
• SPECIAL SECTION •
FEATURING THE 2018 STATE FAIR OF TEXAS®

Susan Brosin helps produce many events and last year the SFT raised more than $1.35
million. Of that total, $1.18 million was used to purchase projects during the 2017 youth
livestock auction.

Weaving the fabric of goodness

Susan Brosin

The day after the State
Fair of Texas® (SFT) ends,
one might assume a sense
of calm would take over the
crisp October air in Fair
Park. More than two mil-
lion guests will have come
and gone. The fair’s famous
fried food vendors will be
packed away and on the
road to their next event.
Hundreds of youth live-
stock exhibitors will have
showcased their hard work
in the show ring and Big
Tex will make his descent
into storage until his next
appearance the following
September. There are 341
days until the next SFT. For
Susan Brosin, every one of
those days will be dedicat-
ed to next year’s fair.

Brosin, a native of Dal-
las, Texas, is no stranger to
the SFT. Growing up, she
attended the fair every
year. In her former career,
she produced several
events at Fair Park. Yet, she
never dreamt of working at
the SFT. She attended
East Texas State
University, now known as
Texas A&M University –
Commerce, and majored in
psychology, minored in
health and special educa-
tion, while also earning a

teaching certificate. How-
ever, seven months into
retirement from an asset
management company,
Brosin filled the newly cre-
ated position she holds
today.

As the director of devel-
opment and special proj-
ects, Brosin is responsible
for producing various com-
petitions and special events
that aim to benefit Texas
youth. The day after the
SFT ends might be consid-
ered the start of the off-sea-
son for some, however to
Brosin, it’s considered the
start of her planning period
for next year’s fair. 

“[My job] has allowed
me to align my circle of
influence with my circle of
concern,” Brosin says.
“Being able to raise money
for Texas kids to go to
Texas colleges and univer-
sities, suits me to a T.”

Brosin, who has been
with the SFT for the past
three years, works with sev-
eral committees year-
round to plan, produce and
coordinate events such as
the fair’s youth livestock
auction, in addition to the
Big Tex Champion Club
Dinner, Big Tex Sporting
Clay Classic, and Big Tex

Golf Classic. All of which
raise money for Texas
youth.

Through the many
events Brosin helped pro-
duce, the SFT raised more
than $1.35 million last year.
Of that total, $1.18 million
was used to purchase proj-
ects during the youth live-
stock auction. As of this
fall, 553 students are
attending a Texas college
or university thanks to a
SFT scholarship. 

As to the driving force
behind Brosin’s dedication
to raising scholarship funds
for Texas youth, her man-
tra is simple.

“More money for more
kids,” Brosin says. “A lot of
the time, the hardest work-
ing kid in a small town
doesn’t have all of the
avenues [to attend college]
as one might from the inner
city. The SFT is rather
unique in that we have the
ability to focus on 4-H and
FFA kids who are leaders
in Texas.”

The SFT is also unique
in that 100% of the funds
raised for Texas youth is
used to directly benefit
Texas youth. 

“The fair takes $0 out of
a person’s gift,” Brosin

says. “The SFT funds all of
the event costs, food, and
other details that go into
our fundraising events.
Every dollar [raised] bene-
fits kids and education.”

In addition to scholar-
ship fundraising events,
Brosin helps produce sev-
eral of the SFT’s contests
and special events. Al-
though she enjoys every
event, at times, scheduling
can sometimes pose a logis-
tical challenge; an expected
hurdle when 56 special
events are scheduled with-
in 24 days. 

By Mallory Pfeifer

(Continued on page 2)



PAGE 2B
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD

Creating opportunity
By Caitlin Richards

Warren Mayberry, SFT Youth Activities Committee Chairman (pictured), along with Becky DeShazo are
heading up the effort to expand the SFT Leadership F.A.I.R.

For example, on Oct.  8,
Brosin will be assisting with
the production of a youth
livestock exhibitor appreci-
ation dinner. Simultan-
eously, she will also be
preparing for Ag Aware-
ness Day, an event on Oct.
9 in which teachers and stu-
dents participate in a
canned food drive and
other activities developed
to promote agriculture. 

However, Brosin does-
n’t seem to mind being
busy. In fact, she thrives on
it. She credits the many vol-
unteers for the success of
every event and contest
and although her schedule
is fast-paced during the fair,
she wouldn’t have it any
other way. 

“Kids work so hard to
get to [compete at] the
SFT,” Brosin says. “They
deserve every ounce of my
focus to produce the most
special competitions and
awards they can remem-
ber.”

SFT’s mission is to “cel-
ebrate all things Texan by
promoting agriculture,
education, and community
involvement.” Of the three
tenets, Brosin explains that
the community involve-

ment aspect is a bit more
complex than the other
two. 

While planning and co-
ordinating special events,
Brosin considers customer
engagement to achieve the
tenet of community in-
volvement.

“Customer engagement
is something invested that
continues after the event,”
Brosin explains. “As a
result, an exhibitor might
volunteer in their commu-
nity for the first time or in a
different way. They might
be a mentor, realize they
want to go to college, or
have a good memory of
their experience at the SFT.
They might remember
their scholarship or how
important they felt…
because they are impor-
tant.”

Brosin’s steadfast com-
mitment to the community
involvement tenant even
reaches outside the realms
of the SFT. This November,
the Down Syndrome Guild
of Dallas will host their
annual Buddy Walk at Fair
Park. A feat that wouldn’t
have been possible without
one of Brosin’s many
friendships she has devel-
oped through working with
youth livestock exhibitors. 

Brosin’s role encom-

passes various duties, none
of which Brosin isn’t readi-
ly available to accomplish.
Whether she's working
with volunteers or cold
calling sponsors, Brosin’s
commitment to her profes-
sion is unfathomable. 

During the fair, Brosin
arrives early and stays late.
Her job isn’t your typical “9
to 5”. However, the extend-
ed hours and countless
months of planning are all
components of a certain
fabric; a fabric used to ben-
efit Texans and Texas agri-
culture. 

Through the SFT’s
many events and competi-
tions, Brosin aims to create
“goodness”. At the end of
the day, her goal is to raise
more money for more kids.
Although she stays busy
throughout the year,
Brosin finds fulfillment in
helping others. 

“That’s where every-
thing comes full circle,”
Brosin says. “That’s the
fabric of goodness.”

For more information
on fundraising events such
as the Big Tex Champion
Club Dinner, the Big Tex
Sporting Clay Classic, the
Big Tex Golf Classic, or
other fundraising events,
visit the SFT website at
www.bigtex.com.

(Continued from page 1)
Weaving...

From the beginning, the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)
has provided opportunities
for the youth of Texas
through agriculture. The
SFT has done this through
stock shows, scholarships,
speaking contests and
other activities and pro-
grams. 

A previous program is

making an appearance
once again at the SFT in
2018 – Leadership F.A.I.R.
A SFT volunteer and an
agriculture teacher started
the program back in 2012
for a specific group of stu-
dents. 

“When we first started I
came to Warren (May-
berry) and said ‘hey I have

kids in my classes that I
need to catch,’” Becky
DeShazo, Bridgeport High
School agriculture teacher
said. “Now-a-days you
don’t have what you think
of as the normal ag kid in
the classroom very much.
We have lots and lots of
diversity and lots of kids
that have no knowledge of

agriculture.” 
Together DeShazo and

Warren Mayberry, who is
now the the SFT Youth Ac-
tivities Committee Chair-
man, set out to come up
with a program to catch
those students, who may
not have a background in
agriculture and encourage
them to become involved
in the FFA. Mayberry
reached out to the SFT to
see how they could work
together to make it happen. 

“They said absolutely,”
Mayberry said. “Put some-
thing together, give us a
proposal and let’s see.”

From that, Leadership
F.A.I.R. - meaning Finding
Agriculture Interesting
and Rewarding - was born.
The program is designed
for sophomores and juniors

enrolled in agriculture sci-
ence classes across Texas,
who are not actively in the
FFA program. 

