• SPECIAL SECTION •
FEATURING THE 2017 STATE FAIR OF TEXAS®

The opening of the Briscoe Carpenter Livestock
Center highlights the 2017 State Fair of Texas
By Martha Hollida Garrett
The 2017 State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) will officially open the Briscoe Carpenter Livestock Center
(BCLC).
The
55,000
square feet of space will be
utilized for many agricultural and educational
needs of the fair, and will
also be used for events at

Fair Park throughout the
year. The most visible
event taking place during
the fair will be the SFT
Youth Auction on Friday,
Oct. 6.
The two-story center
has been in the building
stage for more than two
years with plans for even

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the Briscoe Carpenter Learning
Center located at the State Fair of Texas were held on Sept. 13th. The
facility will be home to the livestock department offices, the youth auction, exhibits and is a multi-purpose center that will be used year-round.
Photo by Kevin Brown.

more work in the future.
The multi-purpose venue
replaces the 65-year-old
pavilion that previously
stood in its place.
The 11,00 square foot
first floor offers an auction
area with theater-style
seating, a show ring and
sale pens. The second floor
feature the Texas Heritage
Hall of Honor Museum,
library, cattlemen’s lounge,
dining room, kitchen ballroom, banquet hall with
seating for 400, as well as
the fair’s livestock offices.
“We are extremely
excited to present the
BCLC and our goal is to
show it to as many folks as
we can,” said Daryl Real,
SFT’s senior vice president
of agriculture and livestock. “It will have public
access during the fair with
high visibility coming on

The 2017 State Fair of Texas Youth Livestock Auction will be held in the sale ring of the newly opened
Briscoe Carpenter Learning Center. Photo by Kevin Brown.

auction day, as bidders,
buyers and exhibitors will
enjoy it’s many attributes,
including lots of space and
comfortable seating. Texas
youth will be center stage
with their projects on auction day this year in the
BCLC.”
“The I Spy exhibit will

be located in the BCLC
foyer and this interactive
exhibit takes visitors on a
road trip of the state, while
learning about natural
resources and wildlife,”
Real continued. “This
exhibit was extremely popular last year and we’re
excited to showcase it in the

BCLC. In addition, all of
our pre-contest exhibitor
meetings will be held in the
BCLC and 4-H and FFA
contestants in events like
public speaking, science
fair, ag mechanics sweepstakes, job interview and
the like will utilize it. We
(Continued on page 2)
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Briscoe...
(Continued from page 1)

will also host our exhibitor
appreciation dinner and
other
committee-wide
meetings in the new facility.”
The SFT Livestock
Department will be housed
on the second floor and the
building will be used yearround to accommodate
meetings, convention activities and special events. It is
designed to host events
such as national livestock
shows, trade shows and
similar events.
The Briscoe and Carpenter families secured
naming rights to the center
early on in the $14 million
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building campaign.
“Governor Dolph Briscoe, Jr. was a huge supporter of agriculture and was
very involved in the ranching segment,” explained
Real. “He also supported
the SFT and its positive
impact on youth. His sonin-law and daughter, John
and Cele Carpenter were
instrumental in securing
the naming rights.”
Real added that the
BCLC includes the John
Stemmons Lounge, Errol
McKoy Gardens and Jim
Prewitt Wall of Champions
and that other naming
opportunities still exist for
the BCLC. The Prewitt
Wall of Champions features photos and informa-

tion about key people who
have made an impact or
lasting contribution to
Texas agriculture. The
building also houses a new
permanent home for the
Texas Heritage Hall of
Honor, which can be found
on the second floor of the
BCLC.
As you plan your visit to
the fair, a stop at the BCLC
needs to be on your itinerary as this building was
designed to further the mission of the fair, which is to
celebrate all things Texan
by promoting agriculture,
education and community
involvement through quality entertainment in a family-friendly environment.
SLS

Included in the new Briscoe Carpenter Learning Center is a wall of photos of past grand champions at the
State Fair of Texas. Photo by Kevin Brown.

For complete State Fair of Texas schedule visit www.bigtex.com
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Take a road trip at the State Fair
By Lindsay Allen

Most Texans are familiar with a popular song
about “miles and miles
across Texas,” and with the
longest distance in Texas
stretching over 800 miles,
the song couldn’t be more
accurate. With the size and
scale of Texas, many citizens have not had the
opportunity to see all seven
wildlife and natural resource regions across the
state. With the I Spy Texas
exhibit at the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT), fairgoers
can experience all the state
has to offer with just a visit
to the fair.
The exhibit was designed to feature the wide
range of agriculture, wildlife and natural resources
Texas has to offer through
the approach of what you
would see if you were road
tripping across the Lone
Star state. Most people see
agriculture through their
car window as they drive
down Texas roads and
don’t even realize it.
The exhibit is divided
into the regions of Texas
that are set by Texas Parks
and Wildlife. As spectators
travel through the exhibit
they will experience Texas
through bright and vivid
illustrations of the regions.
“We wanted to provide
an informative and entertaining way to show how
agriculture impacts our
world and to illustrate the
different areas and what
each offers,” Daryl Real,
SFT senior vice president
for livestock and agriculture, said.
A great aspect of I Spy
Texas is that it tells the
story of each region
through various mediums.
The displays include a digital interactive game for
kids to play in each region,
along with signage and tangible items for each section.
Surprisingly, last year the
majority of kids were much
more interested in being
able to touch and feel the
physical elements, like the
logs from the Piney woods,
pink granite from the Hill
country, a model windmill
from West Texas or the
tractor and hay bale from
the Prairies and Lakes
region.
Fairgoers will be asked
to spot different agricultural commodities in the various regions and after ‘spying’ them, they will learn
about the commodity. For

example, a clue could be, ‘I
spy something small and
white’ and they would then
discover it is rice and learn
about rice in the Gulf
Coast.
The exhibit is located in
the new Briscoe Carpenter
Livestock Center and is fun
for all ages. Kids especially
enjoy the fun illustrations
and interactive displays,
but their parents are just as
likely to learn something
new, making it a “must see”

spot when visiting the fair.
While natural resources
and wildlife may not be the
first thing that people think
of when they think of agriculture, it’s a large part of
the industry and this exhibit highlights each area of
Texas and the agricultural
resources that exist.
The SFT’s mission is
built around three pillars:
agriculture, education and
community involvement.
While many fair visitors

may not have the opportunity to experience the farreaching areas of the state,
I Spy Texas brings the
regions to them. With a
goal to educate visitors
about the wide variety of
agriculture, wildlife and
natural resources produced
in this state, the exhibit was
certainly a success in its
inaugural year in 2016 and
will no doubt reach a number of others this year.

Board of Directors
President-Greg Burden
602 FM 1652
Grand Saline, TX 75140
405/780-0372
greg.circlemfarms@gmail.com

Vice President-Casey Buzzard
979/215-6349
casey@southernjewelcattle.com

Secretary-Reporter Diane Jolly
972/207-4277
jollydiane@ymail.com

Treasurer-David Grimes
281/856-7871
dgrimes012@comcast.net

(Continued on page 5)

The I Spy exhibit at the State Fair of Texas opened last year and will be
back at the 2017 event. This year it will be showcased in the new Briscoe
Carpenter Learning Center.

