better management, better

feeding and better health.” 
The seminar will be held

at 2 p.m. in the main show
ring and registration is
from 1-2 p.m. on the
grounds on September
30th.

Individual sessions will
be set up in the four corners
of the facility with a species
in each corner, where prod-
ucts will be displayed, such
as animal health, nutrition

and show ring supplies for
that particular species. 

National Purina Honor
Show Chow Ambassadors
and members of the
Southwest Show Team will
be conducting the semi-

nars. As experienced lead-
ers in their species, they
will be sharing their knowl-
edge about being success-
ful in the show ring and
what needs to be done at

A Show Ring Success Seminar will be at the State Fair of Texas ® (SFT)
on Tuesday, September 30th.   Concurrent sessions covering show cat-
tle, show goats, show lambs and show pigs will be held in the main show
arena. 

Youth exhibitors not only learn from demonstrations at the Show Ring Success Seminar, but they also learn
about products and show equipment at various stations.

(Continued on page 19)
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Steering kids in the right direction
State Fair steer show volunteer discovers value of working with youth

By Lisa Bryant

While Big Tex symbol-
izes the heart of the State
Fair of Texas®(SFT) to
many, the people volun-
teering behind the scenes
embody the true heroes of
this annual event. In an age
where many organizations
struggle to find volunteers,
one Texan says working
with young kids restores his
faith in humanity.

By day, Charles Elk
serves as vice president of
customer service for
Dallas-based Oncor. Come
fall, many know Elk as the
long-time steer show
superintendent at the state
fair.

Elk first volunteered
with the steer show in 1988.
After 26 years, cattle types
have changed, but the qual-
ity of kids remains the same
and drives Elk to give up
endless hours to make a
difference in the lives of
Texas youth.

Growing up in Fannin
County, Elk was no stran-
ger to youth livestock proj-
ects. He showed livestock
through 4-H and FFA
before obtaining an agri-
cultural education degree
at Texas A&M University.
He expected to follow that
career path, but became
the agricultural representa-
tive for the electric compa-
ny upon graduation and
has transitioned through
several positions in the
company. 

While Oncor is a corpo-
rate fair sponsor and it’s
part of the company’s cul-
ture to participate in the
fair, helping with the steer
show is personal for Elk.
He said it helps him relive
his rural roots while living
and working in metropoli-
tan Dallas. “It’s part of who
I am and what I enjoy most
in life,” he said. 

Steer show duties occur
year-round for the volun-
teer team who serve as an
extension of the state fair’s
small livestock staff.  As
most people close the chap-
ter of the previous state fair
when market week con-
cludes, Elk is busy making
plans for next year. When
the gates close, Elk and his
crew take notes on the pre-
vious fair on a day-by-day
basis. They work with the
fair staff in the months
afterward to strategically
improve the next steer
show based on stakeholder
input. 

During the summer, the
team starts ramping up for
the current fair by looking
at exhibitor numbers, dis-
cussing how to approach
the fair and starting to
physically arrange the
space. 

“During the fair, we
basically start with a list of
entries and we conclude
when everyone is in the

trailer leaving town,” Elk
said. Duties include imple-
menting rules set by the
state fair staff, creating
stalling assignments, admi-
nistering the show, as well
as overseeing the weigh-in
and breed classification
processes. 

The team involved
strives to run the show so
that it’s helpful to both the

staff and the exhibitors,
while creating a positive
experience for the exhi-
bitors. 

“We want to put on as
good of a show as we
absolutely can for the
exhibitors and parents. I’ve
been on their side of the
fence. It’s nerve-wracking
and there’s a lot of time,
money and emotional
effort spent for this
moment. It doesn’t matter
to us who wins. We want to
make sure we give all these

folks their due. We try to
make sure it’s a good expe-
rience even if you’re not
standing first in class, ” he
described.

The team of volunteers
focuses on several goals for
the show — creating a fair,
efficient, exhibitor-friendly
environment that keeps
safety first.

“If you have a thousand
animals and several thou-
sand people they brought
with them, all on unfamiliar
territory you have to be

very careful from a safety
point of view. When you

Charles Elk serves as the steer
superintendent at the State Fair of
Texas®.

(Continued on page 9)
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SFT Livestock Auction Center coming in 2016

This is the projected look of the Briscoe Carpenter Livestock Center and when completed on the grounds of
the State Fair of Texas® it will house the livestock shows and sales, exhibit space, banquet room, offices, and
museum.

Daryl Real, vice president of agri-
culture/livestock for the State Fair
of Texas® says the new livestock
center is the beginning of new era
for agriculture at the fair.

By Martha Hollida Garrett
2014 will mark the last

time exhibitors will sell

their animals in old wood-
en sales pavilion. It has
been home to the State Fair
of Texas® (SFT) Youth
Livestock Auction for over
70 years, and if all goes as
planned the much talked
about and anticipated new
SFT Livestock Center will
be ready for use at the 2016
event. Next year, 2015
will see the auction held in
a transitional location on
the grounds.

The new Livestock
Center will be better
equipped to meet the needs

of the livestock events, auc-
tions and trade shows. It
will be multi-faceted and
serve as the location for

several events during the
fair, as well as throughout
the year. 