“It is hard to attract
those kids because they
have a preconceived notion
of what agriculture is,”
DeShazo said. “I tried hard
in class to break through,
but I needed an event
where I could take those
students to see just what it
really was all about.”

The majority of stu-
dents who participate in
Leadership F.A.I.R. are
minorities who excel in
agriculture science classes,
but they don’t translate
over to the leadership part
within the FFA. The goal of
Leadership F.A.I.R. is to
highlight the benefits of
being involved in the FFA
program, while also equip-
ping them for success after
graduation. 

After a two-year break
in the program, Leadership
F.A.I.R. will once again be
providing opportunities for
the non-traditional agricul-
ture science students across
Texas. On Thursday, Oct.
11 students from the
Dallas-Fort Worth Metro-
plex will come to the SFT
grounds to participate in
the program. 

The program is broken
into four different sessions:

honing communications
skills, scholarships and
financial aid, ‘you don’t
have to do it alone’ and a
scavenger hunt. The first
session is really multipur-
pose Mayberry said. It
serves as an icebreaker,
practices communication
skills and also teaches the
students about global
awareness. Mayberry ex-
plained the activity uses a
book for symbolization. 

“We will place the stu-
dents in several groups,”
Mayberry said. “Every stu-
dent gets a page out of the
book. We have them
explain what they see on
their page. If they think
their page sounds like what
is being described they will
go stand next to that stu-
dent. ”

It is basically a big puz-
zle of sorts, Mayberry said,
to help the students under-
stand everybody comes
from a different back-
ground and has a different
perspective, but when
everyone comes together it
is even greater. 

“The way we look, our
cultures, our backgrounds
are all part of who we are
which is great,” Mayberry
said. “But if we place all of
these things together we
create a picture and that

(Continued on page 6)

It is basically a big
puzzle of sorts to help
the students under-
stand everybody comes
from a different back-
ground and has a dif-
ferent perspective, but
when everyone comes
together it is even
greater.

“

“
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More is a good thing at the SFT
Youth Livestock Auction

By Lindsay L Allen

More, more, more is the
name of the game for the
State Fair of Texas’®
(SFT) Youth Livestock
Auction. “More money for
more kids is our focus,”
Susan Brosin, director of
development and special
projects for the SFT, said.
Brosin works year-round to
raise money to benefit live-

stock exhibitors and five
local Dallas ISD high
schools. Last year the fair
gave $1.4M in scholarships,
with 120 scholarships going
to livestock youth exhi-
bitors and 105 scholarships
to high schools. “We love
doing this and supporting
youth and their livestock
projects,” des-cribes

Brosin.
Like all things at the

fair, the auction is fast
paced and entertaining.
The excitement is not
something that can be put
in words, but the outcome
is $1.18M handed to youth
in the auction ring in a mat-
ter of just three hours. “It’s
an event that is fun for the

family, the buyers and of
course the youth! This year
we are so excited to add 111
lots to the auction, which
translates to more youth
receiving more money
when the 2018 event is
wrapped up,” Brosin said. 

In addition to the
increased lots comes more
changes for the auction. “In

the past, all 256 lots were
required to walk the ring.
The now 392 lots will not all
be required to stay an extra
day or two to walk the ring,
only the first and second
place animals will be

required,” MaKayla Crom-
well, SFT livestock direc-
tor, stated. This means that
on Oct. 5, only 164 lots will
enter the ring. 

Cromwell added that
the buyers come together
to support the kids and the
animals and that because of
the abbreviated format, the
auction is high paced
throughout the three hours
with more people staying
through the duration,
which leads to more people
buying. “The kids benefit
more and the excitement is
unmatched,” she said. 

With a focus on youth
and giving more money to
more livestock exhibitors,
the fair has been able to
increase the amount of
youth who make the auc-
tion by 53% since 2015. 

“In the last three years,
we have changed the auc-
tion quite a bit. We used to
have a standard process
that designated a percent-
age for animals that would
sell by species, but we did-
n’t know exactly what
would sell in each class.
Now, we base our lots on
the historical arrival of
each species and we in-
creased the amount that
would make the sale where
we could and the new sys-
tem allows exhibitors to
know the minute they leave
the ring if they made the
sale or not,” Cromwell
said, “Our entries have
almost doubled since 2015
and the increase in youth
investing in livestock proj-
ects means we are able to
raise more money and our
donors want to see more
opportunities for these
youth and we want to re-
ward more youth as well.” 

For 2018, the auction
will see an additional eight
steers sell, along with 43
market barrows, 32 market
lambs, 18 market goats and
10 broilers. In the last two
years, the number of broil-
ers selling has tripled! A
more visible change to the
auction will be the new
look of the youth auction
logo--something that made
sense given the increase in
the number of exhibitors
making the sale, the peren-
nial growth of fundraising

(Continued on page 10)

More is a good thing at the SFT
Youth Livestock Auction
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Ag Awareness Day
takes it to the next level

A scene from the 2017 SFT Ag Awareness Day event. This event draws students from across the state and
the 2018 event has added features and elements to highlight agriculture.

By Caitlin Richards

The mission of State
Fair of Texas® (SFT) is
built upon agriculture, edu-
cation and community
involvement. Ag Aware-
ness Day at the SFT sup-
ports every pillar of that
mission. It is now a main-
stay event at the State Fair
over the years, but just as
the agriculture industry is
ever changing, Ag Aware-
ness Day evolves too. In
addition to the Ag
Awareness Day event, a
State Officer Leadership
Seminar for 4-H, FFA and
FCCLA officers will take
place for three days around
the Ag Awareness Day
event.

“We are really excited
about this year,” said
Warren Mayberry, chair-
man of the SFT Youth
Activities Committee and
member of the SFT Ad-
visory Board. “Agriculture
is changing, technology is
changing and the needs of
our young people are
changing. So, at the SFT we
want to meet those needs.” 

In the past on Ag
Awareness Day, FFA, 4-H
and Family Career and
Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA) stu-
dents came to the SFT to
learn more about agricul-
ture and then promote
agriculture through various
events and activities. Each
year it has looked a little
different and this year will
be no different. 

“We have three specific
areas we are changing and
highlighting with a mission
of servant leadership,
which is the overarching
theme for this year,”
Mayberry said, 

This year’s Ag
Awareness Day will be on
Tuesday, Oct. 9th. For the
past several years, Ag
Awareness Day has includ-
ed a canned food drive
where participating stu-
dents collect canned goods
at their schools and com-
munities to bring to the
SFT as a donation. This
year the canned food drive
will continue, but students
will go beyond the collec-
tion and donation. 

The SFT is partnering
with the North Texas Food
Bank and will be bringing
10 FFA students, 20
FCCLA students and 30
4-H students to their facili-

ty to see the backside of
their operations. The stu-
dents will be divided into
three areas of the food
bank – sorting food, pack-
aging food and delivering
food to homes.  All other
Texas members of 4-H,
FCCLA and FFA in atten-
dance will be able to partic-

ipate in the food drive by
bringing their donations,
enjoying a scavenger hunt
and take part in the presen-
tations on the SFT Chevy
Stage.

“We think it is really
important for these stu-
dents who are involved in

(Continued on page 6)



PAGE 6B
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD

picture is global. We just
have to take time to listen.
We have to communicate
clearly. And we have to be
open to different perspec-
tives.” 

Leadership F.A.I.R is
all about celebrating the
differences and diversity in
today’s world. A diverse
group of people is needed
in agriculture, DeShazo
said. The industry, she said,
needs good people from all
different types of back-
grounds to be involved and
come up with ways to feed
the world in the future.  

The second session is all
about equipping the stu-
dents for success after
graduation. Students are
encouraged to pursue a col-
lege education after their
high school graduation but
DeShazo said for some stu-
dents it seems very unreal-
istic. 

“We are telling them
you’ve got to do this
[attend college] and they
know at their home they
aren’t going to be able to do
that,” DeShazo said. “So,
we give them information
on applying for scholar-
ships and what it takes to
get FFA scholarships to try

and help them in that direc-
tion.”