October 7-30th-Annual La Muneca Jr. Round Up & Futurity, Linn,
Texas
October 20-State Fair of Texas Pan Am Simbrah Show, Dallas,
Texas
October 21-State Fair of Texas Junior Simbrah Show, Dallas, Texas
October 28-7P Ranch Annual Production and Bull Sale, Tyler,
Texas.
November-18-21-LMC & Friends Giving THANKS Online Sale IV
January 22 -Fort Worth Livestock Show Junior Simmental and
Simbrah Show, Fort Worth, Texas
January 27-National Simmental Sale-Fort Worth Livestock Show,
Fort Worth, Texas
January 28-Fort Worth Livestock Show National Open Simmental
and Simbrah Show, Fort Worth, Texas
February 12-Open Simmental Show, National Simbrah and National Simbrah Percentage Show, San Antonio Livestock Show,
San Antonio, Texas
February 14-Simmental-Simbrah Superbowl, San Antonio, Texas.
February 15-16-San Antonio Junior Breeding Heifer Shows, San
Antonio, Texas
February 28-International Simbrah Show, Houston Livestock
Show, Houston, Texas
March 8-11-Houston Livestock Show Junior Breeding Heifer
Shows, Houston, Texas
March 8-18-Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show, Mercedes, Texas
March 22-24-Star of Texas Junior Breeding Heifer Shows, Austin,
Texas
March 23-La Muneca Cattle Co. Jackpot, Linn, Texas
March 24-La Muneca Cattle Co. $ellabration, Linn, Texas

The man behind the scenes
By Caitlin Richards
To say the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) General
Livestock Superintendent
Gary Rosenbusch knows
the SFT better than the
back of his hand would be
an understatement. From
showing sheep in the Pan
Am Arena as an exhibitor
to being the agricultural
science teacher of students
exhibiting livestock, Rosenbusch has experienced
it all and more.
After being an ag

teacher at Crawford High
School for six years and
then at Glen Rose High
School for 30 years, he
retired from ag teaching
and was offered a role with
the SFT as the barns
cleanup supervisor. In that
role, Rosenbusch was
responsible for setting up
and tearing down all of the
pens for the different
shows at the SFT.
A few years later
Rosenbusch took on his

current role at the SFT as
the general livestock superintendent.
Rosenbusch
spends from August until
roughly the first of November living on the SFT
grounds. He mainly provides assistance to Daryl
Real the SFT senior vice
president of agriculture
and livestock.
“I never would have
dreamed it,” Rosenbusch
said about his involvement
with the SFT. “I never

would of thought of it. It
just kind of all fell into
place at the right time.”
There is a lot going on
where livestock is concerned during the SFT and
Rosenbusch is behind just
about all of it. From the
youth livestock show
events to the judging contests and equine events,
Rosenbusch assists with all
of the logistics to put on a
great experience for all
exhibitors, competitors and
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guests.
“As an ag teacher, I
always enjoyed problem
solving and that is what I
am doing-- a lot of solving
problems,” Rosenbusch
said. “I spend a lot of time
on the grounds riding
around on a golf cart and
providing any physical help
to make sure things are
running smoothly.”
Luckily, Rosenbusch
doesn’t have to do it all
alone. There are hundreds
of volunteers and workers
out there working together
with Rosenbusch to make
the SFT a success. Being
involved with the SFT is

also a family affair for
Rosenbusch. One of his
sons also serves as a superintendent for the breeding
swine and market barrow
shows – following in the
footsteps of his mother and
Rosenbusch’s late wife,
Vickie “Rosie” Rosenbusch.
Being an expert in the
logistics of a stock show,
Rosenbusch serves in similar roles at the Ft. Worth
Stock Show, as the barrow
and breeding swine superintendent, works with
Texas Livestock Marketing
at the San Antonio Stock
Show, Rodeo Austin and
Houston Livestock Show,
and is the director of livestock at the Arizona National Livestock Show.
“I have become a stock
show junkie, as you can
tell,” Rosenbusch said.
As if his roles in the livestock
industry
aren’t
enough to keep him busy,
Rosenbusch is a visiting
instructor at Tarleton State
University and the Texas
FFA Area 8 Coordinator.
In his role at Tarleton,
Rosenbusch teaches students aspiring to become
ag teachers.

“As an ag teacher,
I always enjoyed
problem solving
and that is what
I am doing-- a
lot of solving
problems.

“
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During the SFT, he will
leave on Sunday afternoon
to head back to his home in
Glen Rose to teach on
Monday and Tuesday and
then travel back to be
ready for Wednesday at the
SFT. As the Area 8
Coordinator, he is in charge
of all of the area’s dues and
coordinating area events
and functions – some of
which will take place this
fall.
“It keeps me busy,”
Rosenbusch said. “I do
take five weeks off in the
summer and go to
Colorado where it is cool.
Since my wife passed, I
spend my time with my
friends and family I have
created over the years at
stock shows, FFA events
and other things.”
Rosenbusch truly believes in what agricultural
education can do for youth.
It started when he was in
high school in FFA. He
thought he had one of the
(Continued on page 5)
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the fair, because it is part of
the history and tradition of
(Continued from page 3)
the SFT. The fair began in
Celebrating Texas agri- 1886 to promote agriculturculture is a core value for al technologies, share ideas

Road trip...

The I Spy exhibit is designed to acquaint visitors with the seven wildlife
and natural resources regions of Texas.

Scenes...
(Continued from page 4)

best ag teachers and wanted to become one himself.
“Once I got to college, I
saw how much more other
chapters were doing and
that is what has always
been my drive,” Rosenbusch said. “I tried to do as
much as I could for my students, so they could have
the opportunities I didn't
get to have.”
Rosenbusch has had
several outstanding students go through his FFA
program at Glen Rose,
including several state FFA
officers, presidents, and
winners, and national FFA
presidents and winners –
some of which were his two
sons.
“I grew up as a ranch kid
showing,”
Rosenbusch
said. “I just had it in my
blood and my passion.
Once I got into teaching, I
got to enjoy the youth side
of it watching them grow,
bloom and become successful. I have been real
fortunate to have some
great, outstanding students
come through my program
that have gone on to be
very successful people.”
There is no doubt
Rosenbusch has made an
impact on the youth of
Texas through agricultural
education and with his
many roles it looks like he
will continue to for years to
come.
“It is all about kids,”
Rosenbusch said. “It is the
same here at the SFT. We
are here for the kids. To try
to make them have a successful event and have a
successful life and future. It
is just in my blood.”
Having been around the
SFT for so many years
Rosenbusch has seen the
SFT grow and bloom as
well. As a youth exhibitor
he remembers staying in
the old dorms above cattle
(Continued on page 14)
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among producers and fur- family environment—I Spy had various educational
ther the advancement and covers all points of our mis- programs including Ag
development of agricultur- sion statement,” Real said. Awareness Day, youth
al commodities.
For years, the fair has competitions, milking deReal explained that the
fair’s mission is to celebrate
all things Texan by promoting agriculture, education
and community involvement through quality
entertainment in a familyfriendly environment.
“That sums up the I Spy
exhibit perfectly. I Spy
shares, celebrates and
showcases agriculture across the state; serves as an
educational tool about The I Spy displays include digital interactive games for kids to play in
agriculture and our natural each region, along with signage and tangible items for each section, as
resources, provides quality well as the opportunity to touch and feel the physical elements found in
each region.
entertainment in a fun and