The first floor will fea-

ture 11,000 square feet of
exhibit space, a theatre-
style seating area,
show/sale ring, loading

docks, sorting pens and a
modern wash rack.

The second floor will
give a permanent home to
the fair’s Texas Heritage
Hall of Honor museum and
library, a gallery, lounge,
dining room, livestock
offices and a banquet room
for 400 people. The
Heritage Hall of Honor
showcases Texans, who
have made outstanding
contributions to agricul-
ture, with new honorees
inducted every other year.

Daryl Real, vice presi-
dent for livestock and agri-
culture at the SFT, said,
"The new Briscoe
Carpenter Livestock
Center is set for a grand
opening at the 2016 State
Fair of Texas.  I'm excited
at what this building will be
able to do for the fair, what
it will mean for the SFT’s
Heritage Hall of Honor,
and how we will be able to
continue through the rest
of the livestock facilities
with major renovations.
This is just the beginning of
a new era in building the
agriculture/livestock pro-
grams at the fair into a
must-attend event for all ag
enthusiasts."

The SFT is proud to
name the facility the Bris-
coe Carpenter Livestock
Center. The two families
are dedicated to agricul-
ture and dedicated to the
fair. Governor Dolph
Briscoe, Jr., John W.
Carpenter, Sr. and Ben H.
Carpenter are “all Texas
leaders, lovers of the land
and enshrined members of
the Texas Heritage Hall of
Honor,” according  to the
fair. 

“We are honored to
have the Briscoe and
Carpenter families support
our mission and support
our youth. With their help
we are able to better host
the SFT Youth Livestock
Auction, which benefits
our of Texas scholarship
fund,” Real described. 

The new facility will
cost $14 million and a very
significant portion of that
has been raised to com-
plete the 55,000 square foot
livestock center. Several
other naming opportuni-
ties within the facility are
still available to honor fam-
ilies dedicated to promot-
ing agriculture in the state
of Texas. 

If you would like to con-
tribute to the new SFT
building, please call
George Shafer, chairman
of the livestock committee,
at 972/735-9405.
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have 1,300-pound calves
and 80-pound kids, that’s
worth keeping your eye on.
That’s something we really
focus on.”

Market week means
long hours for the crew and
the hundreds of volunteers
who help drive the steer
show. “I’m probably there
14 hours a day that week.
It’s tiring, but you wouldn’t
be doing it if it weren’t a lot
of fun and satisfying,” he

continued.
Roller Coaster of

Emotions
After the show, Elk and

his assistants administer
the premium sale selection
process for selecting 56
steers out of the 600 to 800
shown. He speaks person-
ally to each exhibitor, who
qualifies for the sale to
explain the process, and
said he enjoys seeing the
excitement of the last kid
who makes the sale. 

Elk sees both sides of an
exhibitor’s emotions

throughout the week from
the high of winning and
qualifying for the sale to
the low of putting the steer
on the truck after the termi-
nal steer show and leaving
with only the halter in hand
and the precious memories
of time spent with that ani-
mal.

“You see the conclusion
of this year’s worth of work.
All of that comes into pret-
ty sharp focus for these
young people during that
fair. A lot of times they
aren’t thinking about that

when they show up at the
fair, because there’s a lot to
occupy their senses and
their time. As the days go
by at the fair, they start to
realize this animal is going
a different way than they
are. That also is a growing
opportunity,” he said.

“Most of them realize
that these are animals and
not people, but these are
animals that they’ve had a
relationship with for some-
thing like a year. There’s a
bond that forms. Moving
on from that relationship is
bittersweet at best.
Frequently that’s not an
individual experience,

(Continued from page 7)
Steering...

State Fair of Texas® facts at a glance 
WHAT: 2014 State Fair of Texas 
WHEN: September 26 - October  19
WHERE: Fair Park, a 277-acre entertainment and recreation complex owned by

the City of Dallas, located two miles east of downtown.
HOURS: Exhibit buildings open from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. (closing at 9 p.m. Sundays

through Thursdays). 
PRICE: General admission: $17 Child admission (3 years of age and up to 48” tall):

$13 Senior citizen admission (60 & over): $13 Children under 2 years of age
FREE Seniors 60 and over free on Thursdays

2014 THEME: Deep In The Heart Of Texans  
IMPACT: Economic impact on Dallas: approximately $300 million annually 
EXHIBIT SPACE: Approximately 370,000 sq. ft. in six buildings 
RIDES:  70-75, varies according to space requirements. The Top o’ Texas Tower

stands at 500 feet tall 1.4 million programmable LED lights that can be synchro-
nized with the Midway light show 

LIVESTOCK ENTRIES: Approximately 10,000 
CREATIVE ARTS ENTRIES: Approximately 5,000 
HISTORY: The first State Fair was held at this location in 1886. Fair Park was the

site of the 1936 Texas Centennial Exposition, which ran for six months and
attracted 6 million people. A 31-day Fair in 1986 celebrated the Texas
Sesquicentennial and drew almost 4 million visitors.

that’s a family experience.
“The moving on and

taking what you have
learned is a big step in a
number of these young
people’s lives. If you are a
4-H’er, who may not be in
high school yet, this may be
one of the bigger separa-
tions that you’ve had in
your life. It’s a pretty mov-
ing experience,” Elk said.

