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Celebrating Texas Agriculture at the State Fair of Texas
The State Fair of

Texas® (SFT) celebrates
Texas agriculture every
year, but this year it is going
above and beyond. As a pil-
lar of the fair’s mission
statement, Texas agricul-
ture will be in the spotlight
this year at the 2016 event,
themed “Celebrating Texas
Agriculture.”

“We are working hard
as an organization to get
closer to our mission state-
ment and be the represen-
tation of what that mission
statement says,” Daryl
Real, SFT senior vice presi-
dent of agriculture and
livestock said. “So this
year’s theme is right in line
with our mission.” 

The fair’s mission is to
celebrate all things Texan
by promoting agriculture,
education and community
involvement through quali-
ty entertainment in a fami-
ly-friendly environment. 

Celebrating Texas agri-
culture is a core value for
the fair because it is part of
the history and tradition of
the fair. The fair began in
1886 to promote agricultur-
al technologies, share ideas
among producers, and fur-
ther the advancement and
development of agricultur-
al commodities. 

“The fair started as a
place to bring new ideas to
the table,” Real said. “So

agriculture is very tradi-
tional and historical to the
SFT. It is also extremely
important to the world
today.” 

The fair’s role in pro-
moting agriculture has
shifted from a trade show
and field day affair to an
event that connects today’s
urban population back to
agriculture. 

“There really isn’t an
entity that has taken the
responsibility to educate
the public about agricul-
ture,” Real said. “As our
society gets further genera-
tionally removed from pro-
duction agriculture, fairs
and livestock shows have
an ever increasing respon-
sibility to share with the
fair-going public how
important agriculture is in
their daily life.” 

Today, Real explained,
the SFT continues to pro-
mote agriculture through
youth education and pub-
lic, agricultural education
programs. For years, the
fair has had various educa-
tional programs including
Ag Awareness Day, youth
competitions, milking
demonstrations and the
Texas Department of
Agriculture’s Food and
Fiber Pavilion – now the
“Go Texan Pavilion.” 

“Those programs are a
big part of our tradition,”
Real said. “We have them
every year to celebrate
Texas agriculture.” 

Along with this year’s
theme, the fair is rolling out
two new programs to
brighten the spotlight on
Texas agriculture, not just
for this year, but for years
to come. The 2016 SFT will
unveil two new programs
that have been in the works
for a couple of years – “I
SPY Texas” and the

Livestock 101 stage – to
add to the event’s tradition
of promoting Texas agricul-
ture. 

“We want to share with
the public that agriculture
is about technology, it is
important and it is some-
thing they need to be aware
of,” Real said. “The goal
isn’t necessarily to inspire
somebody to go get a
degree in agriculture, but
to be a place of learning.” 

Learning about Texas
agriculture via a road trip
across Texas is the best way
to describe the new “I SPY
Texas” exhibit. In the
Science Place near the
Kids’s Boardwalk, specta-
tors will learn exactly what
Texas agriculture is about
from all over the state.
Each region of Texas is
highlighted in the exhibit
for its role and contribution
to Texas agriculture. 

“If you think about the
game of ‘I SPY’, as you are
driving down the road, that
is kind of the theme for this
new exhibit,” Real said. “It
is meant to be a road trip
across the state of Texas,
showcasing the different
agricultural and natural
resources you are going to
find in the different geo-
graphical regions of the
state.”

The goal of “I SPY
Texas” is to tell the story of
Texas agriculture through a
familiar setting for specta-
tors – their car. Most peo-
ple see agriculture through
their car window as they
drive down Texas roads
and don’t even realize it. 

“We really wanted to
bring that to life and allow
them to have a little better
understanding of what they
are seeing,” Real said. “It’s
a fun way to teach the pub-
lic about what they are see-

ing as they drive across the
state.” 

The exhibit is divided
up into the regions of Texas
that are set by Texas Parks
and Wildlife. As spectators
go through the exhibit they
will feel like they are really
in that part of Texas
through bright and vivid
illustrations of the regions. 

Spectators will be asked
to spot different agricultur-
al commodities in the vari-

ous regions and after ‘spy-
ing’ them, they will learn
about the commodity. For
example, a clue will be ‘I
spy something small and
white.’ Spectators would
then discover it is rice and
learn about rice in the Gulf
Coast. 

There will also be a digi-
tal component with iPads
displaying interactive
games that children can
play to learn about Texas

agriculture.  “I SPY Texas”
is free for spectators and is
perfect for families and
guests of all ages. 

One of the longest
standing traditions at the
SFT is the youth livestock
shows. Since the fair’s start,
youth have traveled from
across the state to exhibit
their livestock projects at
the fair, filling the livestock
barns.

By Caitlin Richards

(Continued on page 2)
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With the new Livestock
101 stage, spectators will
have the opportunity to get
to know more about the
livestock that fill the barns.
The Livestock 101 stage
will be a live event modeled
after a late-night talk show. 

It will consist of a 20-
minute presentation, styled
as a talk show with a host
and guests. The guests for
the presentation will corre-
late with the livestock
exhibited in the barns that
day. Each day will be a dif-
ferent guest line-up, so
spectators can get to know
the livestock in the barn.

“It is meant to be a place
where the public can learn
more about the animals
they are about to see in the
barn,” Real said. “So if
beef cattle are in the barn
that day, we are going to
have a show and presenta-
tion about beef cattle.” 

Various species of live-
stock make the barns their
home during the fair.
Therefore, spectators are
sure to learn more about a
side of agriculture they
may be unfamiliar with.
From sheep and llamas, to
chickens and rabbits, spec-
tators will learn firsthand

from the guests what it
takes to raise these species
and their roles in everyday
life. 

Presentations will hap-
pen multiple times a day in
the Ag Power Plaza, close
to the livestock barns, at no
cost. Immediately after the
presentation, there will be
a guided livestock tour
through the barns for spec-
tators to learn even more
about the show’s guests. 

Adding and growing
educational programs
speaks not only to this
year’s theme for the fair,
but also to its mission.
Besides the two new pro-
grams, the fair is expanding
its “Farm Day at the Fair”
program where, elemen-
tary kids from all around
the Dallas-Fort Worth
Metroplex can visit the fair
for a day filled of TEKS
curriculum-aligned learn-
ing. 

Through a combination
of entertainment, art, agri-
culture, history and cuisine,
the SFT provides guests
with a unique way to expe-
rience every aspect of
Texas culture, all in one
place.

“Every year we host
millions of visitors with the
ultimate goal of bringing

(Continued from page 1)
Celebrating...

(Continued on page 5)

Join Hereford breeders at the State Fair on:
October 14th-Open Hereford and State Polled Hereford Shows

October 15th-Junior Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows

Also mark your calendars for these other
upcoming THA Events:

Wednesday, October19, 2016-Texas Hereford Fall & Red Angus Classic
Invitational Sale, Buffalo Livestock Market, Inc., Buffalo, Texas

Selling 90 Hereford  and Polled Hereford bulls, 20 Red Angus bulls.
Plus select groups of registered and commercial Hereford females,

as well as some Black Baldies.
January 29, 2017 - Texas Hereford Association Whiteface Replacement

and Cowtown Invitational Registered Sale
Fort Worth Stock Show, Fort Worth, Texas

2017
Bull Gains Test,

Heifer Development
& Pen of Steers

Program!

This is an official bull gain test & heifer development program conducted by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension
Service and members of the RGVBIA with direction of Dr. Joe Paschal, Extension Livestock Specialist and
County Extension Agents in Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy and Starr Counties. 

Consignors must pay dues of $30 per year per ranch to become a member of the RGVBIA.
For Bulls, this is an official 112 day gain test. Bulls must be from 15 to 6 months of age. Age groups consist

of: Group1, Late Summer Yearling Bulls: caved 07/20/15 – 10/19/15; Group 2, Late Senior Bull Calf: calved
10/20/15 – 01/19/16; Group 3, Early Junior Bull Calf: calved 01/20/16 – 04/20/16.