PAGE 5B
monstrations and the Texas
Department of Agriculture’s Food and Fiber
Pavilion – now the “Go
Texan Pavilion.” I Spy
Texas is just one more
avenue for the fair to spotlight Texas agriculture and
educate all who come.
“We want folks to leave
the fair and not only have
had fun and created lots of
memories with their families, but specifically leave
the fair understanding agriculture as an important
part of their lives,” Real
said. “If they leave here
and understand that, I
think we have done our
job.”
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State Fair of Texas adds position in livestock office to better serve exhibitors
A South Dakota girl liv- exactly the story of State
ing the Big Tex life…. that’s Fair of Texas® (SFT)
Livestock
Coordinator,
Emma Christensen. Never
did she think a threemonth internship at the
SFT would lead to a cross
country move and invaluable experience at the
largest state fair in the
nation.
Christensen has always
had a love for agriculture,
as she grew up on her famiEmma Christensen, State Fair of ly’s cattle and row crop
Texas livestock coordinator.

farm in South Dakota. She
showed livestock with her
brothers and participated
in public speaking, baking,
sewing
and
cooking
through 4-H and FFA.
Christensen was heavily
involved in both organizations and was even able to
pay for a portion of her college education through
raising and selling market
lambs.
“Agriculture has always
been the way of life for my

family,” said Christensen.
“Raising livestock and
working hard on the farm
was a passion my parents
instilled in me at a young
age.”
Her upbringing on the
family farm led her to study
animal science with a business production specialization, including a marketing
and advertising certificate
from South Dakota State
University. Christensen
said it took her awhile to
really find her niche in her
studies, but her degree has

ultimately paid off tenfold
and brought her where she
is now. She credits previous
internships and employment opportunities focusing on agriculture, promotion and youth for paving
the road to SFT. As the
South Dakota territory
manager for Farm Safety 4
Just Kids, and later an
event coordinator for
Sullivan Supply’s Stock
Show U promotional events at various Jr. Nationals and state fairs,
Christensen’s bright future

was unfolding.
Following college graduation, Christensen applied on a whim to the SFT
looking for a new experience and potentially a
move outside of South
Dakota. Her application
ended up on the desk of
Daryl Real, SFT senior vice
president for agriculture
and livestock, who quickly
saw potential in Christensen and hired her on as
an intern for the 2016
event. The internship lasted from August to
November and allowed her
to gain knowledge and
experience of the SFT livestock office. Her responsibilities included everything
from helping manage the
livestock office, record
keeping, data entry, problem solving throughout the
fair and assisting exhibitors
with issues and logistics.

“I’m excited for
the new things
we have to offer
exhibitors this
year and that I
get to play a
role in making
it all come to
life.

“

By Lesli Garrett

“It was a big step for me
to go all the way to Texas
from South Dakota, but the
work environment at the
SFT is one I have treasured,” said Christensen.
At the completion of
her internship, Christensen
assumed she’d move back
to South Dakota, get a fulltime job and be close to
friends and family. However, Real had other plans
for this bright, young talent. He offered Christensen the position of livestock coordinator, full-time
at the SFT beginning
March of 2017. This new
role to the livestock office
allows Christensen to see
the full livestock office
experience of the SFT. In
the position, she works
with multiple SFT departments, from the livestock
office to the grounds crew
to marketing and maintenance, to ensure exhibitors
have the best experience
possible at Fair Park.
“I’m really trying to
jump in head first and learn
(Continued on page 14)
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Youth Market Auction makes changes
that are sure to please the exhibitors
By Martha Hollida Garrett
The State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) is upping the
ante for almost all market
exhibitors at the 2017 SFT
Youth Market Auction.
The maximums paid to
exhibitors of hogs, sheep,
goats and broilers are
increasing. In addition to
increased premiums, the
numbers of animals selling
will also be greater by 25
head at this year’s auction
on Friday, Oct. 6th.
“Our SFT Youth Livestock Auction Committee
has been hard at work
securing money for the
auction and because of
their efforts, we are able to
increase our maximum
price that exhibitors receive from the auction,”
shared MaKayla Cromwell, SFT livestock manager.
Cromwell also said that
the SFT has changed their
policy regarding exhibitor
requirements to be present
at the sale.
“In the past, we have
required all exhibitors who
made the sale to be present
and walk in the auction
ring. This year we are
changing that policy. Exhibitors with pre-determined
placings will dictate if the
exhibitors’ attendance is
required,” said Cromwell.
This year’s sale offering
will include 60 steers, 113
barrows, 52 lambs, 36 goats
and 20 pens of broilers.
This reflects 25 additional
exhibitors who will be able
to be part of the 2017 sale
offering.
The steer maximum
payout will remain the
same, as the grand exhibitor will receive $30,000,
the reserve exhibitor
$15,000, while each breed
champion will take home
$10,000 and the reserve
breed champions, $7,500.
Steer exhibitors, who are
required to attend with
their projects, will receive
$5,500 and $4,750 for those
who don’t attend.
Barrows, sheep and
goat maximum prices for
this year reflect $15,000 for
the grand, $7,500 for
reserve, $5,000 for breed
champions, $3,500 for
reserve breed champions
and those walking will take
home $2,000 and non-walking $1,250. This represents
a significant increase as the
2016 prices were $10,000,
$5,000, $3,500, $2,000 and
$1,250, respectively.
Broiler exhibitors will

also see increased premiums as the money paid to
the grand will double to
$5,000 and the reserve
money will increase from
$1,250 to $2,000. Other top
placing pens selling will
receive $1,000, which is up
$250 from last year, while
non-walkers will receive
$750.
“The increased maximums and increased lot
numbers in the sale repre-

sent our continual effort to
make this event positive for
our exhibitors. We want to
reward the youth of Texas
who choose to compete at
the SFT and due to the hard
work of the SFT Youth
Auction Committee and
the generosity of the Dallas
and surrounding business
communities, we are able
to do that more significantly this year,” shared
Cromwell.

Youth exhibitors making the sale at this year’s State Fair of Texas Youth Market Auction will see increased
number of lots and higher maximum payouts in almost all species.
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Behind the lense
By Caitlin Richards
Having grown up in the
show ring, Katina Costerisan knows what it means to
have those significant
moments in the ring captured. Like many other
exhibitors, the shelves and
walls of her parent’s home
are lined with pictures of
grand drives and posed
banner pictures in front of
backdrops.
At the larger shows she

attended, Costerisan noticed the photos were always
great, but at the smaller
county-size shows the photos were never as good.
With a natural artistic spirit, Costerisan decided she
wanted to do her part to
make show ring photography better.
“As a kid who didn’t get
to have those memories –
of course my parents took

In addition to backdrop photos, Costerisan thinks outside the box. This
was the 2016 State Fair of Texas Grand Champion Steer photo taken by
Costerisan.

