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Volunteer deluxe-
Warren Mayberry

Emceeing the State Fair of Texas Youth Livestock Auction is one of the many volunteer responsibilities
Warren Mayberry handles annually.

Warren Mayberry (left) pictured with leaders of Texas FFA, 4-H and FCCLA at a program developed
through the State Fair Ag Awareness Day and spearheaded by Mayberry.

Warren Mayberry addressing Texas youth at the State Fair of Texas’ Ag
Awareness Day.

By Caitlin Richards
The State Fair of Texas®

(SFT) gives a lot to the
youth of Texas. From op-
portunities at the livestock
shows, exhibitions and auc-
tions to scholarships and
educational opportunities,
the impact the fair has on
the youth of Texas is far
reaching. 

It’s  impact, though, is
only as strong as its volun-
teers and the number of
volunteers backing the SFT
is strong. Warren Mayberry
is one of those volunteers
and is a volunteer deluxe.
Within the livestock and
agricultural education divi-
sion of the fair, Mayberry is
as iconic as Big Tex. 

“I grew up involved in

FFA and showing livestock
in the Houston area,” says
Mayberry. “When you are a
student, you never realize
how much goes into putting
on a major stock show. I
was reminded as an adult
that at some point it’s your
turn to give back.” 

Around 2001, Mayberry
was having a conversation
with the SFT’s vice presi-
dent of livestock at the
time, Benny Clark. May-
berry shared he was inter-
ested in volunteering with
the fair and his 20 plus year
involvement with the SFT
began. 

“I think I started as an
announcer,” says Mayberry
with a laugh. It has been so

long, and he has volun-
teered in so many ways it
was hard for Mayberry to
recall his first role with the
fair. “I take that back, they
asked me to serve as a ring
man and it turned into
being an announcer for the
Pan Am  and dairy shows.” 

Since then, Mayberry
has volunteered with the
open shows and the swine
show as the announcer and
then a director. In the last
couple of years, he has
come back to the cattle
barn to be an announcer,
again.  

“It is a lot of fun to be
back in the show arena and
livestock barns, and being
around youth, who were

just like me, showing live-
stock and working hard,”
says Mayberry. 

For the last five years or
more, Mayberry has taken
an active role with the Big
Tex Youth Livestock Auc-
tion, which awards money
to top preforming youth
exhibitors and raises funds
for scholarships. Alongside
auctioneer Bill Hall,
Mayberry creates an at-
mosphere that is one of a
kind from the auction
block.

“We have a great cama-
raderie, and it is really
enjoyable,” says Mayberry.
“I try to bring a little bit
more levity and jovialness
to something that’s already
really cool. It is a great
opportunity to raise money
for youth, and people don’t

ever mind spending money
when they’re having a good
time.”

Mayberry was the recip-
ient of a Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo
scholarship and remem-
bers what a difference the
scholarship made towards
his college education
expenses. As an adult,
Mayberry had a conversa-
tion with Mary Nan West,
the chair of the San
Antonio Livestock Show
and Rodeo and also a

member of the SFT’s
Heritage Hall of Honor,
that sparked his passion for
volunteerism. 

“I remember her saying
-- ‘you’ve got to give back,
and telling me it’s now my
role, because one day she
wouldn’t be there to write
the check, offer advice or
help out,’” says Mayberry.
“It made me realize I need-
ed to be a part of the next
generation of volunteers.”

Mayberry is certainly a
(Continued on page 7)
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Rodeo returns to the
State Fair of Texas

By Lesli Sharp

RODEO SCHEDULE
Rodeos will take place each weekend of the SFT during the evening. A full rodeo

schedule is listed below:
* Sept. 24 – Cowboys of Color Rodeo, 6:00 p.m.
* Sept. 25 – Cowboys of Color Rodeo, 6:00 p.m.
* Sept. 26 – Mexican Rodeo Celebration, 6:00 p.m.
* Sept. 29 – State Fair of Texas Youth Rodeo, 8:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
* Oct. 1 – United Professional Rodeo Association Texas Finals 6:00 p.m.
* Oct. 2 – United Professional Rodeo Association Texas Finals 6:00 p.m.
* Oct. 3 – United Professional Rodeo Association Texas Finals 6:00 p.m.
* Oct. 8 – Tuff Hedeman Bull Bucking Contest 6:00 p.m.
* Oct. 9 – Bull Fighters Only Competition 6:00 p.m.
* Oct. 15 – Texas Ranch Rodeo, 6:00 p.m.
* Oct. 16 – Texas Ranch Rodeo, 6:00 p.m.

The State Fair of Texas
(SFT) has no shortage of
activities and sights to see
for fairgoers and the 2021
edition will be no excep-
tion. With new events and
added shows, attendees
will want to plan ahead to
pack in all the fun. This
year has many  exciting
events, some new, some
yearly fan favorites and it
will see the resurgence of
rodeo back at the fair.

The Fair Park
Coliseum, now known as
the Woodbridge Home
Solutions Coliseum,  is
home to this year’s new
event-rodeo. Each week-
end will feature rodeo, but
each weekend’s lineup or
style of rodeo will be differ-
ent.  Attendees of all ages
will be glued to their seats
as they experience rodeo in
the historic coliseum. And
the best part is, the rodeo is
part of your admission tick-
et to the fairgrounds. 

“The coliseum is rich
with history, the first three
National Finals Rodeos

(NFR) were held in this
very coliseum beginning in
1959,” said Daryl Real,
SFT senior vice president
for agriculture and live-
stock, adding “Our rodeo
schedule brings an added
entertainment value to this
year’s fair and the lineup
provides something differ-
ent and sure to be exciting
each weekend of the SFT.”