Cattle delivery day: 
Bulls & heifers: October 20, 2016
Pen of Steers:   November 4, 2016

*Consigner Review
“I can develop my bulls & heifers through this program for half the feed cost, plus I really use the perform-

ance data” 
Javier Moreno, La Negra Cattle Company, 
Edinburg, TX. To find more information &

registration application,
follow us on the website or Facebook.

http://hidalgo.agrilife.org/home/agriculture/
beef-development-program/

Call us at:
Hidalgo County Extension Office

at (956) 383-1026 
or 1-800-638-8239

The Rio Grande Valley Beef
Improvement Association was
created in 1998 to assist cattle
producers in the Rio Grande
Valley in improving the quality of
their livestock. We are happy to
say that we have had cattle pro-
ducers from all across the state
consign cattle in our program.

RSVP BY
OCTOBER 14,

2016

Data
Collected
Avg. daily gain

Ribeye size

Marbling score

Scrotal
circumference

Pelvic area
Frame size

Body conditioning

Heifer
Reproductive

tract score
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Big Tex Champion Club helps Texas youth
By Martha Hollida Garrett

The Big Tex Champion Club raises money to support the State Fair of
Texas® Youth Livestock Auction and scholarships.

The State Fair of Texas
® (SFT) Youth Auction
has been one of the mar-
quee events for genera-
tions and its impact on
Texas youth is immeasura-
ble. 4-H and FFA members
from across the state travel
to the fair to exhibit, and
hopefully market, their
livestock in the prestigious
SFT Youth Auction, annu-
ally. 

Four years ago, under
the leadership of Daryl
Real, senior vice president
of agriculture and live-
stock, the SFT Board of
Directors and many of the
fair’s strongest supporters
formed the Big Tex
Champion Club.

“The Big Tex Cham-
pion Club is a group of peo-
ple who volunteer, give
their time and support by
raising money from their
contacts to support the sale
and scholarships. They are
fully engaged in the fund
raising efforts,” described
Susan Brosin, SFT’s direc-
tor of development and
special projects.

There are multiple lev-
els of membership, de-
signed to attract a broad
base of supporters and this
year the group looks to
raise $200,000 to fund their
purchases at the auction.
As one would guess from
the name, a major empha-
sis is securing top prices for
the champions, but lots
down in the sale order at
the auction are also pur-
chased or supported in part
by the Big Tex Champion
Club. Many of the young
exhibitors then use that
money to fund their college
education and some of the
money raised also benefits
the SFT scholarship fund
directly.

“The leadership has set
a very impressive goal for
this year. At press time, we
can say we have surpassed
2015’s success by more than
$50,000,” said Brosin, who
added that co-chairs, Pete
Richardson and Gina
Norris, lead this year’s club
and they have approxi-
mately 15 volunteers on the
host committee.

A majority of the fund-
ing comes from member-
ship and sponsorships,
however, there are also
fund raising events year
round. One such event is
the SFT Sporting Clay
Shoot, held in the spring. A
golf tournament is also
held each year and from
which funds go to support

both the auction and schol-
arship initiatives.

In addition, a dinner
underwritten by the Big
Tex Champion Club’s pre-
senting sponsor, III Forks’
is held prior to the opening
day of the SFT. The dinner
is at the III Forks, Dallas
location and brings togeth-
er the major contributors
to the Big Tex Champion
Club and fair leadership.
This serves as a way to say

thank you to the donors
and to encourage them to
attend the youth auction
and see the young livestock
exhibitors, who will benefit
from their involvement.

Brosin also pointed out
that all money raised by
this club is spent on the
youth programs which
makes the Big Tex
Champion Club an excep-
tional non-profit model. In
addition to III Forks as the

presenting sponsor, other
major sponsors are Mike
and Carol Demas, as the
Champion Circle level
sponsor and Landmark
Nurseries, the Big Tex
Circle level sponsor.

The SFT celebrates
agriculture and the Big Tex
Champion Club celebrates
youth livestock exhibitors
at the fair, making the two a
perfect fit.

SLS
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Something for everyone
By Lindsay Allen

The State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) only comes
once a year and lasts right

at three weeks. Fortunately
exhibitors who find them-
selves at the fair for multi-

ple days, will also find
numerous attractions and
something new daily! In
fact, there will be 75 con-
certs within the 24 day run
of the show, in addition to
many other forms of enter-
tainment for all ages.

By clicking on the “Plan
Your Trip” link on the fair’s

website, it is easy to select
the category of entertain-
ment you and your family
are seeking. From live
music, special events, activ-
ities, auto shows and every-
thing in between the online
tool will help you build a
printable itinerary so you
are sure to not miss a thing.

Following is an overview of
the activities you will want
to add to your itinerary and
the best part of all is that
they are free and have mul-
tiple showings or perform-
ances daily.  

We all head to the fair
for the corn dogs and ani-
mals, so you won’t want to
miss the Children’s Health
Barnyard full of farm and
exotic animals that are
waiting to be pet and fed.
Little Hands on the Farm is

a must for any kid, as they
will have the opportunity
to role play and be a farmer
in a true “farm-to-fork”
experience that combines
fun and education, as well
as a treat at the end.  The
Wild West Pet Palooza is
full of skits starring rescued
animals-including porcu-
pines and pigs in addition
to cats and dogs that do
amazing tricks. The Pee
Wee Stampede Rodeo

(Continued on page 6)
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people together for a quali-
ty event that is unique to
our great state,” Mitchell
Glieber, SFT president
said. 

“Although agriculture
plays a key role in our daily
lives, it is not something we
often stop and think about
– especially those of us liv-
ing in urban areas, like
Dallas,” explained Glieber.

With fairgoers coming
from both urban and rural
backgrounds, we strive to
promote agriculture to all
visitors through our educa-
tional opportunities that
are as enjoyable as they are
informative.

Each year the SFT mag-
nifies the value of Texas
agriculture to their specta-
tors, but this year’s theme
will make it extra special.

(Continued from page 2)
Celebrating... Celebrating Texas agricul-

ture is not only celebrating
one of Texas’ founding
industries, but the fair’s
foundation as well. 

“It is the primary reason
we began 130 years ago,”
Real said. “So celebrating
agriculture fits right into
the middle of who we are
and our mission.” 

Agriculture continues
to be the largest single
economy in the state of
Texas. It is something, Real
said, you eat every day, put
on your back, and partici-
pate in every day as a con-
sumer. Real, along with the
many others who have
worked on the new pro-
grams, hopes the presence
of the new programs will
make an impact. 

“We want folks to leave
the fair and not only have
had fun and created lots of
memories with their family,
but specifically leave the
fair understanding agricul-
ture as an important part of
their life,” Real said. “If
they leave here and under-
stand that, I think we have
done our job.” 

To stay up to date on fair
programs, sign up to be a
Big Tex Insider at
bigtex.com/bigtexinsider
for promotions and up-
dates sent straight to your
inbox.

We want to share
with the public that
agriculture is about
technology, it is
important and it is
something they
need to be aware of

“

“
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gives children under six the
chance to be a cowgirl or
cowboy and compete for a
trophy on stick horses and
more! 

Big Tex’s Farmyard has
plenty of farm animal
babies and interactive dis-
plays to keep you “oohing
and awwing” for a while, in
addition to opportunities
to learn more about your
food sources and Texas
agriculture. The Lone Star
Horse Spectacular is a
great history lesson that
features horses and profes-
sional riders performing to
a historical narrative about
the history of Texas. The
new Lone Star Stampede in
the Pan Am Arena features
stagecoaches, horses, cow-
boys, bandits, Native
American dancers, sharp-
shooters and a Texas
Longhorn cattle drive per-
forming the tale of the
American West. The histo-

ry buff or theater lover in
your family will really
enjoy any of the aforemen-
tioned shows. 

Next, head on over to
the Pedal Tractor Pulls,
perfect for the competitive
kid, age 4-12, that wants to
compete for prizes and try
to cross the finish line first
while the crowd cheers
them on. While you are at
it, you must watch the pig
races in the Pan Am Arena
for a hysterical competition
amongst some squiggly
tailed friends. 

The music junkie will be
thrilled to see the lineup for
the Chevrolet Main Stage
featuring Kacy Musgraves,
Cody Johnson, Prophets
and Outlaws and more.
Like most things at the fair,
your admission covers your
concert ticket. The Dr
Pepper stage, Coca-Cola
stage and Budweiser stage
will also feature concerts
daily. 