pictures – but we didn’t get
that great backdrop shot of
that one animal that looked
so good or one of that animal that looked awesome
in the ring,” Costerisan
said. “I didn’t want kids to
have that same experience
I had.”
Along with a passion to
stay in the agricultural
industry, she took the leap
to becoming a self-made
photographer and found
herself as the owner of
Show Photo by Katina. She
started small at jackpot
shows and little county
shows nearly 20 years ago.
With the help of some
online classes and a lot of
learning on the fly,
Costerisan grew her skills
and business to being the
primary photographer at
some of the largest state
fairs in the country, including California, Missouri,
Colorado and Texas.
“It is crazy to think
about how far I’ve come,”
she said. “I find it exciting

and I still love it. It really
feels like it was just yesterday. It is neat to feel like I
have accomplished so
much and to be where I am.
I won’t say it was an easy
path by any means, but I
am glad I did it the way I
did, because I got to learn
so much from everything.”
Show Photo by Katina is
based in Castroville, Texas
where Costerisan, along
with her husband, Kyle,
and four daughters, Kolby,
Kaleigh, Kennedy and
Kody call home. However,
for the next few weeks the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)
grounds will be her home.
Since 2015, Show Photo
by Katina has been the official SFT livestock show and
youth events photographer. The SFT tends to be a
memorable place for not
only Costerisan, but her
family as well.
In 2015, Kennedy, her
next-to-youngest daughter,
celebrated her first birthday at the SFT and just last
year her youngest daughter, Kody, spent some of
her first weeks at the SFT.
She was welcomed into the
family only two weeks
prior to the start of the SFT.
Those will forever be some
fun memories for Costerisan and her family to recall.
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With all of the events
and shows at the SFT, it
takes more than Costerisan
to capture every moment.
She isn’t the only one
behind the camera though,
as she puts together a team
of photographers and staff
to assist her in capturing

every photo-worthy moment in the ring.
“It is so fun for us to be
able to capture those
moments that will last a
lifetime,” she said. “That
might be the only time the
exhibitor has that big win.
(Continued on page 9)

Katina Costerisan is the owner of Show Photos by Katina, the official
livestock photographer of the State Fair of Texas.

Join Hereford breeders at the State Fair on:
Friday, October 13th-Open Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows
Saturday, October 14th-Junior Hereford and Polled Hereford Shows

Also mark your calendars for these other
upcoming THA Events:
Wednesday, October 18th-Texas Hereford Fall & Red Angus Classic
Invitational Sale, Buffalo Livestock Market, Inc., Buffalo, Texas.
Selling 60+ Hereford bulls and 8 Red Angus bulls, plus a group of
Registered and Commercial Hereford heifers.
January 28, 2018-Texas Hereford Association Whiteface Replacement
and Cowtown Invitational Registered Sale, Fort Worth Stock Show,
Fort Worth, Texas.
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Lense...
(Continued from page 8)

So, we want to be able to
capture that moment for
them and get that neat
experience that will last
forever.”
All of the photographers on her team are in
some way involved in the
livestock industry. It is
important to Costerisan to
make sure her photographers love the industry just
as much as she does.
“It really does show in
their pictures is what I have
learned,” she explained. “I
feel like we all bring out the
best in everybody when we
are in the ring. That is what
we try to do.”
Costerisan and her team
start their days early to set
up backdrops at rings and
information tables and to
go over the plan for the day.
After that, they hit the
ground running, covering
all of the day’s events.
“Sometimes
people
might see us texting and on
our phones, but it is our line
of communication because
everyone is everywhere,”
she shared.
After a busy day of
shooting, Costerisan and
her team work to sort and
upload the photos for the

exhibitors to view online
and respond to email
inquiries and questions.
“It is not a nine to five
job by any means,” she
said. “But we do that
because it’s our job. We
want to do it and make sure
everyone is happy and can
see their images.”
Early mornings and late
nights are no doubt part of
Costerisan and her team’s
work at the SFT. However,
she shared there is just as
much work put in before
the SFT even starts.
“It is a matter of knowing exactly what is going on
every day of the show,” she
said. “That’s how I determine how many photographers and assistants I need.
As soon as a schedule is set
for the show, I am going
through typing it all up and
putting it into a spreadsheet to determine what I
need for each day.”
The big part of the way
Costerisan serves the SFT
exhibitors so well is the
preparation and organization she puts into her work.
Prior to the show, she is
also making folders for
every species, breed, class
and contest.
Even though Costerisan
is the head of the business,
she still wants to be one of
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the ones capturing moments in the ring. One of
the things she loves the
most about her role in the
ring is how she gets to
watch exhibitors grow and
bloom over the years.
“I love seeing the
growth in the kids and seeing them do well. You can
tell they have worked so
hard to get to this point.
They just love it even more
the next year and you can
see it,” she added.
Despite Costerisan being a Texan transplant from
California, the SFT has a
special place in her heart.
From the livestock to the
people, she enjoys it all.
She enjoys meeting people
from all across the state and
watching them compete.
“Texas in general is just
a cool state,” Costerisan
said. “Everybody is just so
friendly and nice, and the
livestock is just incredible
to see from every aspect. It
doesn’t matter if it is a steer,
heifer, pig, rabbit, or chicken. Everything out there is
high quality. And the people are fun to be around.
Everyone is willing to help
you out or ask you how you
are doing, if you need some
water, or offer to get you
something. I just love it.
Everyone is just so sweet.”
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Something she is especially excited about for the
2017 SFT is continuing her
specialty shoots with the
grand winners. As tradition
has it, the grand champion
steer and exhibitor take a
picture in front of the iconic Big Tex. For each of the
other species grand and
reserve grand champions,
she offers an exclusive
shoot at an iconic location
on the SFT grounds.
“I wanted the other
champions to also have
that opportunity to take a
cool picture,” Costerisan
said. “It is just a neat experience to capture a once in a
lifetime event like winning
the SFT.”
Last year, some of the
champions gathered with
their animals at the iconic
Cotton Bowl field for a one
of a kind experience and
photo shoot. By no surprise, one of her favorite
shots came from one of
these exclusive shoots.
The image depicts the
last hoorah for a senior
exhibitor, who exhibited
the grand champion market barrow. Sometimes the
best shots aren’t necessarily
about being a perfect pose,
but about capturing the
meaning of a moment.
Show Photo by Katina’s

slogan is ‘we know livestock,’ and from the captured images and her personable spirit it describes
the official SFT livestock
photographer pretty well.
Be sure to check out photos
from all of the livestock
events and contests online
at www.showphotobykatina.com.
The best way to contact
Costerisan during the show

is by email at katina@showphotobykatina.com or by
text at 661/330-6392. Also,
be on the lookout for information at their tables set up
throughout the livestock
grounds and backdrops.
“They can always come
by and ask us questions
wherever they see us,” she
said. “We are always willing to help.”
SLS

At the State Fair of Texas, Costerisan takes photos of the grand champion market animals of each specie at a location on the grounds. This
photo taken in 2016 is one of her favorites.

Texas Best
Lick Feeders
300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

Proven in Texas since 1972

F RANKS M F G . C O .

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232

www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com
210-492-3222
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One visit to the State Fair of Texas and Patrick Little
became one of the fair’s most passionate volunteers
Company. To Little’s surprise, his Friday would be
Patrick Little left his ber as usual to head to work one he would never forget.
house one Friday in Octo- at Turner Construction He ended up at the 2010
State Fair of Texas® (SFT)
Youth Livestock Auction
as a late addition to his
company’s buying group,
instead. That last-minute
change of plans has resulted in lots of dollars raised

By Martha Hollida Garrett

ects since 2004. At the last
minute, one of the buying
group members who was
supposed to attend cancelled.
“They asked me to go to
fill in,” Little said. “So here
I am in my suit, going to the
fair for an auction of some
kind. I really didn’t understand what we were doing

and the impact of the day.
Well, it was the most fun
Friday I have ever had. It
was just a wonderful day, as
I met some of the
exhibitors and then the
auction atmosphere was so
exciting. We bought a pen
of broilers and having my
picture made with the
exhibitor is what hooked

me.”
Little quickly became
involved with the SFT
Youth Auction Committee,
which raises money for the
auction’s scholarship fund.
He spends a significant
amount of time throughout
the entire year talking to
the business community of
(Continued on page 12)

“I mean you
can’t get this
kind of
excitement in
a phone app.