The first weekend will
feature the Cowboys of
Color Rodeo on both
Friday and Saturday
evening. This will be pro-
duced by Cleo Hearn and
his family and will feature
the traditional rodeo
events.

Then on Sunday, Sept.
26th, fairgoers can take in
the Mexican Rodeo Fiesta.
This is a combination of
pageantry, along with the
Charro style of bull riding,
horse riding and roping. In
addition, the contestants
and performers will be
dressed accordingly. Atten-
dees will be awed by the
skills, horsemanship and

clothing that will be on dis-
play.

Wednesday, Sept. 29th
will see youth from across
Texas compete in the tradi-
tional rodeo events and in
addition to prizes, there
will be scholarships on the
line.

The first weekend of
October will feature the
United Professional Rodeo
Association’s Texas Finals.
This will see the top five
contestants in each event
compete for the overall
championships. It will be in
progressive rounds on Oct.
1st and Oct 2nd, then the
finals will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 3rd.

The following weekend
will see the Tuff Hedeman
Bull Bucking contest on
Friday night. Hedeman, a
four time NFR World
Champion and a Pro-
Rodeo Hall of Famer, will
produce this event. It will
feature top bull riders
against some of the tough-
est bulls and promises to
keep the audience en-

gaged. 
The following day,

Saturday, Oct. 9th is the
famous and much antici-
pated 117th annual Uni-
versity of Texas versus
Oklahoma University Red
River Shootout football
game. It will also feature
the Bull Fighters Only
(BFO)  event that evening.
The BFO organization will
produce the Red River
Rumble and this high-
intensity contest pits man
against beast, as the bull is
not ridden in this freestyle
of competition. It will fea-
ture eight of the world’s
most talented and coura-
geous bullfighters and they
will all choose to represent
either Texas or Oklahoma
to tie in with the earlier
football clash. 

Then the final weekend

of the fair goes truly back to
the roots of rodeo, as work-
ing cowboys and cowgirls
will be center stage in the
coliseum.  Ranch rodeos
differ from the more com-
mon style rodeos in sever-
al ways. For starters, the
contestants are not profes-
sional rodeo cowboys; in-
stead, they are usually full-
time ranch hands who com-
pete in annual ranch
rodeos for fun and for brag-
ging rights. The events in
ranch rodeos are more sim-
ilar to the tasks commonly
performed on a ranch and
the equipment and tack
used are the same as those
used during everyday
ranch work. Instead of
competing as individuals,
the contestants in ranch
rodeos compete as a team
representing the ranch they

work for and the brand
they ride for every day.

There will be eight
ranches competing each
night and champions will
be named from the 16 total
ranches represented, based
on the highest score.

The coliseum will also
be a busy place during the
day as the ever popular,
back by demand, always a
crowd favorite pig races
will be held every day at 11,
noon and 1 p.m.

Another show  you
won’t want to miss is the
Majesty of the Horse with
world renowned horseman
and charro, Jerry Diaz and
family. Diaz is a fourth gen-
eration charro (skilled
Mexican horseman), who is
continuing the traditions of
his family for the last 150

(Continued on page 6)

Join Hereford breeders at the State Fair on:
Friday, October 15th – Open Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows

Saturday, October 16th – Junior Hereford and
Polled Hereford Shows

Also mark your calendars for these other
upcoming THA Events:

Wednesday, October 27th – Texas Hereford Fall Classic,
Buffalo Livestock Market, Inc., Buffalo, Texas

Selling 60 Hereford bulls, 10 Registered Hereford Heifers 
250 Commercial Females (Hereford x Brahman and Brangus)

January 30, 2022 – Texas Hereford 52nd
POWERHOUSE Commercial Female Sale 

“A new force within the Hereford industry”
Fort Worth Stock Show, Fort Worth, Texas

Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..
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“Algae, Soil, and Livestock – the Hidden Connection.”
By David D. Ramjohn – CEO AlgEternal Technologies, LLC

A wise man once told me,
“the most expensive thing you
can feed your cow is bad hay.”
It took me a minute to under-
stand but when I did it became
clear that his statement was
incredibly profound. Essen-
tially, feeding livestock poor
quality fodder results in high
costs to the producer in the
long run. For any livestock
producer, being able to bal-
ance budgets to ensure prof-
itability is as important as
knowing how to raise the live-
stock. From veterinarian bills,
medicines, minerals, supple-
ments, breeding, water tubs,
feeders, to fodder costs, the
livestock producer has to
manage limited resources to
ensure that their livestock
remain healthy. But if you
grow your own hay or have
your own pasture, then there’s
an option you should not
overlook – getting the best
quality grass possible, using
natural inputs that create
healthy soil and do not cause
more harm than good in the
environment.

Healthy soil equals
healthy grass, which equals
healthy livestock. Healthy
livestock means lower costs of
production for veterinary
care, medicines, and supple-
ments, and higher returns on
investment through heavier
livestock with better quality
meat and dairy outputs.
Focusing on soil health pays
dividends in many ways, but
what exactly is “soil health”,
and how does one create
healthy soils? Soil comprises
both living and non-living
components; if you do not
have the living components in
soil then you have dirt. Very
little grows in dirt. The living
components of soil include
microalgae, bacteria, fungi,
nematodes, earthworms,
insects, and a host of other
organisms that all perform
biological functions, which
benefit the plants growing in
the soil. The health of your
soil is directly related to the
biology in your soil. Accord-
ing to the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NR
CS) of the United States
Department of Agriculture
(USDA), “Bacteria, algae,
microscopic insects, earth-
worms, beetles, ants, mites,
and fungi are among [the liv-
ing organisms in soils]…their
[combined] value has been
estimated at $1.5 trillion a
year worldwide.”