Apart from what you
expect to see at the fair are

many performances you
won’t expect and will also
leave you wondering, “how
did they do that?” The
Canstruction performance
is a perfect example. Using
only cans of food, this char-
ity asks competitors to
build and showcase colos-
sal canned masterpieces,
with the cans being donat-
ed to the local food bank.
You can’t forget the butter
sculpture, either. The
Lords of Gravity Basket-
ball Slam Dunk Show fea-
tures performers from
Budapest, Hungary, who
combine acrobatics and
basketball into a high-ener-
gy and fascinating show.
After that, be sure to catch
a performance of Xpong,
an extreme sports show
with two pogo profession-
als showing off their skills
with flips and spins. 

For those looking for a
good laugh, check out the
midway barker, who puts
on a great performance and
the backyard circus that
lets kids be the star and fea-
tures lion tamers, tight-
rope walkers, ballerinas
and other circus favorites.
The Ronald McDonald
Show is a comical show
with magic, jokes, juggling
and if you luck out, you just
might be a guest star for the
performance. 

With more than 70 rides
in the midway, one could
spend days riding the 212
foot ferris wheel, roller
coasters and eating cotton
candy or even taking a ride
on the Texas SkyWay for an
aerial view of the fair that
stretches over 1,800 feet.
The Errol McKoy Green-
house on the Midway is
located right in the heart of
all the rides and proves to
be a refreshing rest stop for
all. 

In the Creative Arts
Building you will find
Competition Kitchen,
which allows non-profes-
sionals the chance to show
off their cooking talent and

vie for a blue ribbon and
bragging rights. The foodie
will be in heaven with the
Cutco Celebrity Chef
Kitchen schedule, which
features four to five
notable Texas foodie icons
preparing a signature dish,
sharing tips in the kitchen
and of course, samples at
the end of their show.

The auto show boasts
over 400 of the latest mod-
els and experts ready to
answer your questions and
the opportunity for fairgo-
ers to sit in the vehicles and
try them out.  The new
automobiles are spread
across three different areas
and are sectioned off by
foreign and domestic vehi-
cles and trucks. It’s not just
vehicles these manufactur-
ers are bringing, either;
interactive displays and
entertainment can also be
found in the Centennial
and Automobile buildings
and the outdoor Truck
Zone. No one can deny
admiring the vintage cars in
the Classic Corral, though.
The owners of these
domestic and import cars,
motorcycles and cus-
tomized muscles will be at
the display to visit and
answer questions. 

The 18 dedicated shop-
ping areas allow everyone
in the family to find the
right souvenir, gift or home
décor item. You can even
find the perfect “big ticket”
item from a hot tub to farm
equipment. 

The night owl in the
family will enjoy the
Starlight Parade held every
evening at 7:15 p.m., fol-
lowed by the Mattress Firm
Illumination Sensation
along the reflecting pool
with dancing waters and
fireworks at 8 p.m.  The
newly lit Leonhardt
Lagoon features thousands
upon thousands of multi-
colored lights illuminating
in the trees along the
lagoon, providing a perfect
end to your day at the fair. 

There is no way one
could possibly see all the
sights and take in the fun in
just one day, but fortunate-
ly these free, educational
and exciting performances
and activities take place
multiple times a day
throughout the run of the
show. Just remember to
wear your walking shoes!

SLS

(Continued from page 4)

Everyone...

Visit
www.bigtex.com

for complete
State Fair
of Texas

information!

Contests (above) and cattle shows (below) are part of the many activi-
ties at the State Fair of Texas®.
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Move over fried food
By Caitlin Richards 

It’s not only about the
fried food at the State Fair
of Texas® (SFT) anymore.
For decades the fair has
offered fairgoers an array
of fried treats and novel-
ties. The fair is stepping up
its offerings by adding out-
standing wines and craft
beers to their menus at the
State Fair of Texas Wine
Garden and Magnolia Beer
Garden. 

As a partnership be-
tween SFT and the Texas
Department of Agricu-
lture’s (TDA) GoTexan
Program, Texas-produced
wines and craft beers are
showcased at the State Fair
of Texas Wine Garden and
Magnolia Beer Garden. 

The fair and the TDA
have a long-standing rela-
tionship of over 45 years,
and has sponsored the
State Fair of Texas Wine
Garden for seven years.
The State Fair of Texas
Wine Garden will be going
into its eighth year at the
2016 event and the
Magnolia Beer Garden its
seventh year. 

“The gardens are a
great way to explore the
wide variety of wines and
craft beers made right here
in the Lone Star State,”
Karissa Condoianis, SFT
vice president of public
relations said.

The Texas wine and
craft beer industries are
increasing their impact on
Texas and Texas agricul-
ture. The wine industry
contributes $1.9 billion
annually to the Texas econ-
omy and employs more
than 11,000 workers. Texas
is the fifth-largest wine-
producing state in the
nation, with over 400 grow-
ers and over 360 wineries.
Within the past ten years,
the Texas craft beer indus-
try has experienced great
growth and now has 123
brewpubs and 108 brew-
eries.  

“The Texas wine indus-
try and craft beer industry
are really taking off,” Texas
Commissioner of Agricul-
ture Sid Miller said. “They
are growing leaps and
bounds in Texas.” 

Commissioner Miller
explained that Texas wines
and craft beers aren’t
always available in grocery
stores for consumers.
Therefore, having the State
Fair of Texas Wine Garden
and Magnolia Beer Garden
at the event gives Texans
the chance to sample and
taste the great wines and

beers of Texas. It also gives
the Texas wineries and
breweries more exposure. 

“At the gardens, fairgo-
ers will be able to experi-
ence Texas wines, Texas
craft beers and learn more
about the wine trails and
Texas wineries,” Condo-
ianis said. 

The State Fair of Texas
Wine Garden is nestled in a
quaint courtyard under a
huge oak tree, between the

GO TEXAN Pavilion and
the Pan Am Arena, making
it the perfect spot to enjoy
Texas wines. 

This year, the garden
will feature more than 30
Texas wineries over the
course of the Fair.  Some of
the Texas wineries partici-
pating are: Becker Vine-
yards, Cap Rock, Dry Co-
mal Creek, Llano Estacado
and Messina Hof. 

A hidden gem of the fair, the Magnolia Beer Garden is located in the courtyard of the historic Magnolia
Lounge. Fairgoers can look forward to 55 taps of exclusively Texas craft beers.

(Continued on page 8)
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“There is always a new
vintage to try at the State
Fair of Texas Wine Garden,
presented by the TDA,”
Condoianis said. 

Each day of the fair,
three Texas wineries will be
featured. Overall, 34
wineries are expected to
participate in this year’s
event. Fairgoers will be
able to learn even more
about the growers and the
process of making wines
here in Texas, and have the
opportunity to ask ques-
tions through the vintner
meet and greets. 

“We allow the vintners
to come in and talk about
their wines and methods,”
Condoianis said. “With
fairgoers coming from both
urban and rural back-
grounds, the fair strives to
promote agriculture to all
visitors through our educa-
tional opportunities that
are enjoyable and informa-
tive.”

Fair attendees over the
age of 21 will have the
opportunity to sample
three to four wines from
the featured Texas winer-
ies.  Samples may be pur-
chased by the taste, glass,
or bottle. Check the daily

schedule at bigtex.com/
schedule for the most up-
to-date information on
scheduled tastings and
vintner meet and greets.

A hidden gem of the
fair, the Magnolia Beer
Garden is located in the
courtyard of the historic
Magnolia Lounge.
Fairgoers can look forward
to 55 taps of exclusively
Texas craft beers. At the
Magnolia Beer Garden,
there is something to
please every taste with the
variety of Texas craft beer
options, plus a limited
selection international
craft beers.

The Magnolia Beer
Garden is a great place to
sit and relax under a
canopy of trees on a sunny
afternoon. Fairgoers can
also grab a table on the bal-
cony to watch the nightly
Starlight Parade. 

Promoting Texas agri-
culture is a core value of the
SFT’s mission. With the
State Fair of Texas Wine
Garden and Magnolia Beer
Garden showcasing the
wine and craft beer sectors,
the fair is promoting not
only Texas agriculture, but
the diversity within Texas
agriculture, too. Growing
grapes in Texas, as with any

(Continued from page 7)

Move over...

(Continued on page 9)

Texas Simmental/Simbrah Association
Greg Burden – President

602 FM 1652 • Grand Saline, Texas 75140 • 405-780-0372
www.texassimmental/simbrah.com

Texas Simmental/Simbrah
Association members across
Texas have the Simgenetics
you need for your herd.