Another heart-breaking
experience is disqualifying
someone who obviously
didn’t read or understand
the rules. 

“They may have come
from several hours away.
I’ve been doing this a while

and you tend to know who
is sincere and who isn’t.
That is almost uniformly
the most difficult thing. In
fairness, you have to be
ready to deal with that, “ he
said.
Personal Growth Abounds

Elk sees the exhibitors
learning to cooperate with
each other during the fair.
While some come by them-
selves, more often it’s a
team of exhibitors working
together. 

“Even if they come by
themselves, they are stalled
next to somebody they
interact with. The best

(Continued on page 12)

SAN MIGUEL CREEK

Dr. Glen Tate, DVM • 210/260-0563

CCAATT TT LL EE CCOOMMPPAANNYY
Quality Brangus Heifers

Consigned to Central Texas
Independent Cattlemen’s Association

All Breed Bull & Female Sale,
Gonzales, Texas on Oct. 24, 2014.

•75 head – Brangus Heifers bred to low birth weight
Angus bulls for Winter and Spring calves.
Fancy, gentle and broody heifers in excellent
condition.

Mark your calendars for these

Texas Angus Sales this fall.

Oct. 4--2 Bar/Goode Angus Prime by Design Sale,

Hereford, TX 

Oct. 8--R.A. Brown Ranch, Throckmorton, TX 

Oct. 24--Hill House Angus Ranch Female Sale,

Salado, TX 

Oct. 24--Rutherford Ranches, Buda, TX 

Oct. 25--44 Farms, Cameron, TX

Nov. 8--Double Creek Farms, Meridian, TX 

Nov. 12--Evans Farms Bull Sale, Proctor, TX 

Nov. 22--Cox Ranches, Weatherford, TX 

Dec. 5--Lone Star Angus Alliance Bull Sale,

Hallettsville, TX

ALSO JOIN US AT THE STATE FAIR OF TEXAS

ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10th FOR THE OPEN

ANGUS SHOW AND SATURDAY, OCTOBER

11th FOR THE JUNIOR ANGUS SHOW.

To learn more about Angus, Texas Angus

Association and all our programs, events and

junior activities, click on www.texasangus.com

Texas Angus Association
131 East Exchange • Suite 116

Fort Worth, Texas 76164
Office: 817/740-0778 • Fax: 817/740-0877

Simmental and
Simbrah Breeders
From Across Texas

Support The
State Fair Of Texas

Texas Simmental/Simbrah Association
David Berry, President

310 VZ CR 2210 • Canton, Texas 75103 • 930/848-0470

Be Sure To Attend These TSSA Events
at the 2014 State Fair of Texas

October 16-Open Simmental and
Simbrah Shows

October 17-Junior Simmental and
Simbrah Shows

FOR CALENDAR OF EVENTS, INFORMATION ON SIMGENETICS AND
A DIRECTORY OF MEMBERS,PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.texassimmental/simbrah.com
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Contest drills youth on job interviewing skills

Brooke Chilcutt (l) was a finalist in the inaugural job interview contest
in 2013. She is pictured with Tammy Glascock, one of the superintend-
ents of the contest.

By Macy McCasland
The job application and

interview procedure can be
an unknown process to

most high schoolers, but
not to the youth participat-
ing in the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) Job inter-
view Contest.

Students from ninth to
twelfth grade, participating
in the contest, complete the
full process of applying for
a real job from creating a
résumé to conducting a
personal interview, along
with the other responsibili-
ties that come with apply-
ing for a job.

Not only do participants
have the chance to practice

and become familiar with
the job interview process,
but they also gain the nec-
essary skills it takes to land-
ing that perfect job when
the time comes.

“I look forward to hav-
ing job interviews when I
go into the real world,” said
Brooke Chilcutt, Weather-
ford FFA member who
placed sixth in the contest
last year at the SFT adding,
“Competing in the contest
has gotten me out of my shy
shell when talking to peo-
ple and has helped me in

other contests and when
applying for scholarships.”

Prior to the day of the
contest, each participant
must submit a résumé in a
timely manner for judges to
review before the contest
date to ensure the partici-
pants resume document
follows the specific guide-
lines given.

When the participants
arrive on contest day, there
is a written application,
personal interview, and
writing a follow-up letter to
complete.

“We expect to have
around 50 entries this year.
After we receive all entries,
we will then go through
them to narrow it down to
approximately 30 students
to compete on the day of
the contest based on their
résumé,” said Tammy
Glascock, superintendent.

Résumés submitted are
required to contain non-
fictitious information, in-
cluding real job and real
experiences participants
have had, as they  apply for
realistic job opportunities.

“My job I applied for
was an assistant swine herd
manager,” said Micah
Davidson, Valley View
FFA member who placed
third in the contest last year
at the SFT. 

“I’ve grown up around
pigs and that is something I
am very knowledgeable
about and I knew I would
be comfortable in the inter-
view answering questions,”
she described.