The majority of the stu-
dents in attendance will
most likely be first genera-
tion college students
Mayberry explained. This
session is a step-by-step
workshop on how to pay
and apply for college.
Whether they are looking
at a four-year degree or a
two-year program, Leader-
ship F.A.I.R. wants to help
shape what that may realis-
tically look like for the stu-
dents. 

“If you’re a first genera-
tion college student, your
parents may not know what
questions to ask,” May-
berry said. “So, we at least
try to inform the kids on a
101-basis of the right things
to do and the right places to
go.”

A representative from
one of the state’s universi-
ties that has a strong col-
lege of agriculture will
facilitate the session. They
will show the students how
to apply and look for finan-
cial aid opportunities. 

‘You don’t have to do it
alone’ is the theme for the
third session, and it is peer
led. Mayberry and De-
Shazo will identify students
to facilitate the session,
who were skeptical at first

about participating in the
FFA program, but are now
very successful. The stu-
dents will gather in a circle
and the lead student will
share their experience in a
Q&A format. 

“They took a leap of
faith, did it and are now
very successful as juniors
and seniors,” Mayberry
said. “The students really
facilitate it and there is very
little adult involvement. It
is probably one of the most
rewarding things we do.” 

The goal from the third
session is to really help the
students self-identify as
someone who could excel
in the FFA program. For
the fourth session, the stu-
dents will get to have some
fun around the fairgrounds
with a social media scav-
enger hunt.  

“This year we are going
to do something exciting by
trying to do the scavenger
hunt on a social media plat-
form,” Mayberry said.
“The thought behind it is
that hopefully the students
can stay connected to each
other after Leadership
F.A.I.R. when they go back
home. We are pretty excit-
ed about that.” 

Of course, there will be
prizes for the winners of
the ten-question scavenger

hunt around the fair. Then
after the scavenger hunt,
the students will be able to
explore the fairgrounds
even more and create some
special SFT memories with
donated coupons. 

“The SFT has been gra-
cious enough to provide
coupons for the students
with some partnership dol-
lars,” Mayberry said, “so
the kids can go on the fair-
grounds, get a Fletcher’s
corny dog, ride the Ferris
wheel or do whatever they
would like.”

DeShazo and Mayberry
both know the value of
Leadership F.A.I.R goes
beyond the one day at the
SFT. As an agriculture sci-
ence teacher in the class-
room, DeShazo has seen
how the program can truly
change a student’s trajecto-
ry and enable them for suc-
cess. 

“I think more than any-
thing it opens their eyes to
the possibilities,” DeShazo
said. “To me that is the
whole goal to open their
eyes so they can see there
are more opportunities and
maybe spark an attitude of:
I want to find out more, I
want to know more and I
want to get into this. That is
my goal. To create that
spark.”

(Continued from page 2)
Opportunity...

Daryl Real, SFT vice-president of agriculture and livestock addressed
the students and crowd at the 2017 SFT Ag Awareness Day.

agriculture to see how the
food chain works,” May-
berry said. “From the pro-
duction side all the way to
the products at the food
bank, to see how all of
those things are integrated.
It is truly farm to table in
that regard.”

The FFA, 4-H and
FCCLA students are all
leaders within their organi-
zations holding the highest
offices and council posi-
tions in their organizations.
By participating in Ag
Awareness Day, the goal
Mayberry explained is for
the students to share their
experience with their fel-

low members. 
“We all know part of

being a leader is trying new
experiences and then shar-
ing that with your con-
stituents,” Mayberry said.
“That is why we thought
this group was the right
group because not only do
they take it back on a state-
wide level, but they also
take it to the local level by
sharing it with the con-
stituents of their various
organizations. They are
great representatives and
ambassadors for the les-
sons we are trying to teach
and expose them to with
these opportunities.”

The food bank partner-
ship is the biggest change to

(Continued from page 5)

Ag awareness...

(Continued on page 11)
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Heath Cheek connects to the State Fair, again in life
By Martha Hollida Garrett

Most people who know
Heath Cheek today, know
him as one of the busiest
lawyers in Dallas, but have
no idea that he grew up on a
farm in West Texas, work-
ing wheat harvest from
sun-up to sun-down, build-
ing fences to keep the cattle
in, hoeing cotton and driv-
ing tractors alongside his
father and grandfather,
who were both farmers.
Now this big city lawyer is
reconnecting to agriculture
through the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) and youth
across the state are benefit-
ting from his efforts and
leadership.

Cheek is currently the
chairman of the SFT Youth
Livestock Auction &
Scholarship Committee—a
year-round leadership role
raising money for the auc-
tion and scholarship pro-
gram, promoting the fair
and its purposes and
recruiting companies and
individuals in the DFW
Metroplex about the
impact of the fair and the
significance of agriculture.

He is from Chillicothe,
Texas, which is located
close to the Oklahoma bor-
der, outside of Vernon,
Texas. It was and still is a
small agricultural commu-
nity of about 700 residents
with a school that only has
enough students to put
forth a 6-man football
team. Cheek grew up
assisting his family with
their wheat farming and
cattle operation.

“I always joke that my
dad viewed me as an inden-
tured servant for the farm
from the time I was 8 until I
was 18,” Cheek said.
“While most kids spent
their summers at the pool
or at camps, I was on a com-
bine or a wheat truck help-
ing with wheat harvest
from 6 a.m. until the grain
elevator closed at mid-
night.”  

On the side, Cheek and
his sister, Kellyn, showed
Hereford heifers, steers
and pigs in 4-H and FFA
and exhibiting at the SFT
was always a highlight of
the year for him. Kellyn
was a Texas Hereford
Association Queen one
year and handed out rib-
bons in the SFT Hereford
shows.

“As a kid, I loved com-
ing to Dallas and showing
in the State Fair. It was a
big deal to come to the city
and take in the midway, eat
the fair food and compete
in the shows. The State Fair

was my favorite livestock
show and that has not
changed,” remembered
Cheek.

Cheek left the farm to
attend Texas Tech, where
he graduated magna cum
laude with honors in histo-
ry and political science. He
then went to Baylor Law
School and graduated in
2006, serving on the presti-
gious Baylor Law Review
and Moot Court teams.

While in law school, he

received a job offer from
the largest investment law
firm in Texas and the rural
ranch kid found himself liv-
ing and working in down-
town Dallas, one of the
largest cities in the nation.
Then in 2009, he joined
Bell, Nunnally & Martin
LLP firm, one of the most
recognized firms in Texas
and he continues there
today as a partner.

“It was definitely a
change for me, but within
six months at the firm, I was
introduced to Daryl Real,

the SFT vice president of
agriculture and livestock. It
didn’t take long for him to
convince me to get in-
volved. I realized this was
an avenue to keep my con-
nection to agriculture and
to help rural kids like me,”
described Cheek.

Initially, he was given
the responsibility to devel-
op a young professionals
group, ages 20-30 and get
them involved in the fair.
Under his leadership and
the work of the many
young professionals, the

SFT Raffle program was
started. 

The raffle committee
sold $1 raffle tickets and
the money was used to sup-
port the general scholar-
ship fund and buy livestock
projects in the youth auc-
tion. 

Then three and half
years ago, Cheek moved to
the SFT Auction Commit-
tee and now he is in his first
year as chairman, which is a
three-year commitment.
His involvement in the fair
is now year-round, as work

begins about two weeks
after the conclusion of the
fair event for next year.

There are events
throughout the year to
raise money for the auc-
tion, including the Sporting
Clay Tournament, the Big
Tex Golf Tournament, the
Big Tex Champion’s Club
Dinner and Fundraiser and
the Big Tex Choice
Awards. In addition, there
are a number of trusts and
endowments that con-
tribute to the auction and

(Continued on page 9)
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State Fair internships serve
as spring board for careers

By Lesli Garrett

Hayden Brown Heather Brown Emma Christensen

For many years, the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)

has been hiring interns to
help make the annual event

a success. Internships play
a vital role in today’s educa-

tional model and is impor-
tant for students to gain
future employment. They
are also important to  mak-
ing the SFT a success for
the 2.25 million annual visi-
tors. 