“

Patrick Little takes time each year at the State Fair of Auction to visit
with exhibitors and their families. He then takes those stories and
shares with other business people to raise funds for the auction.

by the hands of Little for
the youth of Texas to further their education.
Turner Construction
Company of Dallas had
been attending the auction
and buying exhibitor’s proj-

Patrick Little, second from left, attended the 2010 State Fair of Texas Youth Livestock Auction at the last
minute. His overall experience, including buying the reserve champion pen of broilers for his company,
Turner Construction Company has made him a passionate volunteer and fundraiser for Texas’ youth.
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North Texas about con- the annual SFT Youth
tributing money towards Livestock Auction. He vis(Continued from page 10)
its his company’s vendor
partners, as well as any
other business around,
large or small. Little has
even been recognized twice
as one of the SFT’s Top Ten
Fundraisers. He said those
two awards are a testament
to the community’s interest
in youth.
“I love to visit with the
youth each year and hear
their stories - hear about
their animal project, the
hours of work they put into
Patrick Little points to a sign at the 2016 State Fair of Texas that it and how their families
includes him at the backdrop of one of the 2015 Youth Livestock are involved in agriculAuction champion lots. Little has been recognized twice as one of the ture,” he shared.

Patrick Little...

fair’s top ten money raisers for the youth auction/scholarship fund.

Little has not only
developed a deep appreciation for 4-H and FFA members, but he has developed
a desire to see kids pursue a
career in agriculture, as he
now realizes the important
role the industry plays in
every day life.
“I was born in Nebraska
and spent some time in
Colorado, but for the most
part I was raised in East
Plano,” he said. “I’m what
you would call a genuine
city slicker. My grandparents farmed in Nebraska. I
would spend some time
there growing up and
appreciated what they did,

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD
but that was my only connection to agriculture until
2010. I have come to value
the industry and I know we
need our youth to pursue
careers and develop skills
on the trade side of agriculture, as well. That’s why
this auction is so important,
as the money helps do that
for these kids and their
families.”
Little is impressed by
the involvement of the
Dallas and North Texas
corporate sponsors and
industries. He is pleased to
see their generosity and
how they return year after
year to not only be

involved in the auction, but
the lives of these young
people.
He said it’s easy to talk
to folks about being a part
of the auction. He just conveys the SFT’s story and
their commitment to education. He shares his own
SFT story and what he considers the best part - the
stories of the exhibitors he
has met and their work
ethic.
“If I can get them to
come to the auction and
meet the kids, then it pretty
much seals the deal that
they will join in our efforts.
Most of them, like me, have
never experienced an auction. They meet the kids
and are so impressed. Then
they see the banners and
buckles and experience the
electricity as the projects
sell. I mean you can’t get
this kind of excitement in a
phone app, “ he added
enthusiastically.
Little promotes the
event year-round. For him,
fundraising for the next
year starts the day after the
auction. He also participates in the many other
SFT’s scholarship fundraising events, including the
golf tournament and clay
shoot.
“I’m really looking forward to this year’s auction
on Oct. 6,” he said. “We’re
going to be in the new
Briscoe Carpenter Livestock Center, which will
greatly enhance the experience.”
Little, who has a geology degree from Stephen F.
Austin University and a
master’s degree in management from Texas A&M
University-Commerce, has
been with Turner Construction Company since
2001 and is the procurement manager for North
Texas. Turner Construction Company is a $13.1 billion, worldwide consultant
firm for health care, commercial, and higher education markets with 47 offices
and over 4,600 employees.
Little, his wife Nicole,
and their two young daughters reside in East Dallas.
By no surprise they now
have some acreage in East
Texas, as well. After experiencing the youth of SFT,
he wants his daughters to
experience agriculture and
a rural lifestyle.
Little’s enthusiasm for
agriculture and the youth
of Texas is contagious.
Even though he claims to
be a city slicker at heart, he
is committed to the future
of agriculture and the SFT
youth exhibitors.
SLS
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Livestock 101 educates at SFT
By Callie Henly
A new exhibit moved
into the 2016 State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) highlighting
livestock and the youth
livestock shows, one of the
longest standing traditions
and main attractions at the
fair. Livestock 101 allows
fairgoers to drop by for a
fact filled lesson on the animals they would encounter
that day.
“We want to meet the
public where they’re at,”
Daryl Real, SFT senior vice
president of agriculture
and livestock said. “It’s
meant to be a base introductory crash course on the
animals you’re going to see
in the barns that day.”
According to their mission statement, the fair celebrates Texas by promoting agriculture, education,
and community involvement through quality
entertainment in a familyfriendly environment.
“We realized that we
have a lot of education
around the grounds like
Big Tex Farmyard, but to
the fair-going public, they
see a cow-calf pair over
there loose in a pen and
then come in the barns and
see the pairs with people all
around, tied in a stall and
they think it’s the same, but
it is different,” Real said.
“It’s presented so differently, so we decided we needed
Livestock 101 to represent
the livestock in the barn at
that time.”
Livestock 101 found its’
way onto the SFT daily
agenda after Real considered comments from fair
guests and patrons, specifically one of the fair’s board
members. She shared with
him how much she enjoyed
the Moo-U Guided Livestock tours, sparking the
idea for the new accompanied attraction.
“They {on the tour} had
an opportunity to listen to
and have questions and
answers with someone who
had knowledge on the livestock,” Real said, “so we
decided to couple that with
also having a presentation.”
Livestock 101 is a 20minute presentation modeled after a late-night talk
show, currently on the SFT
agenda four times a day.
Co-hosts provide facts
about the specie of livestock covered during that
session, as well as general
agriculture, and then take
questions from the audience. The shows highlight a
live animal and most often

a guest expert.
“We keep it very basic
for them; we talk about
why we’re raising these animals (raising for beef, etc.)
and where it goes from
there,” Real said. “It’s
about a 20-minute presentation, and then they can
hop on a guided livestock
tour and ask more questions at the conclusion of
the presentation.”
Jeannene Xanthus plays
a big role at the fair. She is
the owner of Moo-U
Guided Livestock Tours,

manager of Little Hands on
the Farm and Big Tex’s
Farmyard for SFT, and cohost of Livestock 101. The
content of each show constantly changes as species
of livestock move in and
out of the barns, targeting
something different each
presentation of the day.
“So, at Livestock 101,
what’s different from many
of the other agriculture
education venues is that it
changes every day, and
every time we give a
Livestock 101, we are talk-