The written application
is composed of what job the
participant is applying for,
along with their skills and
experiences that are
included on their résumé.
All participants get 15 min-
utes to complete this writ-
ten application.

“Something I have to
practice is filling out appli-
cations, because 15 minutes
is not very long to fill out a
long application,” said
Davidson.

During the whole
process, contestants are
given the option of having a
copy of their résumé or a
personal business card to
have with them at all times
for reference. If they
choose to bring a business
card, contestants must
complete their written
application entirely from
memory.

“I always bring my busi-
ness card, because I feel
like it looks really good
that you come prepared
with that extra step. You
shake the interviewers
hand and give them a busi-
ness card, which makes you
look professional,” said
Chilcutt.

Upon the completion of
the written application, the
contestants then partici-
pate in the personal inter-
view round with three
judges, lasting approxi-
mately 10 minutes. Each
participant must bring a
copy of their résumé for the
judges to look over to base
their questions from and
learn specifics about the

(Continued on page 11)
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Big Tex’s Stable completes State Fair Barnyard experience
New horse exhibit dives “Deep in the Heart of Texans”

How was the west won?
What is the state horse of
Texas? How do owners
take care of their horses?
Discover the answers to
these questions and more
at Big Tex’s Stables, an
extension of the fair-
favorite Big Tex’s Barn-
yard. The new interactive
exhibit takes visitors deep
in heart of all Texans; high-
lighting the history of hors-
es in the Lone Star state,
horse care and modern
uses of horses at the State
Fair of Texas® (SFT). 

Visitors will start their
journey behind ranch
arena, at a place many

horses call home. In the
horse stalls, visitors will
have access to everything
in one horse owner’s tack
room. They will discover
the life of a farrier, scoop
some feed and dive into the
digestive system of a horse. 

They will end their visit
to the stables with a jour-
ney back into 17th century
Texas with an interactive
timeline exhibit highlight-
ing important events in

Texas horse history.  The
timeline begins with the
impact and legacy of horses
brought to Texas by the
Spaniards, allows visitors
to ride along with cowboys
in Texas cattle drives and
take a lap around a real
SFT racing barrel.  

Once visitors have com-
pleted their tour of Big
Tex’s Stable, they can take
a photo next to any of the
life-size horses involved in

the display or visit a live
horse in one of the neigh-
boring corrals. If you’re a
lover of all things horses,
take advantage of being
close to the Dallas Police
horse headquarters, locat-
ed north of the stables.  

Make a stop at the sta-
ble behind SFT Ranch
arena. The exhibit debuts
on September 26 and is
available throughout the
duration of the fair. Find us
on the map available here:
www./bigtex.com/map/ 

contestants. 
“Participating in the

contest gives you more of
the ability to think and be
calm in the situation where
you are getting drilled with
a bunch of questions. It will
get me more prepared
when I start interviewing
for real life jobs,” Davidson
said.

The contest is finished
by each participant writing
a follow-up letter after
their personal interview
stating their skills and
experiences, why they are a
perfect candidate for the
job, along with thanking
the interviewers for their
time.

The top six contestants
then move on to the final
round. The final round con-
sists only of the personal
interview, which is then
included into the final
scores to place the top six.

The SFT Job Interview
Contest has more benefits
for students than just prac-
ticing the essential skill of
applying for a job; prizes
will be given to the top six
placing individuals. The
grand champion wins $250
and the reserve champion
win $125, both are received
as a cash scholarship prize
for their achievement.
Third through fifth place
are given a special banner
for their placement.

“The job Interview con-
test is the one that I ab-
solutely really enjoy doing,
by far,” said Davidson.

This year’s contest will
be held Tuesday, October
7th as part of the SFT Ag
Awareness Day activities.

SLS

(Continued from page 10)
Contest...

By Cultivate Agency
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thing they get out of it is the
interaction with others,” he
said.

“The thing about show-
ing livestock that I didn’t
necessarily understand
until I got older is that it
seems to be an enormous
growth opportunity, realiz-
ing that you have help from
parents and other people,
but still having an animal
that is as big as a steer or a
heifer or a goat or a hog
that depends on you for its
existence, for a young per-
son that’s a real growth
opportunity. There’s an
enormous amount of
responsibility on that
young person to care for
that animal in a reasonable
way. I think the successful
completion of that over
several months or a year or
more is the reason to do

junior livestock.”
Elk said the steer

exhibitors are wonderful
young people. “They are
honest. They are sincere.
They are polite and they
work hard. Spending some
time at the state fair will do
you a world of good.”

In the end, there are
many heroes associated
with the steer show who
stand as tall as Big Tex at
the conclusion of the fair.
These traits will fuel the life
and development of many
youngsters while helping
the volunteers relive a few
glory days of their past. The
SFT truly produces a week
of champion-caliber exhi-
bitors and volunteers.
Thanks to the many people
like Charles Elk who give
so much of their energy and
are already working to
make the next year’s show a
reality.

(Continued from page 9)
Steering...

Chute-Out competition returns to State Fair lineup
By Martha Hollida Garrett

Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma and Texas 4-H
members will be competing
at the State Fair of Texas ®
(SFT) Big Tex 4X4 Chute-
Out Invitational on
October 8th. The inaugural

event was held in 2013 and
it’s back as both competi-
tors and spectators enjoyed
it.