Whether it’s Simmental,
Fleckvieh, SimAngus or
Simbrah you want---you can
find them in Texas.

We Have The Genetics You Need

Following are list of upcoming sales and events for
the fall, in addition you can visit our website .The
website carries our monthly newsletter, as well as a
complete calendar of events throughout the year.

• October 1-La Muneca’s 29th Annual Junior
Roundup & Futurity, Linn, Texas

• October 15-Circle M Farms Sale, Grand Saline,
Texas

• October 16-Black Label Sale, Grandview, Texas
• October 21-Pan Am Simmental and Simbrah

Shows, State Fair of Texas, Dallas, Texas
• October 22-State Fair of Texas Junior Simmental

and Simbrah Shows, Dallas, Texas
• October 29-7P Ranch Annual Simmental Bull and

Female Sale, Tyler, Texas
• November 3-Genetic Blend Bull Sale, hosted by

Circle M Farms, Grand Saline, Texas
• November 19-Two Fast Nickels Private Treaty Bull

Sale, Mineola, Texas
• November 19-21 La Muneca and Friends GIVING

THANKS Online Sale III
• December 2-Tom Brothers Ranch Private Treaty

Bid Off Bull Sale, Campbellton, Texas
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The State Fair of Texas® Wine Garden showcases a select number of Texas wines daily at the fair and a total of
34 wines will be featured over the entire fair.

agriculture product, can be
challenging. The unpre-
dictable weather is just one
of the factors that makes
Texas the “Wild West of
Winemaking.”

“Acknowledging the
significance of farming and
ranching in Texas’ past,
present and future, the fair
continues to promote agri-
cultural growth through its
large number of learning
initiatives,” Condoianis
said. 

From its interactive ex-
hibits showing how Texas
agriculture touches our
everyday lives and how
food gets from farm and
ranch to table, to the vari-
ety of competitive youth
livestock events and lead-
ership contests, the fair
encourages all visitors to
learn more about agricul-
ture.

Named the largest state
fair in the United States
and one of the largest in the
world, Commissioner Mil-
ler said that promoting
Texas wines and craft beers
at such a large-scale event
like the SFT does great
things for the wine and
craft beer industries, and
Texas agriculture as a
whole.

Rabbit Hole Brewing
out of Justin, Texas, will be
participating for a third
time this year. Laron
Cheek, owner of Rabbit
Hole Brewing, praised the
fair for having this event.
He agreed that incorporat-
ing events like the State
Fair of Texas Wine Garden
and Magnolia Beer Garden
is bound to have a positive
impact on the Texas wine
and beer industries. 

“It is a good way to get
our brand in front of a larg-
er audience,” Cheek said.
“We also always like to sup-
port anything Texan and
this is definitely Texas.” 

Cheek explained that
being at a venue where
people from outside of the
region and state travel to
visit is what does the trick.
People from all over the
country come the fair to
experience something new,
and a little bit of what it is
like to be a Texan. 

In addition to the gar-
den’s expansive wine and
beer selections, the gardens
are a great place to sit and
relax from the hustle and
bustle of the fair. 

“I found the beer and
wine gardens to be a very
enjoyable place to enjoy
Texas wines and beers,”
past garden patron, Donna
Laskoskie of Granbury,
Texas said. 

“To say there’s a lot to
do at the fair is an under-
statement, but between all
of the sights to see, I recom-
mend taking time to visit
this area,” Laskoskie said.
“It’s a little oasis amidst all
the action.” 

At the State Fair of
Texas Wine Garden, fair-
goers can also enjoy live
music from the State Fair of
Texas Wine Garden Sound
Stage. There will be new
jazz and blues bands per-
forming every weekend of
the fair. Check the daily
schedule on bigtex.com/
schedule for performance
times. 

Last year, the fair added
to the oasis-feel of the gar-
dens by doing some remod-
eling. 

Past patrons will want to
come check out the
updates! The State Fair of
Texas Wine Garden and
the Magnolia Beer Garden
are a fair must, so make
sure to stop by and experi-
ence a different side of
Texas agriculture. 

“We would like to invite
everybody to come out,”
Commissioner Miller said,
“to enjoy Texas wines,
Texas breweries and every-
thing Texas.”

SLS

(Continued from page 8)

Move over...
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Big Tex Farmyard exhibit
tells agriculture’s story

By Madison Gramling, Cultivate Agency

Big Tex’s Farmyard not only showcases livestock animals, but serves as an educational tool to show fair visi-
tors how animals are part of their life every day.

In 2015, The State Fair
of Texas® (SFT) further
expanded the way it shares
the story of Texas agricul-
ture through the addition
of Big Tex’s Farmyard, a
family-friendly, interactive
farm exhibit for visitors of
all ages. 

In the new format, visi-
tors have the opportunity
to walk through the exhibit
to learn where their food
comes from, starting on the
farm all the way to the din-
ner table. Fairgoers learn
how farmers and ranchers
care for these animals
throughout the entire
process and the role these
animals play in feeding the
world.

Daryl Real, senior vice
president of agriculture
and livestock at the fair,
said, “The goal of Big Tex’s
Farmyard is to explain to
fairgoers that agriculture
matters to them and also to
teach them about the live-
stock animals that provide
food, fiber and everyday
products they use.”

The new exhibit was a
smashing success, with
more than 100,000 visitors
in its inaugural year at the
Fair. 

Big Tex’s Farmyard is
returning to the 2016 State
Fair to do its part to pro-
mote this year’s theme—
celebrating Texas agricul-
ture.

Previously called Big
Tex’s Barnyard, the new
exhibit features live cattle,
sheep and goats. Ad-
ditionally, a sow and her
piglets and an incubator
where chicks are hatching
are available for visitors to
see.

The Farmyard is differ-
ent than other animal
exhibits—it is not a petting
zoo. Livestock animals are
on display in a more natu-
ral environment in which
their purpose in agriculture
is explained.

Within the Farmyard,
each livestock species is on
display with signage
describing its particular
breed and facts about the
breed. There were three
breeds of goats and three
breeds of sheep in the
Farmyard, with signage
describing the characteris-
tics and purpose of each.

Tour guides are avail-
able within the Farmyard

to answer any questions
fairgoers may have. The
exhibit also has interns
from Texas universities
throughout the regions to
assist in opening up the dia-
logue about production
agriculture. The interns
also ensure that animals
are well cared for and that

the exhibit remains clean.
In addition to live ani-

mals, the exhibit is also
home to Big Tex’s General
Store. The purpose of the
store is to provide a way for
visitors to make the con-
nection between products
they use and the food they

(Continued on page 11)
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eat with the animals that
provide them.

Within the store, a meat
case displays various cuts
of beef, pork, chicken,
lamb and goat. On the wall
behind the meat case, ani-
mals with the primal areas
labeled are displayed for
visitors to see. Some fairgo-
ers had their first realiza-
tion that their food comes
from a certain area of a
livestock animal by viewing
this part of the exhibit. 

Real remarked about
one particular instance of

agricultural education at
work within Big Tex’s
Farmyard. A young boy
saw the bacon in the meat
case, found the primal it
comes from on the sign and
ran out of the store and told
his grandma that bacon
comes from the belly of a
pig.

“The exhibit’s success
was shown through the
boy’s reaction. Visitors
learned new things about
agriculture and then com-
municated it to others. If
people are learning and
sharing, we have achieved
success in this exhibit,”
Real said.

The general store also
provides an avenue for visi-
tors to learn about the role
livestock animal byprod-
ucts play in their everyday
lives. 

Fairgoers learned that
various products they use
on a daily basis come from
animals. Animal hides, fats
and proteins are used to
create many items, includ-
ing candles, deodorant,
toothpaste, glue, and soaps,
just to name a few.

Big Tex’s Farmyard is
located on the south side of
the park called Kids’
Boardwalk. The new loca-
tion is a great way to reach
as many young families as
possible with the positive
message of Texas agricul-
ture.  

Visitors can celebrate
Texas agriculture by visit-
ing Big Tex’s Farmyard
during the 2016 State Fair
of Texas, September 30
through October 23, 2016.
The Farmyard is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Visitors to the State Fair of Texas® have the opportunity to walk through Big Tex’s Farmyard  to learn where
their food comes from, starting on the farm all the way to the dinner table.