For many years, the
SFT hired interns to work a
week at a time during the
fair each year, but in 2006,

the SFT began hiring sea-
sonal interns beginning
around July Fourth and
working through Novem-
ber. Departments such as
the agriculture and live-
stock, public relations,
marketing and games/oper-
ations have relied on sea-
sonal interns over the
years. Current college stu-
dents have been employed
short and long-term by the
fair to gain valuable experi-
ence in executing a live-
stock show of this magni-
tude. 

According to Daryl
Real, SFT senior vice presi-
dent of agriculture and

livestock, the 2018 fair will
employ over 130 interns for
anywhere from one to eight
days and in the seasonal
positions over the course of
the fair. 

Interns are selected
based on core employabili-
ty skills, such as a strong
work ethic and people
skills. In the agriculture
and livestock office, they
prefer applicants to have a
strong agricultural back-
ground. Real says “any-
thing else is a bonus.”
Reliable, hard workers are
essential to executing the
daily activities and contests
for those visiting and
exhibiting at the SFT. 

“Over the years, the
internships have been a
valuable tool to the SFT, as
it brings young people and
perspectives to our pro-
gram of work,” said Real. 

Emma Christensen is a
prime example of what the
SFT internship program
can do for a young person
starting their career. Her
internship led to a perma-
nent move from South
Dakota to Texas to become
a full-time employee at the
SFT. Her work ethic and
knowledge made her a
great fit as a full-time
employee in the livestock
office. 

Christensen has a long
history in the agriculture
industry as she grew up
showing cattle and living
on a farm and was active in
both FFA and 4-H. She
attended South Dakota
State University, where she
obtained a degree in ani-
mal science and marketing.
During the 2016 SFT, she
served as the intern and
office manager for the live-
stock office. Christensen
now serves full-time at the
SFT Livestock Coordina-
tor, responsible for ensur-
ing a successful livestock
show each year. 

“I am responsible for a
multitude of items at the
fair, some of these include
creating and editing the
exhibitor handbook, select-
ing and ordering the
awards and merchandise
distributed, contracting
superintendents, judges,
officials and livestock area
vendors,” said Christensen.

Christensen credits her
internship to learning the
ins and outs of the SFT and
making the decision to
move 1,000 miles from
home a simple decision.
She encourages any young
person considering an
internship at the SFT to
pursue it, saying it is a won-
derful opportunity that can
advance any young person
toward a multitude of

(Continued on page 12)

Board of Directors
President-Greg Burden

602 FM 1652
Grand Saline, TX 75140

405/780-0372
greg.circlemfarms@gmail.com

Vice President-Casey Buzzard
979/215-6349

casey@southernjewelcattle.com

Secretary-Reporter Diane Jolly
972/207-4277

Diane@simbrah.com

Treasurer-David Grimes
281/856-7871

dgrimes012@comcast.net

October 6--Annual La Muneca Jr. Roundup & Futurity, Linn, Texas
October 12-State Fair of Texas Open Simmental & Simbrah Shows, Dallas, Texas
October 13-State Fair of Texas Junior Simmental & Simbrah Shows, Dallas Texas
October 13-Black Label Sale, Grandview, Texas
October 14-Red River Farms Inaugural Production Sale, Grand Saline, Texas
October 27-7P Ranch 43rd Annual Production Sale, Tyler, Texas
November 17-20-LMC & Friends Giving THANKS Online Sale 
December 1st-Louisiana Simmental/Simbrah Association Sponsored All Breed

Junior Cattle Show, Lake Charles, Louisiana
2019

January 28-Junior Simmental and Simbrah Heifer Shows, Fort Worth Livestock
Show, Fort Worth, Texas

February 3-Open Simmental and Simbrah Shows, Fort Worth Livestock Show, Fort
Worth, Texas

February 11-National Simbrah and National Percentage Simbrah Shows, San
Antonio Livestock Show, San Antonio, Texas

February 11-Open Simmental Show, San Antonio Livestock Show, San Antonio,
Texas.

February 13-Simbrah-Simmental Superbowl, San Antonio Livestock Show, San
Antonio, Texas

February 14-Junior Simmental & Simbrah Heifer Shows, San Antonio Livestock
Show, San Antonio, Texas

February 27-International Simmental & Simbrah Shows, Houston Livestock Show
& Rodeo, Houston, Texas

March 7-Junior Simmental & Simbrah Heifer Shows, Houston Livestock Show &
Rodeo, Houston, Texas

March 13-Junior Simmental & Simbrah Heifer Shows, Rio Grande Valley Livestock
Show, Mercedes, Texas

March 14-Open Simmental & Simbrah Shows, Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show,
Mercedes, Texas

March 29-Junior Simmental Show, Star of Texas, Austin, Texas
March 30-Junior Simbrah Show, Star of Texas, Austin, Texas
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State Fair hosts rodeo

A youth rodeo for Texas 4-H and FFA members was added to the pre-
fair schedule and held competitions for four age divisions.

By Martha Hollida Garrett

The State Fair of Tex-
as® (SFT) hosted a United
Professional Rodeo Asso-
ciation Rodeo (UPRA)
and a Youth Rodeo Aug.
31-Sept. 2, as part of the
events leading up to the
actual fair. 

“Rodeo was a popular
event at the STF many gen-
erations ago. We were
looking to bring history
back by hosting the first
pro rodeo after a 23-year

lapse,” explained MaKayla
Cromwell, SFT livestock
director.

The UPRA sanctioned
event drew contestants
from across the nation and
the youth rodeo was open
to Texas 4-H and FFA
members. It was held over
Labor Day Weekend in the
air-conditioned coliseum
on the SFT grounds.

The UPRA events
included bareback, saddle

bronc, steer wrestling,
ladies breakaway, tie down
roping, ranch bronc riding,
ladies ranch bronc riding,
team roping, barrels and
bull riding.

The youth rodeo fea-
tured four different age
divisions ranging from 8
and under to 16-18 years
old and had a wide range of
competitions for the appro-
priate ages. The youth
rodeo included events such

as tie down and breakaway
roping, barrels, pole bend-
ing, goat tying and the like.

The UPRA event fea-
tured a Friday night per-
formance, followed by
slack and then a Saturday
night performance. The
youth rodeo events were
held around the UPRA
events.

The two rodeos were
produced by TC Long and

(Continued on page 12)

some of those have events,
plus Cheek and his com-
mittee members are con-
tinually meeting with indi-
viduals and companies to
promote the fair, discuss
how the money in the auc-
tion benefits Texas youth
and how they can be
involved from a financial
and volunteer position.
Last year the committee
raised $1.3 million for the
auction and is on track to
surpass that amount for the
2018 event on Friday, Oct.
5th. 

Cheek oversees six sub
committees in the SFT
Youth Auction Committee
with each having five to 50
people each involved.

“These sub committees
report to the leadership
team and we guide them.
It’s very interesting, as we
have some volunteers who
don’t know the difference
in a heifer and a steer, to
volunteers and donors who
have been supporting the
auction for decades,” he
said.

Auction day finds
Cheek busy visiting with
donors and potential buy-
ers, welcoming new folks to
the auction and explaining
how it works, going over
responsibilities with the
committee members and
handling bidding assign-
ments. It’s a busy morning
for him, but he also finds
time to reconnect to his
roots.

“One of the first things I
do is go through the auc-
tion catalog and find
exhibitors who made the
sale from my hometown
and surrounding areas.
Then I try to find them and
visit with them.  Many
times, I know members of
their families and find out
they’re buying their steers
from the same families I
did. My involvement in the

(Continued from page 7)
Heath Cheek...

(Continued on page 10)
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efforts and the new Briscoe

Carpenter Livestock Cen-
ter that the auction calls
home.  

Another addition to the

fair and ultimately the auc-
tion is the black cross divi-
sion that is being added to
the 2018 show. This whole
new division falls in guide-
lines with the Texas
Validation System and with
the AOB division of the
steer show growing rapidly,
it was time to do some-
thing. “We thought it bene-
ficial to split out the black
AOBs, so they are now
their own division and this
opens the door for four
more champions between
the champion and reserve
light and heavy weights,”
Cromwell noted.  