The event, will once
again be sponsored by
Anderson Bean and will
payout $5,000 in added

money to the winners in the
barrel racing, pole bending,
team and break-away rop-
ing. In addition there will
be other prizes of buckles,
bootbags, boot jacks, hal-
ters and stirrups.
Anderson Bean will be
awarding a pair of boots to
the winning contestant of
each event and the overall
winners. Saddles will be
awarded to the all around
male and female contest-
ants, and saddle pads to the
reserve all around male
and female.

The chute-out invites
the top ten 4-H contestants
from four states to compete
in events. The contestants
will vie for the titles of all-
around and reserve-all
around based on the 4-H
member, who garners the
most total points within the
four events of the Big Tex
4x4 Chute-Out.

The contestants will all
be members of their state’s
4-H program and range in
age from 9 to 18 years of
age. 

The Texas 4-H Foun-
dation was instrumental in
getting this event kicked
off last year, under the
direction of now retired

executive director, Jim
Reeves.

Reeves wanted to cre-
ate a way to highlight the
riding and roping talent of
young people, after seeing
the skills and capabilities of
the youth competing at the
State 4-H Horse Show.

Steven Kahla, market-
ing director for Anderson
Bean, says their involve-
ment is largely because
they want to keep youth
involved in agriculture, and
enthused about the indus-

try.
“We realize this is the

next generation of leaders
for the ag industry and we
are pleased to sponsor this
event. We are the official
boot of Texas 4-H, so this is
an extension of our com-
mitment, which also in-
cludes the 4-H Ambassa-
dor program and scholar-
ship programs,” described
Kahla.

Each state is responsi-
ble for determining their
own set of guidelines for
qualifying participants.
The Texas 4-H program
selected the State 4-H
Horse Show, held the third

week of July in Abilene, as
their elimination and quali-
fying event. 

Kahla says that having
the event at the SFT also
brings increased public
awareness of not just the
events, but to the quality of
competition and the quali-
ty of the youth competing.

Last year’s event was
well received by contest-
ants and the vibe in the
barn was very positive. In
addition, it’s an event that
fair goers enjoy as it is fast
paced, exciting and those in
the seats find themselves
cheering the young com-
petitors on in their runs.

The 2014 State Fair of Texas® begins on September 26th and runs till October 19th.
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It’s a family tradition
It is a family affair and

tradition at The State Fair
of Texas® (SFT) Angora
goat show for the Weavers.
They have been showing
Angora goats at the fair
dating back to the 1930s.

Kristan and Kyle
Weaver are 4th generation
ranchers from Edwards
County, Texas. They raise
commercial and registered
Angora goats, along with
commercial crossbred beef
cattle. Their family has
been on that same land
since the 1920s, but their
ranching bloodlines trace
back all the way to 1850s in
ranches all over Texas.

“My grandfather, James
Dermott Weaver, stayed
right here in the dormito-
ries upstairs when he
showed here years ago,”
Kristan said.

The brother and sister
have been showing their
goats since they were old
enough to be in 4-H. In the
beginning, they received
last place at almost every
show for several years, but
eventually, their luck
changed.

After a few years in the
ring, they showed their
goats in Kerrville, Texas, at
the Hill Country Junior
Livestock Show; which is
the fifth largest stock show
in Texas, and the largest
Angora goat show in the
world.

“We would be in the
goat ring for hours, and
hours, and hours,” Kristan
said, “It was great.”

Kristan and Kyle start-
ed coming to the SFT again
about 25 years ago. The
whole family tries to come
every year. They like to get
to town in time before the
show to attend the
exhibitor dinner, provided
by the fair.

The Weavers love com-
ing to the SFT because “It
really is a ‘family friendly’
show here.”

“We love that we can
just show up, put the goats
in the pen, and go do fair
stuff,” Kristan said, “We
love to eat corndogs, cotton
candy, go to the petting
zoo, and all that fun stuff.”

The Weaver siblings
now bring their own chil-
dren to the fair. Kristan has
two girls, Catarina Crad-
dock- 6, and Cali
Craddock- 4; Kyle has two
as well, named Avery
Weaver- 5 and Margo
Weaver- 2. At the fair, the
little ones are allowed to
get in the ring with their

parents because it is an
open show with no set age
requirements.

The girls are still warm-
ing up to the idea of show-
ing on their own. The goats
are still bigger than they
are so they are a bit cau-
tious about getting too
close.

“My mom helps me and
she’s good at it,” Catarina
said.

The girls enjoy going to
the art gallery, and the Big

Tex Barn Yard while
they’re here at the fair.

The Weavers went
home with the grand cham-
pion and reserve champion
buck, as well as the grand
champion doe and reserve
champion doe from the
Pan-American Angora
goat division in 2013.
Kristan also won the prime
exhibitor award. 

Their love for their his-
tory, family, and business is
what makes agriculture so
great and is indicative of

many of the exhibitors at
the SFT. It really is a life-
time family affair with

great memories being
made along the way.

This year’s Angora goat

show will be held on Friday,
October 10th.