Farm Day at the Fair is
an educational program
that brings agricultural
awareness to urban stu-
dents in the third and
fourth grades of the DFW
Metroplex. This year there
will be 12 days designated
for the program and is on
track to exceed the 2,358
students who participated
last year. 

“Some of these children
have never seen a live farm
animal. They come and
spend the day with us and
learn about their food,
clothes and the overall
impact of agriculture on
their daily lives,” explains
Elizabeth Rudd, Agricul-
ture and Natural Resour-
ces County Extension
Agent and coordinator of
the program.

The schools each pre-
register to be part of the
program and lesson plans
are provided for the teach-
ers to use prior to or after-
wards to complement the
learning experience. 

The school children visit
the dairy parlor, learn
about crops and livestock,
as well as other agricultural
commodities. Some of the
learning time is presenta-
tion and some is interac-
tive.

The program began 14
years ago and continues to
drive home the key points
of the SFT’s mission state-
ment, related to agricul-
ture, education and com-
munity.

SLS

Farm Day brings awareness
to the agriculture industry

(Continued from page 10)
Exhibit...
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Ag-Power Plaza promotes
agricultural education at the SFT 

By Madison Gramling, Cultivate Agency

With only two percent
of Americans directly con-
nected to agriculture, it is
no secret that most of the
visitors at the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) do not have
an extensive knowledge of
modern agriculture. 

The fair hosts a number

of agriculture education
programs each year to
bridge the gap between
fairgoers and those in-
volved in production agri-
culture. One area in partic-
ular is different—Ag-
Power Plaza.

The area gets its name

from Ag-Power, a progres-
sive dealer of agricultural
and consumer equipment
and a title sponsor of the
SFT. Ag-Power is proud to
sponsor Ag-Power Plaza
and promote agricultural
education programs at the
Fair.

Ag-Power Plaza pro-
vides a fun, family friendly
environment to invite fair-
goers into an area they may
not visit otherwise—the
livestock area. Formerly
known as Bull’s Alley, it is
located in the area between
the coliseum, the swine
barn and cattle barn 1. 

Daryl Real, senior vice
president of agriculture
and livestock said, “Ag-
Power Plaza provides an
avenue for agriculture edu-
cation—different than any
other area of Fair Park. We
are grateful for Ag-Power’s
continued sponsorship of
the area to ensure that fair-
goers will learn about agri-
culture, and why it’s impor-
tant to them, for years to
come.”

The theme of the 2016
event is “Celebrating Texas
Agriculture.” Ag-Power
Plaza does its part in cele-
brating Texas agriculture
by inviting the general pub-
lic into the livestock area to
educate them in a vast
array of topics within agri-
culture.

“The SFT aims to pro-
mote agriculture and edu-
cate consumers. Ag-Power
Plaza is another way the
State Fair of Texas is teach-
ing the public about how
their food and fiber is pro-
duced," said Real.

Ag-Power Plaza is
home to several different
exhibits and activities to
educate fairgoers of all
ages in the broad topic of
production agriculture.

Livestock 101 is a new
exhibit to the fair this year.
Its aim is to teach fairgoers
about livestock animals
and the roles they play in
their daily lives. 

This exhibit mirrors a
late night talk show—each
show has a host that inter-
views a featured guest.
Guests for the Livestock
101 show may include
youth exhibitors with their
animals, veterinarians,
judges and show superin-
tendents. 

(Continued on page 14)
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Heritage and the future,
connect Norris to SFT

Gina Norris

By Martha Hollida Garrett
Gina Norris may spend

her days in high rise office
buildings in Dallas, but her
roots are in agriculture and
the State Fair of Texas®
(SFT) is her way of staying
connected to her heritage
and helping the youth of
Texas stay connected to
agriculture.

Norris’ childhood was
spent on the family dairy in
downstate Illinois. She and
her five siblings worked
alongside her parents and
through her teens she was
heavily involved in 4-H
activities.

“I had a wonderful
upbringing on the farm and
for us, 4-H was a family
affair. It was also my win-
dow to other towns, coun-
ties, the state of Illinois and
other regions of the coun-
try, through the various
competitions and experi-
ences,” she explained.

Today, Norris works for
Matthews Southwest, a real
estate development com-
pany operating in North
Texas and in major cities in
Canada.  She is the senior
vice president of partner
relations. She is also on the
SFT Board of Directors
and serves on the SFT’s
Executive and Finance/
Audit Committees, plus co-
chairs the Big Tex
Champion Club with Pete
Richardson.

“I met George Shafer in
2002, when he was chair-
man of the board for the
fair, and in that first discus-
sion we talked about our
upbringing. When I talked
about my family’s deep
involvement in agriculture,
he immediately said, ‘I’ve
got a job for you,’” she said.
Volunteering at the annual
event became a mainstay in
her life, with the SFT Youth
Livestock Auction and 4-H
and FFA exhibitors bene-
fiting from her drive and
determination.

That volunteer “job”
has turned into a passion.
Norris is always eager to
discuss the fair, how people
can become involved in its
mission and experience
working together to help
the next generation of agri-
culturalists, as well as youth
in the Dallas metro area. 

“The SFT, to my knowl-
edge, is the only institution
in Dallas whose core mis-
sion is to support agricul-
ture. It’s the only place that
places an emphasis on giv-
ing back to our rural neigh-

bors. It’s easy in a city to get
busy with the needs and
projects of that urban area,
but the SFT helps remind
us all of our roots. It gets us
back to the basics and helps
people understand the vital
role agriculture plays each
day in our lives,” she said.

Norris, who has a work
history of 30-plus years in
banking, oversight of oper-
ating businesses and real

estate, puts those skills to
work for the SFT in her
involvement on the board
and its committees – but if
you want to know where
her heart goes to work,
then ask her about the
Youth Livestock Auction.

“My grandfather was
one of the driving forces in
our county fair and I saw
the impact he made. As a
child, I saw the impact 4-H

leaders and parents
involved in 4-H made.
Raising funds for Texas 4-
H and FFA exhibitors from
across the state is an exten-
sion of my roots and I love
what we’re able to do for
these kids and communi-
ties,” she said, adding that
while the main focus of the
SFT’s Big Tex Champion
Club is to raise money to
purchase projects in the
auction, funds are also used
for college scholarships for
students from around the
state who compete in SFT
livestock events, as well as
students from five local
high schools.

(Continued on page 16)
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Interviewees will ans-
wer the host’s questions in
order to inform fairgoers of
the practices of raising,
exhibiting and caring for
livestock animals. The
show also aims to teach
fairgoers why livestock ani-
mals are necessary for their
daily lives.

Each day, Livestock 101
will host four shows open
to the public. Show times
are 10:30 am, 12:30 pm, 2:30
pm and 4:30 pm. The exhib-
it is located right in front of
the coliseum and across
from Little Hands on the
Farm.

Moo U guided livestock
tours also lay within Ag-
Power Plaza. 

These guided tours pro-
vide visitors with the
opportunity to visit the
livestock barns, see live-
stock animals and their
exhibitors, all while having
fun in the process. Moo U
guided livestock tours
explain the reasoning
behind livestock shows and
why exhibitors bring live-
stock animals to the Fair,
all while entertaining par-
ticipants through humor. 

Moo U’s tour guides
communicate interesting
and little known facts
about the livestock seen in
the livestock barns on the
tours. Tour participants
learn about the complexity
of the production livestock
industry and by-products
livestock animals help pro-
duce.

Jeannene Xanthus,
founder of Moo U,
explained that each tour
given is unique. The con-
tent of each tour covers
what is going on in the
barns in that moment. Each
year, there are many repeat
customers of the Moo U
tours because the educa-
tional experience is never
the exact same each time.

These tours allow par-
ticipants to ask any ques-
tions they may have about
livestock production, on-
farm practices, livestock
shows and animals in gen-
eral. 

Sixteen guided tours are
given each day. The tours
begin every 30 minutes
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
daily. All tours depart from
the Livestock 101 area in
Ag-Power Plaza.

Located on the corner
of Ag-Power Plaza is Little
Hands on the Farm. This is
a fun and interactive exhib-
it for young families to
learn how their food goes
from the farm to the table. 