ing about a different
species,” Xanthus said. “A
fairgoer can stop in one day
at all four Livestock 101
shows and learn different
things each time.”
The SFT soaks up every
opportunity to educate the
public about agriculture
while visitors are on the
fairgrounds, therefore making Livestock 101 fit right
in with their target goals.
“Any time we have the
opportunity to educate the
general public about any
aspect of production live-
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stock, from chickens to cattle, it’s a win-win,” Xanthus
said. “Many people now
are four or five generations
removed from the family
farm, so the only contact
they really have with livestock is driving down the
country road and seeing
animals from afar, or coming to the fair.”
One common lesson at
Livestock 101 shares how
the animals in the barns
have a purpose past the
show ring, explaining that
the steers, hogs, or chickens are not like dogs, cats
or pet rabbits.
“Because of that removal from the farm, many

of them have misconceptions that the animals
should be treated as family
pets,” Xanthus said. “I see
Livestock 101 and other
programs at fair venues,
like the SFT, as there to
clear up what is truthful
and what isn’t.”
Real said his main goal
with Livestock 101 is for
people to understand the
purpose of the animals they
see at the fair and why
those animals are being
shown in the SFT Youth
and Pan American Livestock Shows.
“They leave the presentation and understand
(Continued on page 19)
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Better serve...
(Continued from page 6)
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as much as I can and I’m
excited to work with so
many great SFT staff members,” said Christensen.
In this position, Christensen manages livestock
entries, flow of contests,
event scheduling, contracting judges, exhibitor relations, building contest rules
and much more. She works
with the livestock team to
see the livestock events
through from the beginning to end.
“This is a very wellrounded broad position
that really allows me to
help work with a lot of people and experience so much
of the SFT,” said Christensen.
Planning for an event of
such magnitude is a yearlong process. Beginning
Aug. 1st, the SFT takes
over possession of Fair
Park and the transformation of the space quickly
becomes visible. From July
to November, it is all
hands-on deck for SFT
staff, as their planning from
earlier in the year turns
into execution as they prepare for tens of thousands
of exhibitors and attendees.

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD
“I’m really grateful for
my experiences having
grown up in 4-H and FFA,
my time collegiate livestock judging, and active
roles in SDSU organizational involvement. Those
experiences taught me how
to multi-task, problem
solve, engage with others
and develop leadership
skills, which I use every day
in this position,” said
Christensen.
Christensen has a key
role in ensuring the fair
stays relevant and is always
improving contests and
exhibitions within the livestock realm. This year, a
SFT AgRobotics contest
and a SFT Ag Mechanics
Premier Exhibitor Sweepstakes award within the ag
mechanics contest have
been added, plus there’s a
new schedule to better
accommodate exhibitors
and a new livestock build-

ing to use for exhibits, contests and the livestock auction.
“I’m excited for the new
things we have to offer
exhibitors this year and
that I get to play a role in
making it all come to life,”
said Christensen.
While a cross-country
move may not have been a
part of Christensen’s original plans, she says her time
at the SFT has already been
well worth it. For Christensen, she’s honing her
business skills, learning
about the event, making
connections in agriculture
and embracing a collaborative, supportive work environment. During this year’s
SFT, you can find her running from point A to point
B to ensure exhibitors and
visitors alike have a great
experience.

Scenes...

when is a pretty cool memory to have,” Rosenbusch
said. “It is uplifting to see
the SFT add a new facility
like the Briscoe Carpenter
and have it available to us.”
Rosenbusch has seen a
lot at the SFT and he now
has the unique opportunity
to use his experience and
knowledge of the past to
impact the future of the not
only the SFT, but the future
of agriculture, too.
SLS

(Continued from page 5)

barn one and showing livestock in arenas that are
now used for the petting
zoo. Rosenbusch will now
be a part of one of the SFT’s
biggest additions to the
livestock grounds – the
Briscoe Carpenter Livestock Center.
“Seeing the facilities
now and knowing what
they used to look like back

SLS

Gary Rosenbusch serves as the general livestock superintendent for the State Fair of Texas.
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Shooting for scholarships
By Lindsay Allen
Say ‘State Fair of Texas®’ (SFT), and people
think of different things,
like butter sculpture, corn
dogs, grand champion steer
and volunteers. Well, maybe they don’t think about
the volunteers directly, but
there is a large group of
folks who work year-round
to make it possible for the
fair to happen and to hand
out thousands of scholarships to youth across the
state.
The “Shooting for the
Stars” Sporting Clay Shoot
is one of the many activities
the fair hosts in an effort to
raise money for youth,
while simultaneously engaging the public in their
mission. Every April, the
Shooting for the Stars
Sporting Clay Shoot is held
near Dallas and attracts all
skill levels of shooters.
This event requires strong
volunteer performance to
be successful.
David Osborne, Garland, Texas, is one of the
faithful volunteers and has
been since 2010. As the
chair for the Shooting for
the Stars Sporting Clay
Shoot, Osborne’s main
concern is how to generate
more money to help young
people go to college.
“I grew up with a severe
case of dyslexia and so I
struggled immensely in
school. That doesn’t mean
others have to struggle,
too, as the fair helps youth
go off to college and have
financial support of their
education,” Osborne said.
Osborne, whose daughters showed cattle through
FFA, was involved with the
Garland I.S.D. local livestock show and through
that, was invited to the
Dallas Agriculture Club. It
was there that he heard of
the volunteer needs for the
fair and signed himself up

David Osborne volunteers his
time to the State Fair of Texas, primarily as chairman of the
Shooting for the Stars Sporting
Clay Shoot committee.

to do just that.
When he became a volunteer, the Sporting Clay
Shoot Committee was in its
second year and Osborne
served as a board member
until 2016 when he became
the chair. Osborne said,
“It’s hard not to have a
good time at the clay shoot,
whether you are a volunteer or a competitor; everyone knows why we’re
there, where the money
raised is going and that’s

what makes it such a great
event.”
In 2017, the committee
raised just over $91,000
that will purchase youth
livestock projects at the
Sale of Champions on Oct.
6th and provide scholarships for youth across the
state.
Daryl Real, SFT senior
vice president of agriculture and livestock, said,
“David’s impact on the
committee
has
been
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extreme. He believes in als, takes place in one day, teers like Osborne, the
helping kids and especially the planning is year long work never ends, but he
(Continued on page 19)
kids in agriculture. He has a and on-going. For voluntrack record of being
involved in youth and agriculture on a local level and
he has done a great job on
the state level, too. He also
enjoys clay shooting, so he
is able to combine that
interest with kids and agriculture into a passion for
how he leads. He’s ‘do-er’
and he is getting the job
done for the youth of Texas
that compete at the SFT.”
While the event itself,
complete with a raffle,
lunch and prizes for the The Shooting for the Stars Sporting Clay Shoot is held every April and
winning team and individu- raises funds for purchasing projects in the State Fair of Texas Youth
Livestock Market Auction and scholarships.
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The science behind it all
By Lindsay Allen
Agriculture doesn’t look
like it use to, as today’s
farmers and ranchers rely
on technology and scientific advancements in almost
every aspect of the operation. Understanding that
technology is not only the
future of the industry, but
the present state of the
industry, the State Fair of
Texas® (SFT) is insuring
that youth are aware of and
learning about the science
and engineering side of the
agricultural industry. This

year is the kick-off for the
SFT Youth AgRobotics
Challenge. This eventprovides youth the opportunity to expand their studies in
Science, Technology, Engineering
and
Math
(STEM) through competition that relies heavily on
these areas.
“AgRobotics has been
very popular in recent
years within 4-H and the
contest has been added at
other venues. We wanted
to add it to SFT to build

more excitement for it
within the youth,” said
Daryl Real, SFT senior vice
president for agriculture
and livestock. “It combines
agriculture and technology
and this contest illustrates
how those two industries
go hand-in-hand. It clearly
uses STEM skills as the
teams bring their robotics
kits, which include Legos®,
software and some supplies
in a box, then they decide a
task for it to perform that
would be a task in agricul-

ture. Next, they have to
build and engineer the
robot, using math skills to
calculate the programming
of the task.”
It’s a competition between teams made up of 3-5
members in 4-H and FFA,
who bring in their own
robotics kit. The team
enters with no indication of
the upcoming challenge,
but has three hours to build
and program their robot
once the task has been provided. “The task might
require the teams to build a
robot that can close gates,
deliver hay to the barn,
hook up to a trailer and
move it and much more.