SLS

The fourth and fifth generation of the Weaver family from Edwards County, Texas showing at the 2013 State
Fair of Texas® Angora Goat Show.

By Cultivate Agency
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The 2014 State Fair®

Cookbook is available
Filled with a collection of prize winning recipes from the 2013 State Fair of

Texas® (SFT) Creative Arts Competition, this cookbook is a must for every SFT
fan!  The compilation features recipes from 24 different competitions from candy
to Tex-Mex.  There are even recipes from the youngest contestants, who participate
in the youth competitions.  A new addition to this year’s cookbook include recipes
from the pre-fair, jam and jellies and canning competitions. Whether you want to
make “Grandma’s Butternut Squash Lasagna” or “Apple Cider Glazed
Butterscotch Fried Pies” there is something in the SFT Cookbook that everyone
will enjoy.

The cookbooks are $25, plus $5 for shipping and handling. There are three easy
ways to get your book
• Call 214-421-8744 to order by phone with a credit card.
• Mail your check and order form to the SFT Creative Arts Department, P.O. Box
150009, Dallas, Texas 75315
• Pick up at the 2014 State Fair of Texas starting September 26, 2014 in the SFT
Creative Arts Building.

The State Fair of Texas® announces winners of the 2014 Big Tex Choice Awards

The 2014 State Fair of Texas ® Annual Big Tex Choice Award winning entry for the category of “Best
Tasting” went to the entry named “Fried Gulf Shrimp Boil.”

The results are in and
the winners have been
declared! Thanks to the
unique creations presented
by this year’s finalists, the
10th Annual Big Tex
Choice Awards featured a
smorgasbord of culinary
concoctions, with the per-
fect balance of sweet and
savory. With eight finalists
competing for the titles of
“Best Tasting” and “Most
Creative,” the decision was
far from easy. After being
evaluated by a panel of

prestigious judges, the final
verdict has been
announced: Best Tasting
goes to Clint Probst for his
Fried Gulf Shrimp Boil
while Justin Martinez takes
the title of Most Creative
for his Original State Fair
Brew – Funnel Cake Ale.

Clint Probst’s crowd-
pleasing Cajun creation
features everything you
would expect in a shrimp
boil rolled into a ball, dust-
ed with fish fry batter, and
fried to a golden brown.

Baby gulf shrimp, diced red
potatoes, onion, lemon,
and seasoning are formed
around a cocktail shrimp,
dusted and fried with the
tail sticking out for a han-
dle. Served with a
remoulade sauce, the Fried
Gulf Shrimp Boil is a
unique take on a classic
meal, with just the right
amount of kick!

As the only non-fried
food in the contest, the
Original State Fair Brew
provides a light and deli-

cious ale, reminiscent of
one of the telltale flavors of
the fair’s funnel cake!
Justin Martinez’s refresh-
ing English style summer
ale has been brewed to be
crisp, with just the right
amount of toastiness and
sweetness, finishing with
delicate notes of natural
vanilla; all great flavors you
find in a perfectly executed
funnel cake. For those

whose taste buds call for a
sweeter finish, take advan-
tage of the option to have
the rim of your cup coated
with powdered sugar.

Celebrating a decade of
deliciousness, the annual
Big Tex Choice Awards
ceremony took place in the
historic Tower Building at
Fair Park. For the first time
in its 10-year history, the
fair food festivity opened

its doors to the public. A
limited number of fans got
the chance to attend the
event and serve as taste-
testers for the food finalists
in this year’s competition.
With several hundred in
attendance, the event was
bigger and better than ever,
not to mention an added
element of community
involvement.

SLS
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Farm Day at the Fair reaches young consumers
By Macy McCasland
Agriculture has many

aspects that influence and
affect our lives on a daily
basis, many which most
consumers do not realize is

connected to agriculture. 
The State Fair of Texas®

(SFT) promotes and edu-
cates the knowledge of
agriculture through many
different programs, espe-

cially through one specifi-
cally for youth consumers
and students in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area with the
SFT Farm Day at the Fair
program.

Gaining knowledge in
the classroom, seeing a
milking demonstration
first-hand, engaging on
how to conserve water and
where it comes from, and
the importance that farm
animals play in our lives are
just a few of the activities
learned by students partici-
pating and attending the
program during the annual
state fair.

Jeff Raska, coordinator
for the program through

Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension said that this is
an outreach for students to
learn where their food,
clothes, and the home they
live in come from and for us
to teach on every aspect of
agriculture.

The program is specially
designed around the Texas
Essential Knowledge and
Skills (TEKS) state stan-
dards and provides two dis-
tinct agriculture learning
experiences consisting of
six in-class lesson plans
focused around Texas agri-
culture, one for third-
graders and a more science
based program for fourth-
graders to complete prior

to attending SFT Farm Day
at the Fair.

“Everything is related
to Texas, from crops and
plants grown in Texas,
along with different farm
animals,” Raska said.

Programs with catchy
names like Agriculture
Heroes, From Moo to Meat
and More, What’s for
Lunch, and Bio Tech are
just a few examples of top-
ics covered in the class-
room and offer proof that
the knowledge gained
through this program is
abundant. 