Microalgae are perhaps
the least known or under-
stood biological component in
soil. Most consider algae to be
restricted to aquatic environ-
ments, e.g. ponds, lakes,
oceans; however, terrestrial
microalgae occur in every
known soil on Earth, from the
Arctic tundra to deserts.
Terrestrial microalgae have
unique properties and abili-
ties that allow them to survive
with very little moisture and

sunlight in soil and these
properties and abilities work
in tandem with other
microbes to make the entire
soil microbial community
function properly as a whole.
Recent studies have begun to
recognize the role of microal-
gae in soil as they relate to
plant health while acknowl-
edging that huge gaps remain
in our knowledge of microal-
gae functions in soil health.

Without microalgae in
soils we must add substances
such as synthetic fertilizers,
compost, compost teas, fish
emulsions, molasses, even

powdered milk, to the soil to
feed not only the plants we
grow but also to feed the non-
photosynthetic microorgan-
isms that live in soil, which
cannot produce their own glu-
cose for energy. Synthetic fer-
tilizers have about 50% effi-
ciency, meaning that only half
of the fertilizer we put on soils
actually go to the plants we
grow, the other half is either
lost through leaching or is
eaten by the microbes in the
soil. Why is microalgae so dif-
ferent and beneficial? Micro-
algae (including cyanobacte-
ria) are the only microbes that

live in soil and perform photo-
synthesis, which makes glu-
cose and releases oxygen in
the soil. Glucose produced by
microalgae in soil provide the
food source for other non-
photosynthetic microbes,
which allows them to live and
function in soil as Nature
intended without the need to
be fed by us.

Microalgae are the base of
the food web in soils; remove
them and the entire soil
microbial ecosystem collaps-
es, unless we add costly fertil-
izers and other additives to
the soil. Adding living micro-

algae to the soil re-establishes
the natural ecosystem func-
tions with the benefits of
healthy grasses or other crops
without the continued syn-
thetic inputs. Microalgae also
bring additional benefits to
soil health by: retaining mois-
ture and dissolved nutrients in
soils longer; releasing second-
ary metabolites that release
minerals bound in soils mak-
ing them become available to

plants; releasing plant hor-
mones that stimulate plant
growth; and producing anti-
bacterial substances that help
to prevent diseases from
attacking them and the plant
roots they surround.

Microalgae create healthy
soils, which grow healthy gras-
ses, which feed healthy live-
stock. For more information
visit www.ElixEarth. com

Paid Advertising.

About the author:
Ramjohn is a Marine Biologist and self-professed Algae-vange-
list who believes that algae can solve critical challenges such as
soil loss and degradation. AlgEternal Technologies, LLC pro-
duces a microalgae-based soil amendment, trademarked
“ElixEarth®,” in their patented technology. GOTEXAN® regis-
tered, based in La Grange, Texas, they believe that ElixEarth®

can reverse soil damage and increase soil health and agricultur-
al returns economically and safely.
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Bruce Sifford

Here for the youth
By Lindsay L Allen 

They say “you are who
you hang out with.” Bruce

Sifford is not excluded
from this long-held belief. 

Sifford’s long-time
friend served as the general
counsel for many years
with the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) and eventu-
ally, Sifford started serving
as well--thanks to the influ-
ence of this good friend. 

“He always kept me
updated on what was hap-
pening at the fair and he
knew how much I loved the
SFT. Ultimately, he
brought my name forward
as a new board member

and in 2002, I officially
joined the board,” Sifford
remembered. 

The SFT Board of
Directors consists of a long
line of distinguished com-
munity leaders who have
provided governance for
the annual event since it
was originally chartered in
1886.

As a Dallas native,
Sifford was able to attend
the fair annually and has
loved it since he was a kid

“It’s satisfying to be a
part of something I grew up

attending and have a deep
appreciation for. The fair
has many charitable com-
ponents that reach out to
the less fortunate in our
community and our neigh-
borhood, which makes vol-
unteering so much more
worthwhile,” he said. 

When he joined the
board 19 years ago, Sifford
was asked to chair the SFT
Livestock Committee and
while he has moved posi-
tions, his love for where he
started has never left him.
After chairing the commit-
tee for 10 years, Sifford is
still a member of the live-
stock committee, which
includes the promotion of

the livestock events,
fundraising and annual
events for the fair.  

“I have been involved in
the livestock program all
along the way and still have
a passion for the young
people who bring their ani-
mals to the fair,” he shared. 

Now, Sifford’s main
responsibility is to serve as
treasurer and vice chair-
man of the SFT Finance
and Audit Committee.
“The treasurer has the
responsibility to interact
with the CFO and his staff
at the fair to monitor all
finance and accounting. I
report to the board of
directors on the financial

health of the fair on an
ongoing basis and am
responsible for the budget
and reconciliation of the
budget for the fair. Because
the fair is a 501c3 organiza-
tion, it is mandated to have
a formal audit every year
for publication on our web-
site and that is one of the
main purposes of this par-
ticular committee,” Sifford
shared. 

And if all the above isn’t
enough…Sifford can also
be found serving with the
SFT Auction Committee. 

“My favorite part of the
entire fair is auction day.
This year it will be held on
Friday, Oct. 1 and is always
an exciting event to attend.
There is nothing better
than watching young
exhibitors achieve the
goals they have worked for
all year long,” Sifford stat-
ed. 

The fair staff guides the
auction process and details
throughout the year with
the help of the committee
as they seek to focus on the
young people who show
their animals at the fair, the
overall fundraising of dol-
lars that will be spent buy-
ing the animals, as well as
the overall mechanics of
running a very large, one-
day auction.

“The SFT brings hun-
dreds of young people to
show their animals every
year. Many of these youth
end up in the auction ring,
which gives them the
opportunity to sell their
animals and raise money
for their educational
opportunities going for-
ward. The auction commit-
tee is filled with like-mind-
ed board members and
committee members for
the fair who passionately
raise money every single
year to assist these youth
exhibitors,” he stated. 