The exhibit is set up as a

small farm—kids partici-
pate in activities such as
planting seeds, gathering
eggs, tractor driving, feed-
ing animals and harvesting
and transporting crops.

At the end of the jour-
ney through a farm day,
young participants can pur-
chase snacks from the
General Store using their
earnings from sold crops.

Xanthus is also the man-
ager of the Little Hands on
the Farm exhibit. She said
Little Hands on the Farm
updates materials each
year, with changing educa-
tional components to teach
new and returning farigo-
ers alike, something differ-
ent each year.

The Little Hands on the
Farm exhibit is open daily
from 10 am to 7 pm.

Tex’s Pride, Big Tex’s
pet Longhorn steer, also
makes his home in Ag-
Power Plaza, right next to
the Livestock 101 stage.
Tex’s Pride is one of several
specialty animals on dis-
play for fairgoers to see
every day of the fair. He
catches visitors’ attention
with his impressive 90 inch
horn length from tip to tip.
He provides another agri-
cultural education avenue
by drawing fairgoers into
the livestock area.

Not only does Ag-
Power Plaza provide fun
for fairgoers, it also pro-
vides amenities for live-
stock exhibitors. There is
an exhibitor area outside of
the swine barn that hosts a
pop-up tent where exhi-
bitors can come outside
and relax, with chairs to
take a load off and power
outlets to charge mobile
devices.

Additionally, there is an
exercise area where swine
exhibitors can walk their
show pigs. The open area
provides a better alterna-
tive for exhibitors than
walking pigs around in the
crowded aisles of the swine
barn.

Of course, Ag-Power
Plaza simply would not be
Ag-Power Plaza without
tractors in the area. Each
year, Ag-Power brings an
impressive array of their
shiny, green John Deere
tractors to put on display—
not only to decorate the
area, but also to act as a
showcase of equipment for
fairgoers looking to
upgrade their property.

Visit Ag-Power Plaza at
the SFT from September
30-October 23, 2016 to see
the work the fair and Ag-
Power are putting into edu-
cating the general public in
agriculture.

SLS
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32nd Annual

October 19th & 20th, 2016
At the Victoria Community
Center, 2905 E. North St.,

Victoria, Texas

TRADE SHOW
FREE TO THE PUBLIC!

www.southtexasfarmandranchshow.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

• Luncheon Keynote
Speaker Each Day

-Darrell Glaser 
on Wednesday

-Julie Borlaug 
on Thursday

• Pesticide License Training
• CEU’s & TDA, BQA &

CCA Credits Available 
• No Reservations Required 

for Programs
• $20.00 per day for

Educational Programs
(Lunch Included)

•13th Annual Scholarship
Golf Tournament Tuesday,
October 18th, 8 a.m. Tee 
Time, Colony Creek 
Country Club
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New additions, new opportunities

During their stay at the fair, exhibitors once unloaded, can relax in the new hospitiality area that includes wi-
fi, areas for work and study and a play area for children.

By Lindsay Allen
There are the iconic and

nostalgic sights at the State
Fair of Texas® (SFT), like
the corn dogs, ferris wheel
and high quality exhibitors,
but in addition to these well
known symbols and shows
of the fair will be a new set
of events, contests and
shows this year. With these
new events come increased
excitement, contestant par-
ticipation, and livestock
perhaps, someday, they too
will be part of the fair’s
iconic image as well.

The fair boasts almost
20 educational contests for
4-H and FFA members,
and even select collegiate
contests. With job inter-
views to food challenges,
tractor restoration and
public speaking, the fair
provides an array of con-
tests to help develop and
grow youth. This year will
be no different as the SFT
seeks to provide new
opportunities to challenge
youth. 

What used to serve as
the milking parlor for edu-
cational demonstrations is
now a hospitality area for
exhibitors, equipped with
wi-fi and comfortable seat-
ing, a play yard and rest
area for exhibitors and
their families. “This will be
a welcoming environment
that serves as a great study
area for our youth to stay
ahead in their school
work,” said MaKayla
Cromwell, SFT livestock
manager. 

With lounge seating,
concessions and more,  this
new exhibitor study area
really will provide true
Texas hospitality and pro-
vide youth a convenient
and easy way to complete
their schoolwork. 

“In addition to the
studying that will take
place in this area, young
kids can come and interact,
meet new friends and other
exhibi-tors,” Cromwell ad-
ded.  

With the exhibitor
always in mind, the fair
wanted to expand their
contest opportunities for
youth, specifically in pro-
duction agriculture, Crom-
well said and thus, the Beef
Skillathon and Sheep Skil-
lathon have been added to
this year’s contests. Mem-
bers of 4-H and FFA can
compete in these skil-
lathons that operate in an
elimination style contest
and mimic the Swine
Skillathon that is already a
part of the schedule. 

“The prelims begin with
contestants taking a writ-
ten quiz that focuses on
industry related questions,
which can cover meat
prices, current industry
related topics and much
more. From there, contest-
ants can advance to the
next round of breed and
tool identification. We will
display pictures of that
species and equipment
used specific to it, like an
ear-tagging gun for cattle,

and ask the contestants to
properly identify them.
Contestants with the high-
est score will advance to
our final round. The finals
look a little different
depending on the species.
For beef, contestants could
be asked to have a back-
and-forth discussion with a
panel to include industry
specific questions, while
the sheep finalists could be
interviewed based on their

(Continued on page 16)
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Norris is quick to note
that the fair has three focal
points in its mission: agri-
culture, education and
community involvement.
The Big Tex Champion
Club’s support of the SFT
Youth Livestock Auction
hits on all three.

“Many of these kids use
the money received from
their projects towards a
college education and
many choose careers in
agriculture. Communities
are helped as we support
these kids, including our
own community of Dallas,”
she remarked.

Norris was a driving
force in the formation of
the Big Tex Champion
Club. She works year-
round to secure supporters
and funds for the club,
which was organized four
years ago to solidify funds
for the grand champion
steer, as well as other lots at
the SFT Youth Livestock
Auction, and ultimately for
scholarships. 

Other SFT fundraising
events during the year
include a competitive
Sporting Clay Shoot in the
spring, which raises funds
for the auction, the Big Tex
Golf Classic tournament,

which primarily raises
money for the SFT’s Youth
Scholarship Program, and
the Big Tex Champion
Club Dinner.

“The dinner is the brain
child of John Harkey and
Bill Watson at Consoli-
dated Restaurant Opera-
tions, owner of III Forks
Steakhouse. III Forks
underwrites the dinner and
which allows us an evening
with our major sponsors
where we can further talk
about the mission of the
fair and show our thanks to
our supporters. It is  usually
held within a week of the
SFT’s opening date and
serves as a way to encour-
age these supporters to
attend the fair and see the
recipients of their dona-
tions at the SFT Youth
Livestock Auction,” she
explained.

Norris found her way
from the dairy farm in
Illinois to Texas, by way of
earning a fellowship to the
master’s program at the
University of Texas (UT).
She had graduated from
Western Illinois University
with a bachelor’s degree in
business management. In
1982 she earned her MBA
from UT and returned to
Illinois to work in banking.
Nine months later, she was
transferred to Dallas in

1983 and she has made
“Big D” her home since.

She worked in banking
for 18 years, and then
joined the Crow Family at
Crow Holdings for 10
years, prior to joining
Matthews Southwest.

She and her husband,
Pat, have two daughters.
Her older daughter is a
fourth grade teacher and
the younger is majoring in
marketing at Clemson
University.

“The SFT has always
been part of their lives.
Columbus Day became our
favorite holiday because
that was “State Fair Day”
on my girls’ school calen-
dar when  we would spend
the whole day at the fair. It
was a way for us to connect
my upbringing to their lives
in the city, by spending time
in the agricultural exhi-
bits,” she added.

The SFT continues to be
a family event for Norris, as
each year her dad makes a
visit from Illinois to attend
the Youth Livestock Auc-
tion and see the exhibits.

Norris may be a world
away from the family dairy,
but she realizes agriculture
is a part of her daily life and
is important to everyone!

SLS

(Continued from page 13)
Norris...

knowledge of that indus-
try,” Cromwell explained.
From there, a winner is
selected and awarded a
cash prize after what could
take six to eight hours to
complete the contest. 