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD
The point is to expose the
competitors to the technology they may not know
about, educate them about
ways agriculture relies on
engineering and technology and challenge them in
the areas of STEM,” said
Derrick Bruton, 4-H youth
development specialist for
Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension and lead person
for the contest.
With a large part of the
fair focusing on the promotion and education of agriculture, this new contest
aligns perfectly with the
mission of the fair, to promote and educate agriculture. “It traditionally draws

kids that are not what
would be considered traditional agricultural students.
This contest highlights that
agriculture needs engineers, computer programmers and related positions,” Real said. Bruton
adds that this contest attracts a different competitor to the fair because it
doesn’t require livestock or
land to compete. “By participating in this contest,
these youth are qualified to
apply for the fair’s scholarships. This opens doors for
those who may have not
been able to compete at the
fair before because of their
urban location,” Bruton
said.
It’s not just a STEM focus for the competitors
either, as Bruton points out
that communication is a
large part of a team’s success. “Preparing and studying at home is the biggest
requirement for success in
this contest, but after that
it’s being able to compromise with your teammates
and work together to find
solutions,” he continued.
“You will see some team
members who become
frustrated as they try to talk
through their desires for
the technical side of the
robot building process and
loose effective communication between the team
when no one is working
together.”
The robot kits are usually Lego® based kits that
come with the software
needed to program the creation and can be done
through the device the
team brings in, which is
usually a tablet or laptop.
At the conclusion of the
three hours, when the time
is up, teams are then judged
at the game table with each
“match” or requirement
taking two to five minutes
in length.
The team is required to
perform and complete the
eight to ten tasks on the 4’ x
8’ table and are awarded a
score based on the task
completed and the requirements that were met. Most
robots are usually 10-12
inches in length or height,
depending on the task of
the contest and have the
opportunity to advance to a
final round if their score is
in the top three.
This year’s winning
team in both the junior and
senior division will take
home a $150 cash prize, a
plaque and team member
jackets.
The requirements of
each contest focus on the
different aspects of agriculture; rom crops to livestock
(Continued on page 19)
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State Fair of Texas scholarships make a difference
By Lesli Garrett
Each year thousands of
participants travel to Dallas, Texas to compete in
events and activities at the
State Fair of Texas® (SFT).
For many, it becomes a
yearly tradition they invest
in to build friendships,
refine their livestock skills
and knowledge, plus experience all that Big Tex has
to offer. However, it’s not
all just fun and games at the
SFT. Year after year the fair
awards deserving youth
with scholarship funds to
pursue a higher education.
One such recipient has
used his scholarship to
develop career interests
and serve his campus and
community.
Ty Wilson, a junior at
Texas A&M University
(TAMU) and SFT scholarship recipient, gives credit
for his college career to the
support and dedication of
the SFT.
Growing up, Wilson was
active in his local 4-H and
FFA program showing livestock, participating in public speaking contests, leadership events and more.
Wilson exhibited at the
SFT from his third grade
year until high school graduation showing steers, pigs,
lambs and broilers and participating in the SFT public
speaking contest. His family is rooted in agriculture
with both sides working in
the industry. His grandparents and parents helped to
fuel his interest in livestock
at an early age.
“The SFT kicked off the
show circuit for me each
year and reunited me with
friends from across the
state,” said Wilson.
Some of Wilson’s favorite memories at the SFT

Ty Wilson is a State Fair of Texas
scholarship recipient, who attends
Texas A&M University (TAMU).
He is involved in many campus
organizations, including the
TAMU Singing Cadets.

consist of practicing his
speech in the Cotton Bowl
stadium, delicious treats
from the midway, the smiling volunteers and an educational experience for experienced livestock showers and the general public
to learn agricultural facts
and develop an appreciation for the ag industry.
“The SFT is a very special place to me,” said
Wilson.
Wilson is a junior at
TAMU, where he is a dou-

ble major studying agricultural communication and
journalism and agricultural
leadership. While he is still
discovering what his career
path will look like, he has a
keen interest in law and
business.
“I wouldn’t be at
TAMU if it weren’t for the
help of the SFT scholarship. This scholarship has
allowed me to be involved
on campus and attend this
great university,” said
Wilson.
At TAMU, Wilson is an
active member of the

Singing Cadets, an all-male
choir. In the Singing Cadets
he has traveled the world,
including Budapest and
Hungary, sang to former
President George Bush at
his home in Maine and
developed lifelong friends
in the organization. Additionally, he has served as
a two-time TAMU Fish
Camp Counselor. Fish
Camp welcomes thousands
of new students into the
university each year at a
four-day long camp to
teach them traditions, campus protocol, develop ini-
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tial friendships and learn
more about the university.
Wilson serves as the social
media producer for The
Battalion, an on-campus
newspaper produced each
day. Plus, he is on air each
week as part of the campus
radio show “Fusion” and
participates in a service
organization One Love,
which seeks to serve the
campus and community of
Bryan/College Station.
“Selfless service is a big
priority of mine and I’m
thankful I go to Texas
A&M, where service is a
core value of the school,”
said Wilson.
The SFT scholarship

program was established in
1992 to support graduating
high school students pursuing higher education for
the past 25 years. In this
time, more than $10 million
in scholarship money has
been awarded to more than
2,000 students from across
the state. In 2017 alone, the
SFT awarded more than
$1.3 million in new college
scholarships to 217 graduating seniors.
Eligible recipients include any graduating high
school senior from the state
of Texas that have participated in competitive youth
livestock events held at the
(Continued on page 18)
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4-H members compete in State Fair of Texas Invitational 4x4 Chute Out
By Lesli Garrett
A number of competitions will take place at the
2017 State Fair of Texas®
(SFT) and, one of the most

unique events that brings
individuals from across five
states to compete is the
Invitational 4x4 Chute-

Pole bending is one of the four events in the State Fair of Texas
Invitational 4x4 Chute Out.