The goal Sifford has for
the future of the fair and
the committee is centered
around more funds to help
more youth. “We just hope
the committee is able to
raise more money for the
livestock participants, as
well as local schools near
Fair Park, who benefit
from the fair’s generosity
by applying for scholarship
money their senior year in
high school,” Sifford con-
tinued, “It is incredibly sat-
isfying to see these young
people have an opportuni-
ty to go to the next level in
their lives. If you see these
youth, meet them and talk
to them, you would be hard
pressed not to support
them. These young people
are worth betting on and
it’s why I stay involved with
the fair.”
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years. Diaz and his wife,
Staci and son, Nicholas are
nationally recognized for
their dazzling horse and
roping skills and tantalizing
performances. Diaz has
been recognized around
the world for his horseman-
ship and contributions to
the western lifestyle and

heritage. Diaz’s act will be
located in the coliseum at 2,
3 and 4 p.m. on Sept. 24-
28th, Sept. 30-Oct. 5th, Oct.
7-12th and Oct. 14-17th.

The SFT has a long-
standing tradition of cele-
brating agriculture, youth
education and serving as a
family friendly venue and
the events scheduled for
the coliseum are extensions
of those missions.

(Continued from page 2)
Rodeo...

Youth from across Texas compete in the market shows and then the top
placing individuals for steers, hogs, lambs, goats and chickens sell in an
auction. This year's auction will be Friday, Oct. 1st.Kacy Bland

Bland joins livestock staff  at State Fair of Texas
By Lesli Sharp

For Kacy Bland, work-
ing for a large livestock
show has always been a
dream. Coming from a
small community outside
of Lubbock, Bland grew up
in agriculture and her pas-
sion for the industry was
developed at a young age.
It continued to grow
throughout her high school
and college careers, as she
was involved in showing
and judging livestock. She
received an animal science
degree at Texas Tech
University. 

Bland accepted the
position of State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) Livestock
Coordinator in the summer
of 2021 and now manages

all the livestock and eques-
trian competitive events at
the SFT, which includes
planning and execution of
approved programming at
the fair. She oversees hiring
staff, interns and contrac-
tors to execute planned
events and manage com-
munications with volun-
teers, competitors and
advisors. This position
allows her to positively
contribute to youth activi-
ties and ensure all events
are executed with success
for competitors and specta-
tors. 

Bland grew up on a
12,000-acre cotton, corn,
wheat, milo and hay farm in
West Texas and her family
manages a small commer-
cial cattle herd and raises
club calves. Her back-
ground in the livestock
industry has served her
well, as she interned at
every major show in the
state of Texas, along with
the National Western in
Denver, Colorado over the
past several years. She
actually served as an SFT
intern four years.  Bland
ultimately landed a full-
time position at the SFT,
where she utilizes the les-

sons learned from her fami-
ly farm along with her pre-
vious livestock show expe-
rience. 

One quote sticks with
Bland as she reflects on her
upbringing and the lessons
learned from her father:
“Agriculture is the most
healthful, most useful and
most noble employment of
man,” by George Washing-
ton.  

Bland lives this quote
out every day and is on fire
for the livestock industry.
She is passionate about giv-
ing back to the industry
that gave so much to her.
Working at the SFT allows
Bland the opportunity to
do just that and give back to
youth and the industry
every day. 

“I believe this is the
absolute best industry to
raise kids in, so to give back
to the youth of Texas like so
many did for me while I was
showing, is a dream come
true,” said Bland. 

Bland said there are
many things she is looking
forward to about the
upcoming SFT that runs
from Sept. 24 – Oct. 17,
2021, but mostly interact-
ing with all the exhibitors

and visiting with them
about their projects tops
the list. Learning about stu-
dent’s animals and compe-
titions will make for a great
first SFT for Bland in her
first year as a full-time staff
member. 

“Thus far, I have met
and networked with so
many new and incredible
people in our industry. I
cannot wait to meet so
many more,” said Bland.

One new addition to
this year’s event Bland is
excited for is rodeo, which
will be held in the coliseum
during the weekends and is
free with your admission
ticket.

The SFT seeks to pro-
mote agriculture, educa-
tion, and community
involvement through quali-
ty entertainment in a fami-
ly-friendly environment
and this year will be no dif-
ferent with an array of
events and activities. 

The SFT is full of excite-
ment to welcome back fair-
goers and exhibitors for a
full fair this year. Everyone
attending the 2021 event
can expect activities, fair
fun and contests to be in
full swing. Bland is also

looking forward to sharing
in the excitement and being

a part of the SFT family in
her role.
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part of the next generation
of volunteers, but he does
even more than the roles
already mentioned. May-
berry serves on the adviso-
ry board for the fair, and
through his position he is
ensuring the same opportu-
nities for the future youth
of Texas. What makes
Mayberry a volunteer de-
luxe though, is his ability to
find solutions and create
opportunities by building
new programs and initia-
tives for youth. 

After an agricultural
education teacher in the
Dallas area came to
Mayberry for help, he
developed a program with
the SFT to create engage-
ment and diversity in agri-
cultural education class-
rooms called Finding
Agriculture Interesting
and Rewarding (FAIR). 

“We brought approxi-
mately 100 high school stu-
dents to the fair, some of
whom were attending for
the first time and live only
20 miles from the fair-
grounds,” says Mayberry.
“We held an agricultural
career fair to talk about
career opportunities in
agriculture, invited univer-

sities to discuss applying
for grants and the financial
resources available to
them, had a motivational
guest speaker, hosted a net-
working time for the stu-
dents, and of course did
some fun fair things.”  