“All fairs are alike in
that they are built on live-
stock---and education and
livestock go hand in hand.
To increase our lots and
increase our premiums is
what we are all about. With
132 years of history at the
SFT, we have no plans to
deviate from our mission
built upon three tenants:
agricultural, education and
community involvement,”
Brosin proudly stated.
“The money raised for the
auction is an investment in
our future and now with
unparalleled efforts, it’s an
enjoyable experience for
our livestock families as
well.”

SLS

The auction is a highlight for 4-H and FFA members who exhibit their
market animals and make the sale at the State Fair of Texas.

This year, the State Fair of Texas will add 111 more lots to the auction
over last year. The 2018 State Fair Youth Livestock Auction will be on
Friday, Oct. 5th.

(Continued from page 4)
Auction...

Heath Cheek is chairman of the State Fair of texas Youth Auction and
Scholarship Committee and as a youth was an exhibitor at the fair.

auction allows me to not
just give back to the fair
and youth across Texas, but
youth I feel like I know to
some degree,” he empha-
sized.

In addition to the
money that is raised for the
auction, some of the auc-
tion committee’s efforts
benefit the scholarship por-
tion of SFT.

“I know how important
this is for rural families to
have help with college, but
I also see how lives are
changed by these scholar-
ships for the youth in inner
city Dallas. It’s very moti-
vating to see the impact of
what the SFT does through
the work of the committees
and the generosity of the
Metroplex,” he added. “I
was only able to go to col-
lege and law school
because of generous schol-
arship donors, who saw the
value in providing a first-
generation college student
from Chillicothe, Texas an
opportunity to get ahead.”

Cheek feels his back-
ground in agriculture and
as a past exhibitor in the
show serves him well when
he is talking to a potential
donor/volunteer. He can

relay his experiences as a 4-
H/FFA exhibitor, discuss
agriculture’s daily impact
on lives and why the work
of the fair is important.

“It’s a way for me to not
only help youth, but it’s a
way to continue my

involvement in agriculture,
“

Cheek and his wife,
Andrea, and two-year-old
son, spend a lot of time at
the fair during it’s almost
month long run.

(Continued from page 9)
Heath Cheek...

(Continued on page 12)
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this year’s Ag Awareness
Day. The addition allows
for students to expand their
knowledge of agriculture,
while also giving back to
the community even
greater than before. As
previously mentioned, the
canned food drive will still
be a part of Ag Awareness
Day, but Mayberry said it
will have some logistical
changes.

“We are working to fig-
ure out how we can get the
youth even more in-
volved,” Mayberry said. “It
has been very successful in
the past. So, it will still be a
component of Ag Aware-
ness Day.”

The unique part of Ag
Awareness Day is it’s really
two-fold when it comes to
agriculture, education and
community involvement.
The FFA, 4-H and FCCLA
students have their agricul-
tural education expanded
through their experiences.
Then they have the oppor-
tunity to promote agricul-
ture as well. 

“It is important for peo-
ple involved in agriculture
to go outside the fence line
to talk about agriculture,”
Mayberry said. “So, we

thought what better way
than to go share the story of
agriculture with the youth
of the urban Dallas com-
munity.”

The students will go
beyond the fence line by
promoting agriculture in
the classrooms of five dif-
ferent Dallas elementary
schools all within a five to
seven  mile radius from the
fair grounds. At the
schools, the FFA, 4-H and
FCCLA students will read
to the elementary students,
but not just any book.

“For over ten years, the
American Farm Bureau, in
partnership with Corteva
Agriscience, selects a youth
book of the year,” May-
berry said. “The book
focuses on agriculture and
is for grades five and below,
which is for kids about five
to 10 years-old.”

This year’s book is
“John Deere, That’s Who!”
by author Tracy Nelson
Maurer. It describes a
young blacksmith’s quest to
design a better plow, which
is the true story of how the
internationally recognized
brand became what it is
today. Through the story
time, the FFA, 4-H and
FCCLA students are able
to engage the urban, ele-
mentary students in a mini

agricultural education ses-
sion and hopefully spark
curiosity and conversation.

“We think it is so impor-
tant for kids to know more
about food and agricul-
ture,” Mayberry said. “If
we as agriculturists, don’t
go and teach them, then
who will. We have to
broaden their knowledge
base. So, we must go and
share the story of agricul-
ture.”

As great as it is to pro-
mote agriculture, FFA, 4-H
and FCCLA students are
also serving the community
by volunteering to read to
the elementary students.
Additionally, each school
will receive two copies of
the book as a donation.

“We know how impor-
tant it is for children to read
and to be read to,”
Mayberry said. “So, it is
another opportunity for
our students to be servant
leaders in the community.
We also hope that by doing
this our students will go
home and do the exact
same thing and be involved
in their own communities.”

Ag Awareness Day in
2018 may have some
changes and additions, but
the spirit of the event
remains the same. Just like

(Continued from page 6)

Ag awareness...

(Continued on page 12)

Join Hereford breeders at the State Fair on:
Friday, October 19th-Open Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows
Saturday, October 20th-Junior Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows

Also mark your calendars for these other
upcoming THA Events:

Wednesday, October 17th-Texas Hereford & Red Alliance Fall Classic,
Buffalo Livestock Market, Inc., Buffalo, Texas.

Selling 71 Hereford bulls, 40 Red Angus bulls and
150 Registered and Commercial Females.

February 3, 2019-Texas Hereford 50th Annual Whiteface Replacement
Female Sale and Cowtown Invitational Registered Sale,

Fort Worth Stock Show, Fort Worth, Texas

A Familiar Brand Among Cattlemen
A Trusted Name in Brangus Seedstock

Registered Brangus Bulls

*Commercial Females
We have a select group of 
Commercial Bred & Open Heifers at another location.

Ranch near Bastrop, Texas
For More Information Call
Gary Bruns
(830) 391-0766
www.williamsranchco.com

The bull offering includes over 
100 Brangus bulls acquired in the 

JLS Ranch herd acquisition. 
Also a select group of Red Brangus 

bulls for sale.

Williams Ranch Co.Williams Ranch Co.
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Rodeo was brought back to the State Fair of Texas and the pre-fair event was held over Labor Day Weekend.

Champion Rodeo Com-
pany, with entertainment
by the Misfit Cowboy.

“We were very pleased
with the number of contest-

ants and crowd for this new
competition and feel the
future is very bright for
rodeo as part of the State
Fair. We hope to see the
number of contestants
grow each year and ask that
if you are interested that

you follow our website next
year for details and entry
deadlines. We hope every-
one will mark their 2019
calendars for Labor Day
Weekend and come cheer
for these cowboys and cow-
girls,” described Cromwell. 

(Continued from page 9)
Rodeo...

“Of course, auction day
is one of my favorite days to
be there, but we enjoy the
opening ceremonies the
first night of the fair with
the parade, dignitaries,
U.S. Marine Drum &
Bugle Corps, Kilgore
Rangerettes and floats. We
are at the fair about every
other day taking in differ-
ent activities, food, compe-
titions and entertainment. I
still enjoy some of the same
things as I did when I came
as a child and I love that I
can give my family the SFT
experience and expose
them to agriculture,” he
concluded, adding that his
son’s favorite fair food is
the iconic Fletcher Corny
Dog.

(Continued from page 10)
Heath Cheek...

the mission of the SFT,
agriculture, education and
community involvement
are the foundational values
all the Ag Awareness Day
actives are built on and
incorporated in a unique
way. 

“We are just happy to
be in a spot where we can
pass on this tradition,”
Mayberry said. “The SFT
has long held onto how
important agriculture and
agriculture leadership are
to our youth. I am really
proud and appreciative

that the SFT has continued
this legacy of agriculture,
education and leadership
over the years.”