Out. It’s a mini-rodeo of
sorts for 4-H members and
provides horse enthusiasts
the opportunity to compete
against the best of the best
at this year’s SFT.
The 4x4 is a youth 4-H
competition among youth
from Texas, Arkansas,
Louisiana, New Mexico
and Oklahoma. They compete for the 5-state championship title. The top 10
individuals in barrel racing,
pole bending, break away
roping and team roping are
invited to compete. Each
state can bring up to 40 con-

testants to vie for the SFT
All-Around Champion and
Reserve Champion honors.
Each state is responsible
for determining their qualifications to compete at the
Chute Out. The State 4-H
Horse Show, held in
Abilene, Texas, serves as
the qualifying event for
Texas 4-H members.
“The competition is
fierce between the states,”
said Vicki Hoggett, SFT
horse show superintendent. “Each state’s contestants cheer each other on,
wanting to take home the

4x4 Chute Out State
Championship title.”
Each year the SFT hosts
this event with help from
volunteers. Carrie Sharp,
Kaufman County Agent,
serves as the event superintendent and the Texas
Agrilife Extension agents
assist with production.
Several 4-H leaders and
volunteers step-up each
year to host the event and
ensure all competitions run
safely and smoothly for
spectators and competitors. Members of the public
are encouraged to come

out and cheer for competitors.
The top five individuals
from each event compete
in a short go round for
$5,000 of added money,
belt buckles, saddles, tack
and more. The state acquiring the most wins throughout the event will take
home the championship
title. In addition $250 will
(Continued on page 19)

Scholarships...
(Continued from page 17)

SFT, in addition to graduating seniors from five Dallas
Independent School District high schools in the Fair
Park area. Recipients must
attend an accredited college or university within
the Lone Star State.
“The SFT views their
scholarship program as one
more way they can serve
the community of Dallas
and provide for the future
of
Texas
agriculture
through the students who
participate in youth livestock activities and attend
college to study agriculture,” said Karissa Condoianis, SFT vice president
public relations.
Each year, the SFT
hosts the annual SFT Exposition, their largest fundraiser to support the scholarship program, along with
several other fundraising
events throughout the year.
A portion of the proceeds
from each of these events
go directly to the SFT
Youth Livestock Auction
& Scholarship Program to
provide deserving youth
with scholarship funds.
“Since 2013, scholarship
amounts awarded to each
individual have been steadily increasing thanks to
the success of the fair and
the direction of current fair
leadership,” said Condoianis. “In 2015, the amount of
each scholarship increased
from $5,000 per student
over four years to $6,000.”
The SFT Scholarship
Program has given thousands of students the
opportunity to pursue an
education and develop the
skills necessary to be marketable in the workplace.
For Wilson, his scholarship
opened doors to better
himself.
“I am so thankful the
SFT had faith in me and
provided me this scholarship,” said Wilson. “Thank
you for giving me this experience and the ability to
grow and succeed.”
SLS
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Livestock 101...
(Continued from page 13)

these animals have a purpose for food production,”
Real said. “We hope that
after they leave, visitors
will be driving down the
road and see a pasture full
of cattle and understand
that it’s for a food source.”
Real noted that trends
greatly impact consumer’s
perceptions about agriculture and about their food,
adding that the current
“foodie” movement is
demanding that everything
be locally grown.
“Those trends are driven by the fact that consumers want to trust their
food source,” Real said.
“So, if we can enable more
trust in consumers about
their food sources by
Livestock 101, then we’re
accomplishing our goals.”
The 2017 SFT dates run
from Sept. 29th – Oct.
22nd. Livestock 101 will
again be on the stage, but
this year with a few
updates.
“Our intention is to add
more content and more
shows each day and continue to provide more education, as it continues to
develop,” Real said. “In
the coming years, we want
it to be more impactful and
more meaningful for people that already are coming
to the presentation and
attract a greater volume of
people.”
Xanthus will be returning to the 2017 SFT assisting with many educational
opportunities for fairgoers
and with high hopes for

Livestock 101.
“I see the program
growing and being as successful as other exhibits or
tours like the SFT’s I Spy
Texas exhibit, and people
are going to make sure that
they put it on their agenda
to stop by Livestock 101,”
Xanthus said. “I think it
will attract larger audiences, and returning people may be already thinking about what to ask.
Overall, I see the program
growing.”
In preparation for Livestock 101 at this year’s fair,
Real said they will be driving the content and fine
tuning it overall.
“This year at the fair we
will be having Livestock
101 again, and beefing up
our presentation in terms
of how we present it, fine
tuning the programming
and layout and look of the
stage, and promoting it
harder on the schedule so
more of the public can realize it’s available,” Real
said. “We will be tweaking
the programs themselves to
make sure that they have
the variety to cover the
livestock in the barns, but
also that we have the availability of talent to fill the
shows.”
Fair visitors can find the
Livestock 101 presentation
times on the daily schedule
at www.bigtex.com.
“We want to provide an
appreciation for the livestock in the barns,” Real
said. “I want fair guests to
understand the purpose of
the animals and why we’re
showing them at the fair.”
SLS
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The science...
(Continued from page 16)

to natural resources and
the robots are built with the
same Lego robotics kits
that are being used in
schools today, as well.
While the software is
user friendly, the event
stills relies on the competitors to understand the hard
parts of building machinery. “I think it’s great to see
these contestants learning
at home the construction,
mechanic and physics side
of this and then troubleshooting on site when
building their robot,”
Bruton said.
The contest is in it’s

Shooting...
(Continued from page 15)

doesn’t
even
notice.
“Nobody on this committee is here for themselves,
we are all here to send kids
to college and help them,”
Osborne said, “This is why
we never have arguments
and we always surpass last
year’s dollars raised-because we all are working
towards the same goal.”
Osborne is quick to
point out that you don’t
have to be a professional or
a perfect shot to have fun.
“My job as the chair is to
make sure everyone is raising money and knows
where the money is going.
It’s a big team effort to
fundraise, find raffle items

Chute Out...
(Continued from page 18)

be awarded to the contestants with the fastest times
in each event. Additionally,
the top ten of each class in
the long go will compete
for $1,000, plus jackpot
money and awards in the
short go competition.
The 4x4 Chute Out
began in 2013 to bring
together the top 4-H horsemen and women across the
southern U.S. Contestants
must be a member of a 4-H
club and between the ages
of 8 and 18 years old. The
4x4 Chute Out was initially
started by the Texas 4-H
Foundation under the leadership of now retired Exe-

infancy this year, but is
looking to expand through
partnerships with local
entities who have an interest in youth and technology
that will allow more opportunities for the competitors
in coming years to learn
more at higher levels.
This year the fair is
preparing for an expected
30-40 teams, which correlates to approximately 120
youth. Those wishing to
view the building of the
robots will be able to watch
the live video feed outside
of the competition room in
the final round and be part
of the excitement of this
new contest, Friday, Oct.
20th.
and increase shooter signups, but it’s all worth it
when the youth receive a
scholarship,” he said.
A true lover of the SFT,
Osborne said he has been
to the fair over 50 of his 62
years of life. “I usually go
about 10 times a year. I
have to check out the automobile area, get a corn dog
and walk the livestock
barns,” he shared.
“It’s important to take
care of our future, who will
take care of us and run this
country later,” Osborne
said, “I want to see kids
improve their lives and do
something. Our hope is
that through the generosity
of the SFT and others, the
youth are given the opportunity they need.”
cutive
Director,
Jim
Reeves.
“It is certainly a competitive environment but
fun for the kids! It gives riders the opportunity to have
a friendly rivalry among
other states and different
competition you wouldn’t
typically compete against
in their home state,” said
MaKayla Cromwell, SFT
livestock manager.
The 4x4 Chute Out is a
competitive, family friendly event that has become a
local favorite at the SFT.
The SFT is honored to host
the event and looks forward to welcoming competitors to this year’s Chute
Out.
SLS

Team roping is a featured event in the State Fair of Texas Invitational
4x4 Chute Out event, which features qualifying 4-H contestants from
five states.
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