For several years,
Mayberry coordinated the
program and had students
directly involved go on to
college and major in agri-
cultural degree programs.
That is what it is all about
for Mayberry. He didn’t
stop there, though. 

After the previous chair
for Ag Awareness Day
retired, Mayberry stepped
in to be a part of the pro-
gram. He not only stepped
in, but of course brought
new life and opportunities
to the program utilizing his
creativity and passion.
With a group of industry
leaders and professionals
from various sectors,
Mayberry went to work
creating a program where
youth grew as leaders, but
primarily learned about
servant leadership.  

“It was important to me
to actually give them the
opportunity to be servant
leaders,” says Mayberry.
“They get a lot of coaching
on public speaking and
motivating a group, but the

opportunity to be a servant
leader makes a huge differ-
ence in becoming a leader.” 

The restructured Ag
Awareness Day program
now does just that. Youth
leaders in FFA, 4-H and
FCCLA gather for the
three-day event, where
they have professional
development opportunities
through trainings and
workshops, but also ser-
vant leadership opportuni-
ties. The youth spend half a
day with the North Texas
Food Bank packing boxes
and distributing food, and
then read to Dallas area
elementary schools the
American Farm Bureau
Federation’s book of the
year for agricultural litera-
cy. 

“That was a really cool
opportunity,” says May-
berry. “It is probably the
one we get the most
remarks about from the
community and engage-
ment from the students. It
has a cool place in my
heart. To hear the youth
sharing their own passion
about agriculture, or con-
sumer science with young-
er students is so awesome.” 

Mayberry, like many of
the students he is now
impacting   through   his

(Continued from page 1)
Mayberry...

(Continued on page 9)
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Welcome back
to the State Fair

Hello, hola, bonjour, nin
hao, ciao, konnichiwa, gu-
ten tag, howdy. The State
Fair of Texas® (SFT) is
known for celebrating all
things Texan with more
than 2.5 million guests from
around the globe each year.
After a year hiatus, due to
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the time-honored tradition
is returning in all its Lone
Star glory on Friday, Sept.
24. It has been nearly two
years since we closed the
gates and said so long after
the 2019 State Fair, and
with more anticipation for
fall than ever before, we
are counting the days until
we welcome back people
from all walks of life with a
great, big, “Howdy, Folks!”
at the 2021 State Fair of
Texas.

In an instant our lives
went completely virtual it
seems – everything from
meetings, to school, to fam-
ily get-togethers, concerts,
and even weddings took
place online. We found
ourselves yearning for in-

person gatherings like the
SFT. For decades, the fair
has been a meeting ground
for family members,
friends, colleagues, and
loved ones. If the fair-
grounds could talk, they
would be bursting at the
seams with stories of love,
laughter, and togetherness.
Every year we are honored
to be a place for people to
say, “Howdy, Folks!,” to
each other, and after a year
without the it, we’re more
elated than ever before to
be that place again in 2021.

“This year’s commemo-
rative theme art encom-
passes the foundation of
what the SFT is all about –
being together,” said
Mitchell Glieber, SFT pres-
ident. “None of us could
have predicted all that the
COVID-19 pandemic
would bring with it, but we
feel so grateful to carry on
the fair’s 135-year history
and welcome everyone
back with a warm, ‘Howdy,
Folks!,’ this year. We’re
excited to make up for lost

time and help families and
friends from all walks of
life reconnect again, while
making new memories to
last a lifetime.”

At the SFT, we pride
ourselves on having some-
thing for everyone.
Whether you love trying all
the new foods or checking
out the latest cars and
trucks at the Texas Auto
Show, this year’s commem-
orative theme art repre-
sents a diverse variety of
folks enjoying all things
Texan, found at the State
Fair. Join us in celebrating
the 2021 theme “HOW-
DY, FOLKS!,” by coming
out to enjoy this year’s 24-
day exposition. As we wel-
come back everyone,
health and safety of all fair-
goers, vendors, and team
members remains our top
priority. The SFT will
adhere to all applicable
CDC guidelines in place
during the time the fair
takes place, as well as any
local, state, or federal
guidelines.
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volunteering, was launched
from agricultural youth
programs into a successful
career. He earned a degree
in agricultural journalism
from Texas A&M
University, as well as a mas-
ter’s in mass communica-
tions, and has used his tal-
ents and skills to further
the agricultural industry
through his professional
roles. He is currently the
southern region senior lead
for government and indus-
try and culture lead for
external affairs for Cor-
teva. 

Making a difference is a
natural trait for Mayberry.
He also serves in volunteer
capacities at other stock
shows around the state,
including the Houston
Livestock Show and the
Fort Worth Stock Show.
From just his service with
the SFT  though, it is appar-
ent everything he touches
launches a ripple effect of
impact, which the agricul-
tural industry is so deeply
known for. 

“I believe in agricul-
ture,” says Mayberry. “I
believe in these programs,
and I know firsthand what
these programs can do and
deliver for students. So, to
me, the reason why I do it is
because it’s my time to
carry that torch for the next
generation.” 

(Continued from page 7)
Mayberry...

Jim Prewitt

A Texas sized void,
remembering Jim Prewitt

By Martha Hollida Garrett
To know Jim Prewitt

was to know his love for
supporting  youth. He was a
long-time supporter of the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)
and kept returning year
after year to support the
youth of Texas, predomi-
nately through the fair’s
youth livestock auction.
Prewitt, who fought brave-
ly against his cancer diag-
nosis and passed  in April,
worked tirelessly to raise
funds for the  SFT Youth
Auction and in doing so
impacted  young exhibitors
across the Lone Star State.