This year is Mayberry’s
first year to serve as SFT
Youth Activities Commit-
tee Chairman, but it is his
17th year to be involved
with the SFT. He said he is
excited and honored that
the SFT asked him to step
into this role. 

“I think the work here is
so important and clearly
long lasting,” Mayberry
said. “I myself have seen
the benefits of programs
like these from my own
involvement with the FFA.

So now I have the opportu-
nity to give back, share
what I’ve learned, and also
pair it with things I see
important in my communi-
ty for the young people.”

This year, Mayberry
said, is just a first step in
continuing to evolve and
grow Ag Awareness Day.
The group of volunteers,
the partnerships in Dallas
and the SFT staff, May-
berry said, all want to do
the most they can to get the
students the most exposure
possible. 

“We have a multiyear
plan to do more and even
greater things within the
community,” Mayberry
said. “I look forward to
next year, the year after
that and the year after
that.”

careers in the livestock
industry. 

“The long-term season-
al internships we offer
allow for a lot of independ-
ent work and thinking,
which provides many
opportunities for growth as
someone new to the work-
force. A self-starter, goal
driven and customer serv-
ice oriented person will go
far in our internship pro-
gram,” said Christensen. 

Hayden Brown, inter-
ned in the livestock depart-
ment as the contest intern
at the 2015 SFT in between
the time of receiving his
undergraduate degree
from Texas Tech Univer-
sity in animal science and
his master’s in business
administration. He took
the knowledge and skills he
learned at his internship to
a career with Basin Engine
& Pump in Midland, Texas,
where he serves as the pur-
chasing and inventory
manager, as well as opera-
tions manager. 

“Experience that I
gained from my internship
has helped immensely in
my current job,” said
Brown. “Learning to jug-
gle multiple projects at
once is easily one of the
most valuable skills that I
learned while at the fair.”

Brown grew up showing
sheep, goats and hogs at
the SFT, as well as compet-
ing in the SFT Collegiate
Livestock Judging contest
both at the junior and sen-
ior college level. Though

he attended and exhibited
at the SFT for many years,
he never fully understood
the many aspects that went
into making the event run
until his internship. 

“Growing up exhibiting
livestock, I never knew all
the interworkings that took
place at a livestock show
before exhibitors even
arrived,” said Brown. “I
gained an entire new
understanding and appre-
ciation for livestock show
staff and volunteers and
thoroughly enjoyed work-
ing with them to execute a
successful State Fair.”

Brown applauds his
internship to teaching him
many skills such as time
management, communica-
tion skills and organiza-
tion. He feels that effective
communication with con-
test superintendents and
volunteers allowed them
all to pull off another suc-
cessful fair during his
internship. 

“One highlight would
simply be all of the amaz-
ing connections I made
throughout the process,”
he said. “I met so many
people that are influential
to the agriculture industry,
it was an awesome oppor-
tunity to get to know and
learn from some of the best
minds around.”

Heather Brown is
another great example of a
former intern who used her
skills and experience
gained during her intern-
ship to find a successful
career in agricultural mar-
keting. She interned in the
livestock publication me-

dia department in 2017.
Her supervisor during her
internship owns a full serv-
ice agricultural marketing
company, Cultivate Agen-
cy, which now employs her
fulltime. Brown serves as
the productions coordina-
tor for Cultivate Agency
and says she truly owes her
career to her internship. 

In her internship at the
SFT, she was responsible
for writing human interest
stories on exhibitors and
participants at the fair,
updating online show
results, photographing dif-
ferent events and activities
and managing SFT social
media accounts. 

“I loved getting to talk
with exhibitors, while writ-
ing my human-interest
pieces and seeing every-
one’s different perspec-
tives,” she said. 

As an agricultural com-
munications major in her
senior year at Tarleton
State University during her
internship, Brown says her
time at the SFT helped her
to apply the concepts she
was learning in school. 

“I used everything from
writing and photography
to math, believe it or not. I
also learned how impor-
tant it is to be able to multi-
task. The fair is a high
paced environment, so you
always have to be on your
A game,” she described.

She encourages any
young person considering
applying for an internship
at the SFT to come with a
can-do attitude and to be
ready to work, adding that
while she was exhausted
after a week at the fair she
wishes she could have
interned even longer. 

Real says he hopes
young people interning at
the fair get a glimpse into
the management and cus-
tomer service necessary to
run an event of that magni-
tude. 

The SFT’s long standing
tradition of heritage, cus-
tomer service and an event
for all ages has many vol-
unteers, employees and
interns to credit for their
great success. The intern-
ship program is a unique
experience for young peo-
ple to gain knowledge and
experience as to what
makes the largest state fair
in the nation possible, pro-
viding them with valuable
career skills and connec-
tions.

(Continued from page 11)

Ag awareness...
(Continued from page 8)

Internships...

2018 State Fair
of Texas

9.28.18 - 10.21.18

OFFERING FOR SALE
SUPERIOR LIVESTOCK AUCTION

October 4, 2018

45 HD. 2 YR OLD
ULTRA BLACK BRED HFRS.

45 HD. 2 YR OLD
ULTRA BLACK BRED HFRS.
7/8 ANGUS & 1/8 BRANGUS
DELIVERY: Oct. 18-29, 2018

FOR INFORMATION CALL
JIM KEMP

719-340-0215
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In 2017, “The Champ” debuted on opening day as the color to match the 2016 winning steer, Clifford, a heavy
weight AOB, exhibited by Jagger Horn from Anson, Texas.

“The Champ” puts
the spotlight on the
SFT Youth Auction

By Martha Hollida Garrett

While some may say
that Big Tex now has his
own pet, named “The
Champ,” the mobile grand
champion steer icon that
debuted at the 2017 event
represents so much more
for the State Fair of Texas®
(SFT).

“The Champ” is a 15-
foot wide, 10-foot tall repli-
ca of a grand champion
steer and he is quickly gain-
ing icon status. Since 2017,
the display has taken on a
life of its own and has
become a popular photo
background for the annual
two-million plus visitors to
the fair and is just another
way the event continues to
promote its core pillars of
agriculture, education and
community involvement.

“Big Tex debuted at the
1952 SFT and soon there-
after one of the agricultural
sponsors involved in the
meat industry brought a
large steer as part of their
exhibit.  That steer was
large enough to allow visi-
tors to walk through it from
end-to-end and see the dif-
ferent cuts of meat,”
explained Jason Hays, SFT
creative director.

At some point that
exhibit was discontinued,
but it became a part of SFT
history. Hays remembered
reading about the steer dis-
play from decades ago. It
was decided to bring back a
steer similar in size, as a
unique way to promote the
fair, while showcasing the
youth exhibitors and youth
auction.

Hays and his team
worked with a firm in the
Texas Hill Country, SRO
Associates, who creates
visual elements that tell
stories, to bring the steer to
life. The steer was designed
from photos of past grand
champion steers, which led
to his name, “The Champ.”

What color to paint the
steer became a bit of a
dilemma, but Hays’ past
experiences in sports pro-
duction led to not just a
workable answer, but a
marketing and promotion-
al event.

“My background is in
television production, spe-
cifically sports. I was fortu-
nate to work a Kentucky

Derby in my past career. I
recalled how as soon as the
race is final, the silks on the
jockey statue in the pad-
dock area were changed to
the colors worn by the

Kentucky Derby winning
jockey. Then the name of
the winning horse is hung
on the wall of champions,
as fast as possible,” Hays

(Continued on page 14)
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Location changes announced for
rest area and mobile livestock office

The Exhibitor Rest Area at the State Fair of Texas® (SFT) looks a little differ-
ent this year. No longer located in Cattle Barn 1, the rest area has a new location to
match its new look – the Briscoe Carpenter Livestock Center (BCLC) Lobby. 

Opened in 2017, the BCLC brings together the history of the SFT with the vision
for the future for exhibitors.  The BCLC is the perfect location for exhibitors to get
out of the heat, socialize and relax while taking in some of the new BCLC exclusive
amenities. Such as the Briscoe Café, open daily at 10 a.m. with menu features
unlike what you’d find in the midway nor other popular fair foods. In addition,
youth exhibitors can stay up-to-date with school and classwork by accessing WIFI
in the BCLC. 