The learning doesn’t
stop after the six lessons in
the classroom though,

there is so much more for
students. 
The program also includes
a learning excursion to the
livestock barns at the SFT
for the students to actively
participate in continuing
their learning on the
importance of agriculture.

The learning excursion
consists of four different
guided tours that last
approximately 20 minutes
each with a presentation
for the attendees, followed
by time for lunch on the fair
grounds.

The learning excursion
is full of incredible oppor-
tunities for students to

Farm Day at the Fair reaches youth consumers and students in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area and provides information on many agricultural
products.

The milking parlor is one of the educational experiences provided
through the State Fair of Texas ® Farm Day at the Fair.

(Continued on page 19)

Join us at the State Fair of Texas for these
two big Polled Hereford events.

To learn more about TPHA and other upcoming events
visit us at www.txpha.org

Robbie Morish, manager
P.O. Box 1867 • Port Lavaca, Texas 77979 • 361/571-TPHA (8742) • manager@tpha.net

JUNIOR SHOW, OCTOBER 11, 2014

October 10 • Dallas, Texas
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Exhibit takes fair goers outside
By Macy McCasland
Exciting exhibits allow

visitors to participate in
numerous outdoor activi-
ties, from an air rifle range
to a catfish tank. These
exhibits are not only full of
interesting and valuable
information, but hosts acti-
vities where every person
can be fully engaged.

The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department
(TPWD) takes part in the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)
as an advocate to educate
families on the importance
of getting outside and ex-
periencing the numerous
activities available.

“These activities and
partnerships with festivals
around the state is where
we hope to get families
involved in more outside
activities. Studies prove
that being engaged outside
is beneficial for all of us,”
said Robert Ramirez,
TPWD outreach training
specialist.

TPWD saw a need to go
around to different festi-
vals state-wide to reach out
to people and educate
them on the multiple activi-
ties you can participate in

outside, they took action
with putting together a
travel exhibit program
called “Life’s Better Out-
side Experience” to part-
ner up with events such as
the SFT.

The hands on activities
include an archery range,
catfish tank, a section for
angler education outreach,
and much more.

The archery range is full
of opportunity to experi-
ence shooting international
style archery with certified
and trained instructors
around to show you the
correct techniques to be
successful in gaining the
basic archery skills.

Live fishing is available
at the catfish tank for visi-
tors to actually learn how
to catch a catfish--just
another example of how
engaging participants of all
ages get a sneak peak of
how exhilarating fishing
can be.

At “Backyard Bass”
catching a plastic fish is just
the beginning of the hands-
on activity for angler edu-
cation. After you catch a
plastic fish you will learn
how to identify it, along

with the rules and regula-
tions for that specific fish.
Is it a keeper? Should you
throw it back because it
doesn’t reach the state
laws? Those are the types
of questions answered
through the angler educa-
tion segment of the exhibit.

Age doesn’t matter
when participating in these
exhibits because they are
full of outreach activities
for groups of all ages.

“It’s for everyone; part
of our mission is to provide
hands on activities for the
unengaged families, from
grandparents down to
kids,” said Ramirez.

Hunter education, ba-
sics of camping, an air rifle
range, local fly fishing
teams, and knot tying skills
are more of the participa-
tive and informative activi-
ties that will be available
for all at the exhibits. The
local game wardens will
even be on site with a spe-
cial activity to educate and
answer any questions.

Just wait though, there’s
more. The exhibit also
holds touch tanks with a
variety of live salt water
animals, snakes, and alliga-

Live fishing is one of the many activities that fair goers can experience at the Texas Parks and Wildlife exhibit,
September 26-28th.

tors, along with skulls and
fossils for visitors to touch
and actively learn about.

TPWD also takes this
opportunity at the SFT as a
chance for visitors to
become involved with and
learn more about the local
parks and specific outdoor
activities available in the
Dallas area by partnering

with the regional parks to
join the exhibits. 

The TPWD exhibit will
be at the SFT for opening
weekend from Friday,
September 26 through
Sunday, September 28
located in the Fur and
Feather building.

TPWD  works hard,
along with many partners

and volunteers, to come
together and make the
exhibits at the SFT a suc-
cess to educate visitors on a
different aspect of agricul-
ture and proving with
hands-on activities what
the outdoors has to offer
for all of us. 

SLS
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Ag Power pumps up
plaza for exhibitors  

Power, performance
and exhibitors are just a
few things you’ll notice if
you walk around the all
new Ag Power Plaza dur-
ing the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT). This year,
Ag-Power, North Texas’
leading John Deere dealer-
ship is revamping the area
between the south side of
the swine pavilion and the
north side of the horse barn
to include a few new
exhibitor and agriculture-
friendly activities for
everyone. 

In fact, the new area will
allow exhibitors and spec-
tators to rest and recharge
before the show or during a
fun day at the fair. A new

recharge station will pack
some power featuring sev-
eral outlets for exhibitors
to charge their smart
devices. The recharge sta-
tion will also serve as a des-
ignated space for exhi-
bitors to bring their lawn
chairs and rest before or
during the livestock show.