As a  SFT Platinum
Level buyer at the auction,
he was always looking for
ways to give more. It wasn’t
just his treasure that
Prewitt donated over the
last two decades, but his
time and talent as well.  He
was a member of the Big
Tex Champion Club,
served on the board for

Youth Livestock Day at the
fair and was always drum-
ming up more support for
the auction. He was one of
the fair’s best ambassadors
and through his efforts,
many individuals and busi-
nesses became involved in
the auction, as well as vol-
unteering.

“Jim was the kind of guy
who believed in supporting
youth and worked to do

that. He did more than just
give of his personal money,
he gave his time . He led by
example and had the
unique gift of being able to
gather people into a circle
and work together. He was
always a big idea person,
but he brought a plan of
action along with his
ideas,” said Daryl Real,
SFT senior vice president
for agriculture and live-

stock. Real added that
Prewitt never needed
recognition for his efforts
as what he did was for
youth, not for himself.

“These kids are our
greatest natural resource
and I believe in them and
love investing in them; I
know they will make a posi-
tive difference in our
future, ”  Prewitt said in

(Continued on page 11)
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History of Big Tex
Provided by State Fair of Texas

Big Tex, official greeter
and icon of the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT), is known
around the globe as the
world’s tallest cowboy. The
gentle giant has welcomed
millions of guests to the
annual exposition in Fair
Park, but many don’t know
his history – who he used to
be and how he wound up in
Dallas.

Not his first rodeo
It’s no surprise most

people know Big Tex as the
SFT’s host-with-the-most –
after all, he’s had the job for
65 plus years – but before
coming to Big D in 1952,
Tex played the role of
another well-known char-
acter in a small Texas town
due east of Corsicana.

In the free-wheeling
years after World War II,
merchants in Kerens,
Texas, had a problem.
Residents of the tiny town
drove to nearby Corsicana
(or even made the 75 mile
journey to Dallas) for their
annual Christmas shopping
sprees. Looking for a gim-
mick that might encourage
people to spend money at
local stores, the wise folks
at the Kerens Chamber of
Commerce built what they
claimed was the world’s
largest Santa Claus, a 49-ft.
tall figure made of iron-
pipe drill casing, papier
mache, cloth (outfit), and
seven-foot lengths of un-
raveled rope (for the beard,
of course).

Unsurprisingly, the
unique promotion was a
success during the ’49 holi-
day season, but just as fads
and viral videos fade today,
the novelty of Kerens’
Santa faded the following
year and community sup-
port waned. Ah, but as the
saying goes, “one small
town’s giant Santa is anoth-
er city’s big Texan.”

Santa Claus Big Tex
comes to town

In 1951, SFT officials
settled on the rhythmic
tagline, “She’ll be a son-of-
a-gun in ’51,” to help pro-
mote the then 16-day expo-
sition in promotional and
advertising materials. Ac-
companying the line was a
broad-chested, red-check-
ed-shirt-wearing cowboy
named “Tex.”

From a Sept. 2, 1951
archived article:

“Big “Tex,” in his red-
checked shirt, cowboy hat
and boots, will be used on
billboards, posters and

State Fair of Texas litera-
ture to point out the fact
that the 1951 exposition
will be the biggest and best
yet.

Fair officials decided
“Tex” was the most appro-
priate symbol to adopt,
since the fair is one of the
things Texans would be
most justified in bragging
about – if they ever did that

sort of thing.”
Texans, brag? Who us?

Never.
The ads and the Big Tex

character worked. So in
late 1951, at what are pre-
sumed to be negotiations at
the highest level, Fair offi-
cials purchased the Kerens
Santa Clause for $750
(about $7,100 in 2016).
Santa was headed to Big D.

A little work, Tex’s Debut,
a nose job and a move
After making the trek to

Dallas, the figure formally
known as Santa was
renamed Big Tex. Before
Tex took his job at the
1952 SFT, the fair hired
Dallas artist Jack Bridges
to alter the mixed media
statue into a more cowboy-

(Continued on page 14)
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Jim Prewitt was a State Fair of Texas Platinum buyer and at the time of
his death, the chairman of the State Fair Youth Livestock Auction
Committee. Prewitt is pictured here with the 2019 State Fair of Texas
Grand Champion Steer.

2018.
Prewitt, who owned

Landmark Nurseries, was a
product of 4-H and FFA.
He served as the  Texas
FFA president in 1960 and
later went on to serve as a
National FFA vice presi-
dent from 1961-1962. 

“As I grew my own busi-
ness and started to see suc-
cess, I knew I wanted to
give back to the organiza-
tions that meant so much to
me and 4-H, FFA and the
fair are all natural conduits
for rewarding students.
The purpose of the SFT
Youth Livestock Auction is
to reward youngsters with
college money and to help
with the expenses of their
animals. Whatever career
path they take, I hope they
always have an apprecia-
tion for agriculture and I
hope they are an advocate
for this industry,” Prewitt
was quoted as saying.

Real and those associat-
ed with fair leadership
openly express that his
absence leaves a huge void,
but  true to Prewitt’s char-
acter he made a mark on
this year’s auction before
his death.

For the last 10 years, the
auction committee has
been raising around $1 mil-
lion annually, even in  the
pandemic of  2020.

Prewitt  was in line to be
SFT Auction Chairman for
2021’s event. . . and he was. .
. for six months.  The com-
mittee met and  the consen-
sus was that it would be
realistic to keep the goal at
$1 million, as businesses
were fighting  their way
through COVID-19 still.

“The day after the com-
mittee met and established
their 2021 goal, Jim called
and said I don’t like it. I
don’t need a goal in front of
me--I need a goal higher
than me. He provided a
chart that showed a
roadmap of how a higher
amount could be reached.
He broke it down to how
many donors were needed
at each dollar level. The
committee  was quickly on
board and they’ve been
hard at work since then. In
those few months before
his death, he positioned us
on a trajectory for success,”
Real shared.