The new location offers amenities and features with utility, but the old location
will not be vacant. In continuing with making the SFT the most exhibitor-friendly,
the space in Cattle Barn 1 will serve as the remote SFT Livestock Office. Rather
than the walk up-hill, through Big Tex’s Stables and around the corner, the new
location is central. Open daily from 7 a.m.-7 p.m., the remote livestock office will
have additional passes for purchase, exhibitors can check on entries, and staff will
help answer questions for livestock and youth contests. 

“These changes are being made to help increase the exhibitor experience,” says
MaKayla Cromwell, livestock director, at the SFT. “They spend a lot of time and
money to show at the State Fair, we want to make sure this is a good experience for
them and make it as easy as possible.”

During the 2017 State Fair of Texas®, Tex, exhibited by Tristan Himes of Sterling County, Texas was selected
as the grand champion steer. “The Champ” was painted in about 15 hours to match Tex’s color. Fair visitors
watched the color transformation and “The Champ” was ready the next morning for the SFT Youth
Livestock Auction.

recalled.
Hays presented a simi-

lar idea for “The Champ”.
Each year he would be
painted the color of the
grand champion steer and
there would be plaques
around the base of the steer
displaying the names of the
champions from the past 10

years. Just like at the
Kentucky Derby, Hays
wanted it done as quick as
possible. A realistic time
frame was settled upon,
which would be about 15
hours. The grand champion
steer is named at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. on selection
day and “The Champ”
would be ready to go by 8
a.m. the next morning,
which is the day of the SFT

Youth Auction.
In 2017, “The Champ”

debuted on opening day as
the color to match the 2016
winning steer, Clifford, a
heavy weight AOB, exhib-
ited by Jagger Horn from
Anson, Texas. Then a week
later, he was painted to
match the 2017 champion,
Tex, exhibited by Tristan
Himes of Sterling County,
Texas.

The schedule is that “The
Champ” is on display out-
side the Briscoe Carpenter
Livestock Center (BCLC)
from opening day of the
SFT until the current
champion is selected, don-
ning the color of the previ-
ous year’s champion. He is
then transformed to reflect
the current year’s champi-
on for the remainder of the
SFT and the opening days
of the next year.

The estimated 15 hours
it takes to paint the steer
has taken on a life of its
own at the SFT. Visitors
come and watch the
process. Lights are even
brought in so the transfor-
mation can be observed at
night. It has also become a
popular draw for local tele-
visions stations the morn-
ing of the auction. “The
Champ” has been a great
way to draw attention to

the youth exhibitors at the
fair while also increasing
the visibility of the SFT
Youth Auction, which last
year provided $1.18 million
in scholarships and funding
to Texas youth.

“We have a crew of
three artists from SRO who
do the painting.  It’s kind of
a production to say the
least. We are standing by
with paint swatches as the

(Continued from page 13)
Champ ...

(Continued on page 16)
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Old timers can find
new events at the SFT

By Lindsay L. Allen

Many will tell you they
have been coming to the
fair for decades and those
same fairgoers can also
attest that new attractions
and events are being added
annually to keep each visit
unique. The State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) is always
adding to the list of activi-
ties and more times than
not, these are free addi-
tions to the fair; giving all
ages new types of fun and
education each year. 

When asked why the
fair keeps expanding,
Daryl Real, vice president
of agriculture and live-
stock, said, “The need for
public agricultural educa-
tion and awareness is ever
increasing as the public
continues to become far-
ther and farther removed
from the farm.” The fair
offers plenty of fun to help
bridge the gap between the
consumer and the agricul-
tural industry. 

Deciding on the new
attractions falls back to a
combination of many
things, but mainly space
availability, finding a quali-
ty operator and making
sure the budget allows for
it, Real said. “Probably
even before those logistics
are considered, the idea
itself must be born. Most
of the time the ideas come
from either addressing a
persistent question, or by
seeing a successful idea
from somewhere else and
then making it fit our audi-
ence.”

Be it your first year or
your 20th year, you won’t
want to miss out on these
new additions to the SFT
this year. 

Big Tex’s
Birthing

Barn
Agriculture will now

come to life, literally, at the
SFT with Big Tex’s Birthing
Barn. The barn is just that,
a place/exhibit where ani-
mals from fellow Texas
stockmen will be hanging
out and waiting to go into
labor. The cattle, sheep,
goats, hogs and chickens
who will call the birthing
barn home for a few weeks
are all due to give birth dur-
ing the 2018 fair, giving fair
goers an up-close experi-

ence with livestock births
and the chance to see day
and week-old animals as
well. This free exhibit will
be open from 10:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. daily and due
dates of each of the live-
stock on display point
toward several births a day.

(Continued on page 16)

2018
State Fair
of Texas
9.28.18 -
10.21.18

www.bigtex.com
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judge is analyzing his grand
champion drive. Then once
the steer is picked, we’re
right in the middle of the
congratulations and inter-
views matching swatches to
his color.  Then the nearby
Sherwin Williams paint
store stays open late to get
the paint mixed.  It has
been really interesting to
see the number of people
who watch some of the
actual painting. The artists
are on ladders, we have
lights in various positions
and they work from photo-

(Continued from page 14)
Champ ... graphs of the steer to get

the details just right. Early
on auction morning, we
remove the plaques and the
oldest one is retired and
this year’s winner is added.
The plaques record the
year, the name of the exhi-
bitor, the price received
and the buyer,” explained
Hays.

Another highlight be-
fore the auction is the
photo session with Big Tex
and “The Champ.” The
winning exhibitor brings
the grand champion steer
out to have what has
become an iconic photo
taken that tells a story

itself. While “The Champ”
is a popular part of the SFT,
his reach has been expand-
ed beyond Big Tex’s pet.

“When we designed
him, it was decided to give
him a mobile element so
that he could be used in
parades and other promo-
tional events. This past
December he was part of
the Dallas Holiday Parade
and we renamed him
“Champ The Steer Deer”
for the day. His head design
allows us to add antlers. In
addition, he wore a red
blanket and of course a red
nose,” described Hays,
adding that this is great

promotion for the fair and
again draws attention to
the SFT’s pillars of agricul-
ture, youth and community
involvement.

You will not want to
miss having your photo
made with “The Champ”
during your visit to the SFT.
The selection of the grand
champion steer is the after-
noon of Thursday, Oct. 4
and the auction is the fol-
lowing day. If you wish to
watch “The Champ’s”
transformation to the 2018
SFT Grand Champion
Steer, there’s your window
of opportunity. 

SLS

Even if you grew up on a
farm, chances are you have
not witnessed many births
from all five species on dis-
play, giving everyone a
chance to learn and experi-
ence something new this
year. The birthing barn will
occupy the space in the Pan
Am Sheep and Goat barn,
where the petting zoo was
previously, which is moving
to the coliseum. 

“The purpose of this
exhibit is educating the fair
going public of where their
food comes from and to
focus on the very beginning
of the “Farm-to-Fork”
message, the birth of live-
stock animals. Its purpose
is also to show the public
the production practices
that take place with new-
born livestock and to edu-
cate them that the practices
done are in the best interest
of the newborn and its
mother. The overarching
goal is for this exhibit to be
a platform for animal agri-
culture to tell their story
and for the public to see
where their food comes
from and how it is cared for,
in the most realistic envi-
ronment possible,” stated
Lind-Utter, account coor-
dinator for Cultivate Agen-
cy, who handles the SFT
livestock promotion. 

CROPS
“CROPS will be anoth-

er free exhibit showcasing
the impact that the largest
Texas grown crops have in
our daily lives. Built on
the interactive concept of
Big Tex’s Farmyard, it will
showcase crops from the
field to where they impact
consumers directly,” Real
said. This exhibit hopes to
show fairgoers how crops
are the building blocks for
all areas of agriculture,
with the large hay bales on
display in the hay maze
(made from the different
hay varieties found here in
Texas) serving as the
“building blocks.” 