“It’s important to us to
provide our exhibitors a
safe, cool space where they
can connect with family
and friends during the live-
stock show,” said Daryl
Real, vice president of the
livestock department at the
SFT. “The revamp of Ag
Power Plaza gives us all of
that and more including a
new space where exhibitors

can practice good animal
care.” 

Ag-Power will also
present swine exhibitors
with a new exercise ring to
exercise their show pigs.
The new exercise station
located outside of the
swine pavilion provides a
safe and spacious area for
showman to walk their ani-
mals to prepare them for
the show. As always, the
plaza will also feature the
champion and reserve
champion livestock
throughout the fair and
brand new John Deere
equipment.

The brand new Ag
Power Plaza debuts Friday,
September 26, at the swine
pavilion and is available for
all exhibitors. How close
are you to the Ag Power
Plaza?  Visit www.bigtex.
com/map/ to download a
map of the fairgrounds. 

Learn more about Ag-
Power John Deere equip-
ment at www.agpower.
com.

We’ve Got A Big Week Planned In Big D!
2014 National Brahman Show

at the State Fair
of Texas!

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13 
8:00 a.m.-Noon-Committee Meetings at the

State Fair of Texas
12:30 p.m. Board Lunch – Media Center
1:30 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting –

Media Center
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14
9:00 a.m. Cattle Must Be In Place
9:00 a.m. Weights & Measures – Aisles E & F
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15
10:00 a.m. Open Brahman Show – Females
6:30 p.m. Exhibitor Dinner
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16
8:00 a.m. Open Brahman Show – Bulls
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17
3:00 p.m. ABBA International Field Day -

Santa Elena Ranch, Inc, Madisonville,
Texas

For all things
Brahman, click on
www.brahman.org
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learn and experience the
milking of a cow in a milk-
ing parlor, see several farm
animals up close, and
examine Texas plants and
how they are beneficial to
humans and animals every
day.

“We have a little cotton
gin, where the seeds are
actually separated from the
cotton,” said Raska.

Last year the program
brought in over 6,000 peo-
ple, including students,
parents, and teachers who
learned about different
aspects and specialization
of agriculture.

“The program is open to
all independent school dis-
tricts, public and private
schools, and homeschool
programs,” said Raska. “I
don’t turn down any kid
and it is a free cost for all.”

Teachers or parents
interested in allowing their

The 212 foot Texas Star Ferris Wheel is always a State Fair attraction.

home in the barn.
“Each specie session

kicks off with our ambassa-
dors speaking and provid-
ing general knowledge
over topics ranging from
selection, genetics, man-
agement, nutrition, clip-
ping and presentation, as
well as showmanship,”
Blount said. 

Live animal demonstra-
tions are also utilized to
further enhance the learn-
ing experience and each
session will conclude with
an open question and
answer time.

At the conclusion of the
seminars door prizes will
be awarded.   A grand prize
package valued at $1,000
that will include show sup-
plies, feed and nutrition
supplements, and other
show ring related items.
Similar $500 and $250 spe-
cial packages will also be
awarded. On top of the top
prizes, hundreds of individ-

ual prizes will be awarded. 
The special packages

feature products from
Purina Honor Show Chow,
as well as the official event
sponsors: Sullivan Show
Supply, Weaver Leather,
Andis Clippers, Zinpro,
Diamond V, PMI Nutri-
tion, TASCO, NutraCea,
Cimarron Trailers, EZ-
ALL.

“We value the educa-
tion provided by a 4-
H/FFA animal project and
want to help these young
exhibitors and their fami-
lies to be successful, as well
as confident in their proj-
ects,” he said.

The seminar is free and
open to everyone, so come
out and see what skills and
supplies you can add to
your show box to be suc-
cessful in the show ring

The 2014 event will
mark the fourth year for
the company to partner
with SFT for an education-
al event for youth in agri-
culture.

SLS

(Continued from page 6)
Seminar...

(Continued from page 16)
Farm Day... students to participate, reg-

ister for the program prior
to attending the learning
excursion at the SFT and
are able to download all
necessary information and
full lesson plans on the
fair’s website to be com-
pleted beforehand.

Once a teacher or par-
ent registers their students,
they reach out to Raska,
who then sets up a specific
time and day for the group
or student to come to the
fair to attend the exciting
learning excursion.

Farm Day at the Fair
has something for all ages
to not only enjoy, but to
learn and engage with at
the same time. The 2014
SFT Farm Day at the Fair
will be held on October 9
and also October 13-16.

The SFT works through
multiple entities, like this
program, to spread the
knowledge of agriculture
to the visitors and con-
sumers in the area.

TRADE SHOW FREE TO THE PUBLIC!

www.southtexasfarmandranchshow.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

• Luncheon Keynote Speaker Each Day

-Dr. Doug Steele on Wednesday

-Dr. Don Renchie on Thursday

• Pesticide License Training

• CEU’s & TDA, BQA & CCA Credits Available 

• No Reservations Required for Programs

• $20.00 per day for Educational Programs

(Lunch Included)

Don’t Miss the 2014
South Texas Farm & Ranch Show!

October 22nd &
October 23rd , 2014

At The Victoria Community Center,
2905 E. North St.,

Victoria, Texas

30th ANNIVERSARY
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