The number of youth
that he touched through his
own giving, personal
fundraising efforts and ral-
lying others to be  involved
is  impossible to calculate.
The fair, along with many
other youth organizations,
have a Texas-size void left
by Prewitt and he will be

missed greatly as a person
and an influencer.

“He and his wife, Paula
believed in youth and stood
together to support them.

Everyone knew Jim Pre-
witt and he made an impact
everywhere he went,”
reflected Real.

SLS

(Continued from page 9)
Remembering...
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Lessons learned from pandemic lead to schedule changes
In 2020, the State Fair of

Texas®(SFT) was for the
most part cancelled due to
the pandemic. The market
shows were held and some
of the measures put in
place last year have led to
changes going forward.

“One of the major rea-
sons we were able to have
the market competitions
last year revolved around
scheduling. We took what
was basically a week long
schedule and expanded it
to more than 10 days to

allow for added social dis-
tancing,” explained Daryl
Real, SFT senior vice presi-
dent for agriculture and
livestock.

While it definitely
heightened the safety of
everyone, it also proved to
be popular with exhibitors. 

“We found that we had

less waiting time in lines,
load in and load out was
more efficient, check-in
went much smoother,
exhibitors had more room
in the barns and it was a
positive learning experi-
ence for all,” added Real.

The 2021 schedule
reflects the lessons learned

from last year and more
rotations were added in the
livestock events. In addi-
tion, the leadership con-
tests schedule was length-
ened to accommodate
exhibitors, and some con-
tests are moving to an
online first round of com-
petitions.

“Last year taught us
many things and we learn-
ed better ways to operate
and how to use our facili-
ties better. We always want
to be improving our cus-
tomer service and making
the SFT show experience
more enjoyable,” conclud-
ed Real.

By Martha Hollida Garrett
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Educational and leadership con-
tests continue to be a big part of
the State Fair of Texas' schedule.
Youth from across the state com-
pete in livestock and dairy judg-
ing, public speaking, archery, ag
mechanics, job interview, agri-sci-
ence fair, skillathons, wildlife,
agrobotics, product identification,
plant identification and food chal-
lenge this year.

like appearance. Bridges
gave a wink to the right eye,
slimmed the face and torso,
and moved the right arm to
the right breast of the struc-

ture to give a thumb-in-vest
appearance.

Big Tex made his public
debut at the opening of the
1952 event. Wearing size 70
boots and a 75-gallon hat,
Tex towered 52 ft. above
revelers around his feet in

the median of the Court of
Honor.

Various comments were
made during the ’52 Fair
regarding Tex’s look, so the
gentle giant went under the
scalpel in the off-season to
straighten his nose, open
his right eye and was even
given a voice.

During the mid-1950s,
Tex moved to a new home
at the roundabout in front
of the Federal Building
(now known as the Tower
Building). Big Tex still
stands on that very spot to
this day.

Big Tex has seen a lot in
his 65 years of service, but
some events stick out.

Co-starring with the
likes of Pat Boone, Bobby
Darin and Pamela Tiffin,
Tex made his silver screen
debut in the 1962 remake
of “State Fair.” The film
was shot in Fair Park one
month before the 1961 Fair
and included a celebrity
swine appearance by an
800-lb. California hog play-
ing the role of “Blue Boy.”

In 1986, the SFT was
one of many events held in
Texas to celebrate 150
years of Texas’ existence.
Big Tex welcomed
3,959,058 visitors to Fair
Park during the exposition,
the largest attendance ever
for an American state fair
and the longest fair in
American history. On the
final day of the ’86 show,
the SFT  celebrated its
100th birthday (our birth-
day is Oct. 26, 1886.)

Many Baby Boomers
acknowledge their 50th
birthdays, and Tex’s was no
exception. A festive party
was thrown in 2002, com-
plete with a giant birthday
cake and an AARP card.

Things were a bit hotter
10 years later as Tex was
celebrating his 60th birth-
day. On the last Friday of
the fair, Oct. 19, 2012, a fire
due to an electrical short
started in the base of the
beloved icon. Dallas Fire

(Continued from page 10)
Big Tex...

(Continued on page 15)

Breeders from many breeds of cattle compete in the State Fair of Texas
Pan-American Open Shows throughout the 24 day event.
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Rescue rushed to the scene,
but it was too late, the
structure was destroyed.

But, like any tall, proud
Texan would do, Big Tex
showed up for work in 2013
– and was even early.

After one full year of
planning, development,
multiple trips back to the
drawing board (as the
owner of Texas-based
SRO Associates Eddy
Snell would say, “There’s
just not a manual on how to
build a 55-foot cowboy.”),
construction and grand
unveiling plans, high winds
forced fair officials to drop
the curtain on Big Tex one
day early.

Big Tex returned to the
fair in grand fashion with a
Texas-sized welcome back

celebration held on Sept.
27, 2013. As he had done
for many years, Tex
breathed in a breath of
fresh Texas air and said,
“Howdy, Folks!,” to the
world.
These boots are made for
walking. . . and an unex-
pected facial accessory.
Since his 2013 re-debut,

folks from all over the
world have continued to
gather around Big Tex.
Whether you’re grabbing a
Fletcher’s corny dog,
perusing the Truck Zone,
using the Big Guy as a
meeting place for loved
ones, or taking a selfie with
Tex to share on social
media, this cowboy seems
to be at the center of the
fairgrounds.

In honor of 2019’s Fair
theme, “Celebrating Texas
Creativity,” the first-ever

boot design contest was
held. Participants from
across the Lone Star State –
and beyond – entered the
contest, with the ultimate
prize of Big Tex wearing
their design on his size 96
boots for the run of the fair.
Through a partnership with
Lucchese Bootmaker,
Keller resident Katie
Sauceda’s boot design won
the competition. Featuring
bluebonnets, the Alamo,
armadillos, the Texas flag,
peppers, and more Texas
icons, the boots were the
perfect Texan accessory for
Big Tex.