“The hope is that this
exhibit is a fun space for
families to come and let the
kids run, touch and play,
while learning something
in the process,” Utter said. 

Head to the corner of
Nimitz and MLK Boule-
vard, right outside of the
Pan Am Sheep and Goat
barn to check out this free
exhibit. 

Livestock
101

“Modeled after a late-

night talk show, Livestock
101 is a fun, family friendly
agricultural education
exhibit at the SFT. At this
exhibit, people of all ages
can learn about the animals
that are on display at the
fair and ask any questions
they may have. The shows
are at 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.,
3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. and
are 30 minutes of jam
packed education,” Utter
said. “The 5:00 p.m. show is
different from the other
three and is called Critter
Fitter. During Critter
Fitter, the show hosts shear
a sheep on stage and allow

(Continued from page 15)

New events...

(Continued on page 18)
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There’s so much to see and do at the State Fair

The State Fair of Texas Corny Dog is a staple of a visit to the State Fair.

By Lesli Garrett
The countdown is on to

the 2018 State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) where fun,
food and numerous activi-
ties for the entire family
await. The SFT offers
something for everyone
over the almost month-
long event, most of which
come absolutely free with
your entrance ticket. From
the midway, to hands on
activities for the kids, rock-
ing concerts and show stop-
ping performances of all

kinds, you won’t run out of
fun activities to do at the

SFT. 
This year, the SFT will

feature 24 days of concerts
on the Chevrolet

Mainstage, such as Aaron
Watson, country music

singer and songwriter with
his latest album release
“Vaquero”. Watson is a
country music chart topper
and is sure to bring his
honky tonk attitude and
Texas roots to the SFT
mainstage. Additionally,
Hunter Hayes, Seven
Streeter and Banda
Carnival will perform.
Along with the Chevrolet
Main Stage, the SFT pro-
vides the Bud Light, Dr
Pepper and Midway Stage
each featuring a wide vari-
ety of local and regional
acts. 

Are you a dog lover?
Then you have to check out
the all-star dog stunt show.
You just thought your dog
was smart until you see
these rescued canines per-
form tricks such as jump
rope, barrel racing, jug-
gling and more.  After you
see these dogs perform
incredible tricks, check out
the pig races to see wee lit-
tle piggies race down the
back stretch as the crowd
cheers them on in the Pan-
Am Arena. These pigs will
surprise you with their grit
and speedy skills, not to
mention they are pretty
cute too. 

For the sports-lovers
the SFT will take acrobatic
sports to a whole new level
with Team BIG AIR, a bas-
ketball slam dunk show. If
you are more of a sharp
shooter then the amazing
archery show is for you.
Frank Addington, Jr. has
over 40-years’ experience
with shots you’ll have to
see to believe.

For those over 21, the
SFT Wine Garden is the
place to be. Each day three
different wineries will be
featured in the garden to
taste and purchase.
Representatives from each
of the wineries will be pres-
ent to answer your ques-
tions and help you find the
perfect wine for your taste
buds. Additionally, you can
visit the GO TEXAN Blue

(Continued on page 18)

While the fair
offers plenty of
fun, there are also
educational
opportunities
built in at every
turn for people of
all ages.

“

“

Visitors and exhibitors to the State Fair of Texas can expect a lot of fun,
rides, education and food.
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attendees to feel the wool
and take samples of the
wool home. The animals
during the other three
shows vary from day-to-
day, but they typically cor-
respond with whatever ani-
mals are in the barns at the
time,” she added.

While Livestock 101 is
not new in its entirety this
year, it does continue to
improve and expand the
knowledge and content
from year-to-year, so even
those who have attended in
the past will be in for a new
show in 2018. Don’t forget
to take a Guided Livestock
Tour from a Moo U Tour
Guide through the barns
when you have finished
Livestock 101-both of
which are free.

Home on the
Range

Home on the Range
features the newly rede-
signed and loved Little
Hands on the Farm exhibit

and the Children’s Health
Barnyard Petting Zoo.
Now located inside the col-
iseum, the two activities
now combined bring to-
gether an all new experi-
ence for fairgoers. Little
Hands on the Farm has
been a fair staple for close
to 20 years now and walks
kids through an interactive
exhibit to teach them how
crops are planted and har-
vested, how animals are fed
and then experience how
the farmer reaps a reward
at the market, according to
Real. The petting zoo is
great for all ages, giving
everyone an up close and
personal experience with
animals of all types and
sizes! 

Another change worth
noting is the expansion of
the Big Tex Stables, which
has an added education
area about horses and how
they interact with people
and you guessed it, it’s free. 

This year, don’t make
the 2018 fried foods the
only new thing you try-stop
in to exhibits and see what
the SFT has to offer.

SLS

(Continued from page 16)

New events...

Ribbon Wine Selection

program, where 12 wines
will be featured from a pool
of over 100 entries. 

Not only is the SFT the

largest state fair in the
nation, but it also hosts the
largest new car auto show
in the Southwest. If you are
in the market for a new ride
or simply want to check out
some of the hottest new
wheels in the auto industry,
then the auto show is a
must visit with over 400 of
the latest models complete
with an entire area desig-
nated to the trucks in the
Truck Zone.

The fun doesn’t stop just
because the sun goes down,
every night at 7:15 p.m. the
SFT presents the Starlight
Parade. This lighted pro-
cession will feature magnif-
icent floats, costumes, live
music and lively characters,
followed by a water and
laser show set to fun tunes
and a vibrant display of
fireworks and dancing
waters. 

The SFT has no short-
age of events and activities
for the entire family that
won’t hurt the wallet.
Come early, stay late and
enjoy all the fair has to
offer. To learn more, find
schedules and purchase
tickets visit bigtex.com.

(Continued from page 17)
See and do...

2018 State Fair
of Texas

9.28.18 - 10.21.18

Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..

Texas Angus Association
131 East Exchange • Suite 116 • Fort Worth, Texas 76164

Office: 817/740-0778 • Fax: 817/740-0877

Need a bull... Find a Bull is always open
at www.findabull.net

Mark your calendars for these

Texas Angus Sales this fall.

Oct. 5 ........M
cKellar Angus Fall Sale, Mount Pleasant, TX

Oct. 6 .........
. 2 Bar/Goode Angus Prime By Design 

Female Sale, Hereford, TX

Oct. 10 .........
.R.A. Brown Ranch Sale, Throckmorton, TX

Oct. 13 .........
.........

TAA Breeders’ Select Sale, Salado, TX

Oct. 15 .........
.........

.........
Ring Bar Ranch Sale, Happy, TX

Oct. 18 .........
.........

.........
.Wilks Ranch Sale, Eastland, TX

Oct.19-20.........
........S

tate Fair of Texas Show, Dallas, TX

Oct. 20........T
op Notch Angus Genetics Sale, Wheeler, TX

Oct. 26-27.........
.........

.........
44 Farms Sale, Cameron, TX

Oct. 26.........
.Rutherford Ranches Female Sale, Buda, TX

Nov. 9.........
.....Double Creek Angus Bull Sale, Clifton, TX

Nov. 9-10 ........
Lone Star Angus Private Treaty Bull Sale, 

Gainesville, TX

Nov. 10 .........
.........

..Lesikar Angus Bull Sale, Athens, TX

Nov. 16.........
.........

........D
ouble Creek Sale, Meridian, TX

Nov. 17.........
.........

.........
.....Cox Ranch Sale, Peaster, TX

Nov. 17 ........E
ast Texas Bull Alliance Bull Sale, Lufkin, TX

Dec. 1 .......4
4 Farms Abilene Christmas Sale, Abilene, TX

Dec. 7 .........
.........

.....Lone Star Angus Alliance Bull Sale, 

Hallettsville, TX

Dec. 8 .........
.........

...Texas Angus Performance Bull Sale, 

College Station, TX

Dec. 28 .........
.........

....Evans Farms Bull Sale, Proctor, TX

To learn more about Angus, Texas Angus Association

and all our programs, events and junior activities, click

on www.texasangus.com.
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