The livestock shows will
see additions as well, with
new and revamped shows

across all species. 
The gilt show boasted

over 500 entries at the 2015
contest and this year
should be just as large. “In
an effort to be consistent
across all species at the
SFT, the Gilt Show will fea-
ture a Pan-American and
Youth Show this year. This
gives dual opportunities for
youth contestants to partic-
ipate and increases interest

and growth in our fair
because of the Pan
American, or open show
that is being added,”
Cromwell noted. The
Commercial Gilt Show,
which attracted exhibitors
from Texas and Oklahoma
in the past, will be held in
conjunction with the Swine
Skillathon. 

In the breeding sheep
and goat show, new
changes are being added in
an effort to increase
exhibitor opportunities
and numbers. The wether
dam show, along with the
wether doe show, is being
added for the first time to
the show schedule. The
wether dam show will
showcase females whose
end goal is to produce mar-
ket sheep, while the wether
does’ long term goal is to
put offspring into produc-
tion and produce competi-
tive market goats. The live-
stock exhibited in this show
are unregistered and cross-
bred, similar to the com-
mercial gilt show.

“This is an exciting time
of growth for the fair and
adding these two shows is
no exception. For the initial
year of the wether dam and
wether doe show, we will
only have a Pan-American
show, but I expect before

(Continued from page 15)

Opportunities...

Educational contests are a huge part of the State Fair of Texas® events.
This year, beef and sheep skillathons are being added to the lineup that
already includes a swine skillathon. (Continued on page 17)

Mark your calendars for these

Texas Angus Sales this fall.

Sept. 29-McKellar Angus Female Sale, Mt.

Pleasant, TX

Oct. 1-2 Bar/Goode Angus Prime By Design Sale,

Hereford, TX

Oct. 12-R.A. Brown Ranch Sale, Throckmorton,

TX

Oct. 13-Wilks Ranch Inaugural Sale, Cisco, TX

Oct. 21-Rutherford Ranches Female Sale, Buda,

TX

Oct. 22-44 Farms Bull Sale, Cameron, TX

Nov. 9-Evans Farms Bull Sale, Proctor, TX

Nov. 18-Double Creek Farms, Meridian, TX

Nov. 19-Cox Ranch, Peaster, TX

Dec. 2-Lone Star Angus Alliance Bull Sale,

Hallettsville, TX

Dec. 3-44 Farms Sale, Abilene, TX

ALSO PLAN TO JOIN US AT THE STATE FAIR OF TEXAS

ON FRIDAY, OCT.14th FOR THE PAN-AMERICAN OPEN

ANGUS SHOW AND SATURDAY, OCT. 15th FOR THE

JUNIOR ANGUS SHOW

To learn more about Angus, Texas Angus Association

and all our programs, events and 

junior activities, click on www.texasangus.com

Texas Angus Association
131 East Exchange • Suite 116 • Fort Worth, Texas 76164

Office: 817/740-0778 • Fax: 817/740-0877

Need a bull... Find a Bull is always open
at www.findabull.net
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too long that it will grow to
a youth division, as well,”
Cromwell continued, “This
allows SFT to expand be-
yond the registered shows
and target a new audi-
ence.” 

Lastly, the Pan-Ameri-
can Non-Haltered Long-
horn Show, which has seen
exhibitors from Oklahoma,
Mississippi and Texas in the
past, is conducted on horse-
back. “This year the unhal-
tered show will be more of
a performance than it has
been. The afternoon of the
show, our judges will sort
through the unhaltered cat-
tle on horseback. Then, we
will bring the ‘best of the
best’ back for a big finale,
including the division

(Continued from page 16)

Opportunities... cham-pion and reserve
division champion steers
competing for the Grand
Champion Longhorn Steer
title,” Cromwell explained.
The set up for the show will
also help attract fairgoers
to the naming of the
Champion Longhorn Steer.  

“Change is a good
thing,” the old saying goes
and the SFT is not shy when
it comes to adding or
remolding their livestock
shows and facilities in an
effort to accommodate
exhibitor development and
opportunities. Dedicated
to supporting youth and
promoting livestock, the
fair will continue it’s mis-
sion and proudly hosts
these new contests and
shows for the 2016 fair and
more to come. 

SLS

Touching lives 
By Lindsay Allen

It’s hard to describe the
level of commitment, pas-
sion and dedication that
Jim Prewitt has graciously
given and garnered for the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)
over the years. As a SFT
Platinum Level buyer at
the SFT Youth Livestock
Auction who is always

looking for ways to give
more, Prewitt has donated
more than just financially
over the last 15 years. He is
a member of the Big Tex
Champion Club, serves on
the board for Youth
Livestock Day at the fair
and is constantly drum-
ming up more support for
the auction. The number of

dollars he raises monthly
for the fair helps makes a
significant impact on the
exhibitors at the fair. 

“I will ask for things I
believe in and support, and
the fair is just that. I believe
in these young people and
am not afraid to get others
involved. When I do busi-
ness with companies, I tell
them they have to help me
out and be part of the SFT.
My sales pitch is that we
only have one state fair for
the whole state of Texas
and we need to support it.
If I can get these companies
out there, I know I can get
them caught up in reward-
ing youth for their hard
work on auction day,”
Prewitt, owner of Land-
mark Nurseries, said,
“These kids are our great-
est natural resource and I
believe in them and love
investing in them; I know

they will make a positive
difference in our future.” 

In addition to his time
and money that he gener-
ously gives to committees
and youth, he also happily
volunteers to bring in the
greenery and plants for the
sale arena through his nurs-
ery business. He donates
his staff’s time as well and
has them help decorate the
area before buyers arrive.
“I want to teach my
employees about commu-
nity involvement and that it
is  not always about the
financial giving, but in-
cludes the time and effort
we can give and donate and
they love doing it!” Prewitt
noted. 

As a product of 4-H and
FFA, Prewitt always knew
he wanted to give back to
the organizations that
molded him. He served as
the State FFA President for
Texas in 1960 and later
went on to serve as a
National FFA Vice
President from 1961-1962.
“As I grew my own busi-
ness and started to see suc-
cess, I knew I wanted to
give back to the organiza-
tions that meant so much to
me and 4-H, FFA and the
fair are all natural conduits
for rewarding students.”
He continued, “The pur-
pose of the SFT Youth

Livestock Auction is to
reward youngsters with
college money and to help
with the expenses of their
animals. Whatever career
path they take, I hope they
always have an apprecia-
tion for agriculture and
remain advocates for this
industry.”

Outside of his “full time
volunteer and ambassador
job” with the SFT, he
donates his time and
money to many other
organizations, like Texas
Agriculture Lifetime Lead-
ership (TALL), where he
serves as a chairman. The
program was created for
early career professionals
and falls under the Texas
A&M University AgriLife
Extension Service. It seeks
to educate participants
through 430 hours of cur-
riculum, as well as through
extensive travel across the
state, about the different
industries and regions of
Texas agriculture. “My
hope through this program
is that we can develop lead-
ers who have an apprecia-
tion for all aspects of the
industry - from rice farming
to timber production, and
even the different dynam-
ics of raising cattle in South
Texas verses the Panhandle
and much more,” Prewitt
said. 

To add to his extensive
portfolio of involvement
and service, Prewitt serves
on the Texas 4-H Youth
Development Foundation
and spent 12 years on the
Texas FFA Association
board. He also has helped
with leadership institutes
through a partnership with
the major stock shows in
the state to teach agricul-
ture instructors how to
build a community pres-
ence for their organizations
(4-H, FFA) and use that
presence to benefit the
young people who are
members of those organi-
zations. “Everything I do,
in one way or another, goes
back to young people and
education,” Prewitt said.
In addition, he proudly
serves on the Happy Hill
Farm Academy board, a
boarding, day and interna-
tional Christian school
located on 500 acres, where
children raise livestock and
are members of 4-H and
FFA. “I’m a sucker for kids.
I believe you can turn any
kid around and I love
watching the kids at Happy
Hill Farms be given
responsibility for an animal
and see how they react and
grow from that experi-
ence,” Prewitt noted. 

As part of his giving
Jim Prewitt is a longtime support-
er and volunteer of the State Fair
of Texas. (Continued on page 19)
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Skaggs at home in the show ring 
By Lindsay Allen

For 23 years Dr. Chris
Skaggs has constantly been
in the show arena as a judge
or superintendent, and
even more recently, as a
parent. The State Fair of
Texas ® (SFT) will be no
different, as Skaggs will be
returning as a steer show
superintendent for the
sixth year in a row. 