In 2020, the State Fair of
Texas was canceled due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
It was the first time since
World War II the fair had
not been held. In order to
try and keep the spirit alive
that fall in a safe environ-
ment, an alternative food
activation, the Big Tex Fair
Food Drive-Thru, was
held. Big Tex joined his fel-
low Texans for a social dis-
tanced photo. And just like
a responsible citizen, he
was wearing a “Howdy
Folks” face mask. (Fun
fact: the size of the face
mask was 84 inches by 85
inches! That’s a big face
mask!) After receiving his
vaccine at the Dallas

County Health and Human
Services’ Fair Park Mega-
Center, Big Tex was able to
take off his mask just in
time for the 2021 State Fair
of Texas.

Big Tex, Big Facts
Who makes clothes for

Big Tex? He’s a practical
guy who prefers solid
workmanship and comfort
offered by Fort Worth’s
own Williamson-Dickie
Mfg. Co. His outfit is sewn
in the original Dickies
plant that opened in 1922 at
509 West Vickery in Fort
Worth.

What’s his shirt size?
His Western shirt runs a
size 200 x 325 (neck x
sleeve). An average man’s
size is 16 x 32. He has a 33-
ft. 9-in. chest, 11-ft. neck
and shoulders measuring
13-ft. His sleeves measure
27-ft. The buttons are 3
1/2 in. in diameter.

It takes a team of
Dickies sewing experts two
weeks to make the shirt. It
has to be durable enough to
withstand a month out in
the elements, so Dickies
makes it out of awning
material with venting slits
in the material so the wind
can blow through it.

What about his pants?
Big Tex’s jeans size are 434
x 240 (waist x inseam). It

takes 100 yds. of fabric to
make them; they weigh 100
lbs. and have 3.5-in. rivets.
It takes a week to make the
cowboy’s jeans, which are
replicas of Dickies popular
5-pocket jeans made from
Dickies denim provided by
Mount Vernon Mills in

Trion, GA.
What about his hat, belt,

and boots? He wears a 95-
gallon hat. His belt is 33-ft.
long and is 1-ft. 5-in. wide.
His size 96 boots are a 1949
replica boot designed by
Lucchese.

SLS
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In addition to the market shows, the State Fair of Texas hosts numerous
junior heifer breed shows.

Mark your calendar for these events:

9/18/21
Tri-State Fair & Rodeo - Jr Angus Heifer Show, Amarillo,

Texas

9/24/21
East Texas State Fair Junior Angus Heifer Show, Tyler,

Texas

10/1/21
McKellar Angus Sale, Mt. Pleasant, Texas

10/2/21
2Bar/Goode Angus Female Sale, Hereford, Texas

10/2/21
Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo Scholarship Junior Angus

Heifer Show, Waco, Texas

10/2/21
Solid Rock Ranch Angus Female Sale, Leoma, Texas

10/3/21
Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo Premium Junior Angus

Heifer show, Waco, Texas

10/4/21
FB Genetics Online Sale, Dumas, Texas

10/5/21
Capitol Angus Bull Sale, Whitehouse, Texas

10/9/21
Texas Angus Ass’n Autumn Classic Female Sale, Salado,

Texas

10/11/21
Evans Bull Sale, Proctor, Texas

10/12/21
East Texas Angus Alliance Online Female Sale, Wills

Point, Texas

10/12/21
R.A. Brown Ranch Angus Female Sale, Throckmorton,

Texas

10/13/21
R.A. Brown Ranch Angus Bull Sale, Throckmorton,

Texas

10/15/21
State Fair of Texas Pan American Open Angus show,

Dallas, Texas

10/16/21
Top Notch Angus Sale, Wheeler, Texas

10/17/21
State Fair of Texas Junior Angus Heifer Show, Dallas,

Texas

10/21/21
Wilks Ranch Angus Sale, Eastland, Texas

10/23/21
44 Farms Bull Sale, Cameron, Texas

10/27/21
Cox Ranch Sale, Peaster, Texas

10/30/21
Angus Breeders of Texas Sale, Canton, Texas

11/3/21
Solid Rock Ranch Cowmaker Bull & Female Sale,

Crockett, Texas

11/6/21
High Roller Draft & Sale, Center, Texas

11/6/21-11/8/21 National Angus Convention & Trade Show, Fort Worth,

Texas

11/11/21
Lone Star Angus Fall Bull Sale, Gainesville, Texas

11/12/21
Double Creek Farms Bull Sale, Clifton, Texas

11/13/21
Lesikar Angus Bull Sale, Athens, Texas

11/19/21
Bear Creek Farms Angus Female Sale, Leonard, Texas

11/20/21
Bear Creek Farms Angus Bull Sale, Leonard, Texas

12/2/21
44 Farms Online Sale, Cameron, Texas

12/3/21
Lone Star Angus Alliance Bull & Select Female Sale,

Halletsville, Texas

12/4/21
2 Bar C Ranch Sale, Luling, Texas

12/4/21
44Farms Abilene Bull Sale, Abilene, Texas

1/21/22
Texas Angus Ass’n Annual Meeting, Fort Worth, Texas

1/21/22
Texas Angus Ass’n Best of the West Bull Sale, Fort

Worth, Texas

1/21/22
Texas Angus Ass’n Membership Banquet, Fort Worth,

Texas

1/22/22
Texas Angus Ass’n Star of Texas Female Sale, Fort

Worth, Texas

1/23/22
Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo Junior Angus Heifer

Show, Fort Worth, Texas

2441 B Northwest Loop
Stephenville, TX 76401

817.740.0778
taa@texasangus.com
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