The son of an agricul-
tural science teacher in
Pampa, Texas, Skaggs grew
up showing steers, heifers
and barrows in 4-H and
FFA, so it was only natural
for him to return to the
show arena and give back.
Skaggs, who is no stranger
to helping youth and volun-
teering, serves as the San
Antonio Livestock Exposi-
tion Endowed Chair at
Texas A&M University
(TAMU) and as a result,
works closely with the
show as assistant steer
show superintendent, beef
skillathon superintendent
and 4-H/FFA livestock
judging contest superin-
tendent. In addition, you
can find him at the
Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo serving as the
steer show superintendent

and collegiate livestock
judging contest superin-
tendent.

“I have a passion for
working with young people
engaged in the livestock
industry. I constantly see
the benefits of the program
displayed in the young peo-
ple through my job, who
are coming into Texas
A&M University from the
livestock showing experi-
ence,” Skaggs said. 

Having grown up in the
livestock showing field,
Skaggs went on to pursue
agricultural-related de-
grees, with his undergradu-
ate from Texas Tech
University before graduat-
ing from Kansas State
University (KSU) and
Iowa State University for
his master’s and Ph.D.,
respectively.  

Through his work at
TAMU as a professor and
associate dean for student
development in the Col-
lege of Agriculture and
Life Sciences, he teaches
several courses, coordi-
nates the scholarship pro-
gram for the college and
serves as faculty advisor to
the College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences Student

Council. TAMU also hosts
educational events and
contests on their campus
throughout the year includ-
ing Aggiefest, judging clin-
ics, Area FFA Career De-
velopment Events, multi-
district 4-H contests, State
FFA Career Development
Events and State 4-H
Round-Up contests, all of
which Skaggs is involved
with, reaching over 19,000
youth each year.

His list of awards and
accomplishments are ra-
ther lengthy and extensive,
and include coaching
national livestock judging
teams at KSU, Iowa State
University and TAMU.
Livestock judging has
always been a key focus in
his life and career. In fact,
his origins with the State
Fair of Texas began when
he was the steer show judge
in 2009, which resulted in
Skaggs returning as a
superintendent ever since. 

“The attributes we
always hear about in terms
of work ethic, responsibili-
ty and learning how to
compete (win and lose gra-
ciously) are just some of
the traits I think youth gain
when they show livestock.

They gain confidence in
working with animals,
acquire a knowledge about
the science of animal pro-
duction in terms of nutri-
tion, growth, reproduc-
tion, health and well-being
of animals, which is para-
mount to their experience.
Livestock exhibitors gain
friendships with other
exhibitors across the state
and nation. This network of
friendships is obvious dur-
ing their transition to col-
lege, as they know so many
more people than simply
their hometown class-
mates,” Skaggs said. 

Getting to watch so
many youth grow up in the
show arena, then working
with them and seeing them
in a college setting due to
his job,  Skaggs gets to truly
see the fruits of this indus-
try and the positive affects
it has on college kids and
more. His faith in those
who show livestock is just
one of the many reasons he
can now be found on the
sidelines at shows with his
wife, Misty, helping their
oldest daughter, Miranda,
11, and soon, their
youngest, Camryn, 7, show.
Miranda has already had a

successful show career with
her heifers, steers and pigs,
just like her daddy, and has
started livestock judging as
well. 

“It’s an opportunity to
spend quality time together
as well and work towards a
common goal. Currently,
Miranda would like to be a
veterinarian, so I’m thank-
ful for this experience that

reinforces her interest and
helps her in her future
goals. On top of that, the
contests that accompany
livestock shows, like skil-
lathons and oral reasons,
all help increase one’s con-
fidence in public speaking
and decision making, two
skills which have life long
implications,” Skaggs

Showing cattle is part of Dr. Chris Skaggs life and now he shares that
passion with his daughters. Pictured is daughter, Miranda, winning
grand champion honors earlier this year in the Houston Junior Simbrah
Show with Hagan Ariel. His youngest daughter, Camryn, is holding the
banners and is about to start her show career, also.

This will be the sixth year for Dr. Chris Skaggs to serve as the State Fair
of Texas ® Steer superintendent.

(Continued on page 19)

We’ve Got A Big Week Planned In Big D!
2016 National Brahman Show

at the State Fair
of Texas!

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 
8:00 a.m.-Noon-Committee Meetings at the

State Fair of Texas
12:30 p.m. Board Lunch – Media Center
1:30 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting – Media

Center
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
12 Noon Cattle Must Be In Place
1:00 p.m. Weights & Measures
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19
10:00 a.m. Open Brahman Show – Females
6:30 p.m. Exhibitor Dinner
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
8:00 a.m. Open Brahman Show – Bulls
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21
3:00 p.m. ABBA International Field Day - Santa

Elena Ranch, Inc, Madisonville, Texas
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
ABBA Fall Select Sale - TAMU Beef Cattle

Center

For all things
Brahman, click on
www.brahman.org

Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..
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noted. 
Recalling the excite-

ment and adrenaline rush
for all during grand and
reserve grand champion
selections at the large mar-
ket shows, Skaggs said that
moment is one of the many
that keeps him coming
back and one of the his
favorite parts of the events.
“I love listening to the sto-
ries of the breed and
reserve breed champion
steers, as oftentimes chal-
lenges were encountered
along the way which made
winning even more memo-
rable. I love the auction
days as well, as exhibitors
reflect on their projects and
are always excited to be in
the sale to finance college
educations and future live-
stock projects,” Skaggs
added. 

The fair considers itself
lucky to have such great
people involved in all
aspects of the show, and Dr.
Chris Skaggs’ expertise,
heart and dedication
towards the mission of the
fair help make this partner-
ship a truly valuable one. 

SLS

heart, he will buy several
meat packages from the
fair’s auction and donate
the thousands of dollars
worth of meat to the freez-
ers at Happy Hill Farms.
He can also be found at
multiple county fairs across
the state purchasing live-
stock for youth. “I love
doing this. I can tell when
they walk into the ring if
they have been working
with their animal, and
those are the kids I like to
support and purchase their
show project,” he added. 

Prewitt and his wife,

Paula, have been married
for 53 years and raised
three daughters and have
nine grandchildren. His
youngest daughter has
used her sales and market-
ing experience to benefit
the fair, following in her
father’s footsteps. She
serves on the SFT’s Live-
stock Auction Committee
and helps with the publicity
and marketing materials
for the auction. 

Prewitt doesn’t own an
alarm clock, but wakes at
4:00 every morning to start
his day. “If you are awake,
you might as well get up. I
aim to put it in a hard day’s
work, everyday and I con-

sider myself the luckiest
man alive. I love what I do,
I love my country and I love
being able to give these
young people a leg up and
help guide them in the right
direction,” he said. 

The number of youth
that he has touched
through his own giving,
personal fundraising and
resources is almost impos-
sible to figure. The fair,
along with many other
youth organizations, have a
Texas-size imprint left
upon them after receiving
support from Jim Prewitt,
as he provides in every way
he knows how.

SLS

(Continued from page 17)

Touching lives...

This year’s State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) Livestock
Shows will miss the pres-
ence, passion and support
of Rick Hirsch. Hirsch was
the Extension agent in
Henderson County for the
last 23 years, which time he
influenced countless youth,
the agricultural community
of East Texas and was rec-
ognized statewide for his
involvement in youth and
his strong views on promot-
ing agriculture. 

He was a strong sup-
porter of livestock shows
and   saw   to  it    that     his
4-H’ers and his own chil-
dren competed at the SFT.
He could always be found
in the aisles helping fami-
lies, offering advice and
encouragement. In addi-
tion, he always offered his
service for any SFT event.
There will be a void in the
livestock aisles without
him.

We lost Hirsch in April,
but his impact will continue
to be felt as he was a leader
in the beef industry and in
addition to his co-workers,
friends and industry associ-
ates, there is another gen-
eration of leaders coming
that were influenced by his
involvement in their life
and beef projects.

SLS

(Continued from page 18)
Skaggs...

Rich Hirsch(r), pictured with his children (l to r) Heather, Kelsey, Grant
and beside him wife, Bronte.

Rick Hirsch’s presence will be missed
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